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Death sparks emotional plea from grieving father 

CALL FOR SPORTS 
CAR ROADS BAN 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


THE father of a 21-year-old 
woman who was killed by a 
driver as he raced at 10Omph 
on a Black Country street has 
called for ‘performance’ cars 
to be banned from the roads. 

Gerard McManus, from Oldbury, 
told MPs high-powered cars have ‘no 
place on our roads’ and accused motor 
manufacturers of ‘sticking two fingers 
up at the law’. 

His daughter Re¬ 
becca was killed in May 
2014 after a Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution driven 
by Sukvinder Mannan 
crashed into her as she 
waited at a bus stop on 
Hagley Road West, Bear¬ 
wood with friend Harriet 
Barnsley, who was seri¬ 
ously injured. Mannan 
Rebecca McManus was driving at lOlmph in 
a 40mph zone. 

Rebecca, a promising poet who had studied 
A-levels at Stourbridge’s King Edward VI Col¬ 
lege, had just completed a three-year degree in 
English. Garage manager Mannan, from Hale¬ 
sowen, was jailed for eight years after he admit¬ 
ted causing death by dangerous driving. 



Impact 

The driver he had been racing, Inderjit Singh, 
of Cranbourne Avenue, Ettingshall, Wolver¬ 
hampton, was given a one-year jail term, after 
pleading guilty to dangerous driving in his BMW 
M3. He had pulled out of the race seconds before 
impact. 

The court heard the race was reminiscent of 
scenes from the Fast and Furious movies. Mr 
McManus urged MPs to act in a written submis¬ 
sion to a House of Commons inquiry into road 
traffic laws. He said the Mitsubishi Evolution 
was advertised as a ‘sports’ car. He wrote: “As 
Mitsubishi clearly state the Evo has been devel¬ 
oped through decades of competing successfully 
at the highest level of international rallying.” 

“More and more cars are being produced 
with a racing specification, they will never go 
anywhere near a race track, surely the driver of 
these powerful cars will want to test the vehicle, 
but where? Well, on our roads obviously.” 

Mr McManus called for a halt to marketing 
being able to refer to performance or speed and 
people wishing to drive them needing a special 
category licence which allows them to drive on 
a racetrack. 


DIGGING IN FOR COUNTDOWN TO SUPER-HOSPITAL 



From left, clinical director emergency care Nuhu Usman, clinical lead acute medicine Sarbjit Clare, SWB Trust chairman Richard Samuda, 
and clinical lead emergency care Prem John take part in the ceremony at the site of the Midland Metropolitan Hospital in Smethwick 


DIGNITARIES have kickstarted the count¬ 
down to the creation of a £350 million su¬ 
per-hospital with the first soil turned onsite. 

A sod-cutting ceremony was held at the site 
for the new Midland Metropolitan Hospital 
1,000 days before it is due to open. 

Digital countdown clocks have been re¬ 
vealed in four locations to showcase the time 
lapsed before the first patients will arrive. 

A celebration event was held at the site in 
Grove Lane, Smethwick hosted by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Invited guests, including trust chairman 


Richard Samuda, attended a multi-faith cere¬ 
mony to bless the ground the future hospital 
will stand on. 

Mr Samuda said: “Today is a historic one 
for our local communities, as we move within 
1,000 days of the opening of our new hospital. 

“Focusing acute beds on one site is some¬ 
thing that our clinicians are particularly en¬ 
thusiastic about as it will guarantee that we 
continue to provide long into the future.” 

Dr Nick Harding OBE, Local GP and Chair 
of NHS Sandwell and West Birmingham 
CCG began the countdown clocks. One is po¬ 


sitioned at City Hospital, another at Sandwell 
Hospital at 9.30am, one at Rowley Regis Hos¬ 
pital and a fourth at Leasowes Intermediate 
Care Centre, in Smethwick. 

Dr Harding said: “It’s a real privilege to 
start the countdown to the hospital - a mo¬ 
ment Right Care Right Here partners have 
been working towards for over 10 years. 

“Midland Met Hospital is more than just a 
new building, it represents all of our aspira¬ 
tions to deliver quality care for patients and 
support Sandwell and West Birmingham to be 
a healthier and better place to live.” 


WARNING 

Vigilance urged on 
dodgy TV salesmen 

A WARNING has gone out after bogus 
salesmen attempted to scam cash out of 
unwitting customers by selling televisions 
from a van in a supermarket car park. 

Sandwell Council’s Trading Standards 
department urged people to be vigilant 
after reports emerged on Monday. 

Tradesmen were spotted trying to sell 
TVs to people from the back of a white van 
packed in the car park at Asda in Wolver¬ 
hampton Road, Oldbury. To report suspi¬ 
cious activity, people can visit the trading 
standards section at www.sandwell.gov.uk 

RETAIL 

Screwfix opening 
to create 17 jobs 

ALMOST 20 jobs will be created in the 
Black Country when a trade retailer 
opens up. Screwfix will employ 17 peo¬ 
ple when it opens the store in Globe 
Street, Wednesbury, next Thursday. 

Store manager Tracey Finney said: 
“Our new team includes people of all 
ages and levels of experience, but the 
most important requirement is that they 
have the right attitude and can offer su¬ 
perb customer service.” 

The firm’s nearest store is in Fern- 
side Road in Willenhall. 

TRANSPORT 

Car park alert over 
train station works 

MOTORISTS using a car park at Old Hill 
train station have been warned to expect 
disruption due to resurfacing works. 

Works at Old Hill station, near Cradley 
Heath, will run from February 1 to 12 with 
the number of spaces reduced during that 
time. It will be closed completely on Feb¬ 
ruary 12 under plans revealed by Centro. 

The station has 50 spaces and two blue 
badge spaces. It will remain open during 
the works and pedestrians will still be able 
to access the station via the main station 
building. Motorists are asked not to leave 
their cars overnight in the car park from 
January 31. 


INSIDE 


ARNIE IS THE 
BRUM-INAT0R 




‘APP” for your Loca 


<1 AppStore ' [ ► cSigtpiaJ 





E3EHxJ3*I!ni3 




.601 


Ring Back: life dead ring you when 1 minute away 

search lor County Cars search for County Cars gpc Tex ? Back; We text yQUf fr„ e when 1 minute aw ' y 


"dependent on mileage 


















































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 28, 2016 


2 CONTENTS 


RHODES 

4 

LETTERS 

7 

MEMORY LANE 

12 

FAST TICKET 

19 

TV 

22 

CHRONICLE COLLECTIONS 

27 

PROPERTY 

41 

SPORT 

CONTACTUS 

67-68 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01384 353201/01384 353205 

E-mail: sandwell.chronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHIC: 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
ADVERTISING: Nicola Cope 
Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 
PROPERTY: Colin Bailey 
Tel: 01902 444331 

E-mail: c.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 
MOTORING: Jayne LaHiffe 
Tel: 01543 465344 

E-mail: jayne.lahiffe@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 


aanaweii 

CHRONICLE 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


DGNTMSSVDUR 

Express A Star 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
^ (> who takes 



a sideways 


k at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HAST1L0W 

He always 
tackles the J 

hot j 

head-on \ 


Jail for woman who drove into officers 



Angela Miller, who was jailed 


A WOMAN who left two police officers 
with serious injuries after ploughing 
into them has been jailed. 

Angela Miller crashed into the of¬ 
ficers and a Mercedes they had pulled 
over for a routine stop check on the 
A461 in Dudley Port. 

Her VW Golf GTI then collided with 
the rear of a marked police van which 
had its blue lights hashing. 

Miller was suspected of being under 
the influence of alcohol but refused to 
give blood for analysis. She was also 
taken to hospital after the collision. 

The 38-year-old of Newpool Road, 


Cradley Heath, admitted failing to pro¬ 
vide a blood sample and was sentenced 
to a five-month jail term at Sandwell 
Magistrates Court. She was also 
banned from driving for three years 
and 10 weeks. 

The officers, who are both in their 
40s and based in Sandwell, still con¬ 
tinue to recover from their leg injuries 
following the collision that occurred at 
1.35am on January 4 last year. 

The crash shunted the Mercedes into 
the police officers and sent the Golf ca¬ 
reering forward, which hit the officers 
and threw them into the air. Both of¬ 


ficers suffered broken legs and one was 
knocked unconscious. Miller was also 
trapped in the wreckage of her car. 

The 46-year-old officer has since been 
released from hospital and returned to 
restricted duties 12 months after the 
incident but his 44-year-old colleague 
remains in hospital and continues to be 
treated for leg injuries. 

Pc Phil Robins, of the West Midlands 
Police regional collision investigation 
unit, said: “This was a severe collision 
which has caused serious injury, and 
trauma to two colleagues who were car¬ 
rying out their routine duties.” 


More evacuations as 
bomb hoaxers return 



Evacuated - Oldbury Academy, in Pound Road, Oldbury Exterior of George Salter Academy, in West Bromwich 



New threat - Holly Lodge Science College, Smethwick Bristnall Hall Academy reopened after a second scare 


FIVE schools in the Black 
Country and one in Birming¬ 
ham received hoax bomb 
threats - exactly one week 
after a similar scare caused 
four schools to be evacuat¬ 
ed. 

The schools all received bomb 
scare phone calls at around 
9am on Tuesday, leading to four 
schools in Sandwell, one in Dud¬ 
ley and one in Birmingham to 
evacuate. 

However police soon revealed that 
there was ‘no credible threat’ to the 
schools. 

There were claims that a Twitter 
account, calling itself ‘Evacuators 
2K16’, was behind the hoaxes. It had 
previously tweeted: “Want to get out 
of school for a day? Want to divert the 
police away from a crime you’re going 
to commit? Email us.” 

It has now been suspended, and 
police would not be drawn on if they 
were investigating it or not. 

Reopen 

Bristnall Hall Academy, in Old¬ 
bury, was the only school to reopen 
at 11am with the rest shut for the 
remainder of the day. Oldbury Acad¬ 
emy, George Salter Academy and 
Holly Lodge schools in Sandwell were 
also evacuated, as was The Earls 
High School in Halesowen and Four 
Dwellings Academy in Quinton. 

Four schools in London, four 
schools in Cornwall and six in Paris 
were also evacuated on the same day 
as a result of security threats. 

Last Tuesday Oldbury and Bris¬ 
tnall Hall academies, Holly Lodge 
High School and Leasowes High 
School in Halesowen were all evacu¬ 
ated after receiving bomb threats via 
phone calls. Worried parents were 
alerted to the evacuation’s by text 
and social media messages, shortly 
after dropping their children off at 
school. 

Samantha Simpson, whose son at¬ 
tends Oldbury Academy, said that she 
received a text early into the school 
day. “The school text me to say that 


they had released my son as there had 
been another bomb scare,” she said. 

“It is very concerning - it’s fright¬ 
ening to think what could be going 
on,” she added. 

While a police presence remained 
at evacuated schools, parents at Bris¬ 
tnall Hall Academy were told shortly 
after the closure that the school 
would be reopening. 

Kadiaton Diallo, returned to the 
school at around 11am to drop off her 
son, who is in Year 10. She said: “I 


received a text to say that I could take 
him out at 9.30am so I did. I fetched 
him home in the car because we don’t 
live local, but then an hour or so later 
I received another text to say bring 
him back. 

“You immediately worry about 
your child and for peace of mind you 
do the right thing. 

“But if the school say that it is safe 
to return then you have to go by their 
word. It is concerning for everyone - 
staff and students.” 


Principal of Bristnall Hall, Vince 
Green, said: “We were informed of 
a bomb threat at the academy. As a 
safety precaution the academy was 
evacuated and the police were con¬ 
tacted immediately. 

“Our pupils were taken off site and 
arrangements were made for their 
safe return back into the academy as 
soon as police gave us the all clear. 
Police are taking this seriously and I 
would urge anyone who has any infor¬ 
mation to contact the police on 101. 


Surgery set 
to improve 
its service 
with boost 

BOSSES at a GP practice which will 
receive a six figure revamp after a cash 
boost say patients will benefit. 

Lodge Road Surgery, in Smethwick, 
will be expanded and modernised follow¬ 
ing the award of cash from health chiefs. 

A grant of £210,672 has been given to 
the practice by the national NHS Eng¬ 
land Primary Care Infrastructure Fund. 

The surgery has pledged £108,000 of 
its own cash towards the ‘significant 
expansion’ plans. Building work starts 
imminently and is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the summer. 

The number of clinical rooms will 
be doubled in the move which bosses 
hope will result in improved access to 
appointments. This refurbishment also 
improves accessibility for patients with 
automated doors installed. 

It goes beyond buildings, with the 
practice looking to upgrade its technol¬ 
ogy, including installing a new phone 
system and Wi-Fi throughout the build¬ 
ing. 

The Primary Care Infrastructure 
Fund is a national funding programme, 
with £lbillion being made available over 
four years to support GP practices to 
make improvements to services. 

Officials say this could include more 
modern, expanded facilities and use of 
new technologies. 

Dr Raminder Sawhney, a GP at Lodge 
Road Surgery, welcomed the cash boost 
to help drive up standards at the prac¬ 
tice. 

“I’m excited for what the future 
holds,” Dr Sawhney said. 

Zeppelin raid is 
commemorated 

IN remembrance of the victims of the 
First World War Zeppelin raid which 
killed 14 people on January 31, 1916, 
the Tipton Civic Society has sponsored 
a framed memorial roll which will be 
unveiled by Adrian Bailey MP in Tipton 
Library at 12 noon on Saturday. 

Derek Nicholls will be carrying out a 
lecture in the library at 11am. This is 
followed by a centenary day on Sunday, 
with the unveiling of a Tipton Civic So¬ 
ciety blue plaque, also by Adrian Bai¬ 
ley MP, at 3pm on the premises of H C 
Pullinger and Son in Union Street which 
was at the centre of the bombing raid. 

Then on Friday February 5 at 
10.30am in Tipton Cemetery another 
plaque, sponsored by the Friends of Tip- 
ton Cemetery, will be unveiled to mark 
the last resting place of the victims. 

Warning letters 
due on stones yobs 

YOBS have thrown stones near homes 
in a street in Tipton prompting police to 
issue warning letters. 

Police have issued anti-social behav¬ 
iours warning letters yesterday to four 
youths following incidents in Cotterills 
Road. 




MOBILES & REPAIR CENTRE 




• All phone screens A 
laptops repaired on site 

• iPhone 4, 5, 6 and iPad 
repairs carried out by a fully 
qualified iTechnician 

• Fast, efficient and reliable 
same-day service 


81 GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414759 
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Accident 
victim was 
already in 
the road 



A FATHER-OF-TWO was already ly¬ 
ing in the road when he was run over 
and killed by a car that failed to stop, 
an inquest has heard. 

Anthony Maskell, aged 50, was 
found on Birch- 
field Lane, Old¬ 
bury, near to the 
. •, ■ | Whiteheath Tav- 

ern, after being 
ft] run over by a sil¬ 
ver Nissan Micra. 

Smethwick Cor¬ 
oners Court heard 
how Mr Masked of 

Anthnm , MoeUoii Westgate Terrace, 

Anthony Maskell Row |^ y Regis died 

from a serious and instantaneous 
head injury on July 30. The coroner 
ruled his death was accidental even 
though he died as a result of being 
run over by the car. 

Lorry driver Mr Masked, known 
as Tony to friends and family, had 
been drinking on the night of the 
accident but the court heard it was 
unclear exactly how he had ended up 
in the road. Black Country Coroner 
Zafar Siddique, speaking in court last 
Wednesday, said: “Mr Masked had 
been socialising, drinking and bottles 
of cider were found with him. He had 
attempted to cross the dual carriage¬ 
way on Birchfield Lane. 

“A Nissan Micra was caught on 
CCTV in the area and drove over him. 
Sadly he received a catastrophic head 
injury and passed away in Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital.” 

Mr Siqqique said tests later revealed 
Mr Masked had 315 milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood on 
the night of the tragedy, which was 
four times the drink drive limit. 

He said: “That may have impaired 
his vision, made him lose balance. 
There was no direct evidence of an as¬ 
sault because the death was caused by 
a head injury but it is unclear exactly 
how he ended up lying in the road. He 
died from a road traffic collision but I 
have not come to the conclusion it was 
an accidental death.” 


Trampolining 
plans on hold 

COUNCILLORS are to visit the pro¬ 
spective site of a new trampolining 
arena in Oldbury before deciding 
whether it should go ahead. 

Flip Out, which runs several sites 
across the country, wants to convert 
a disused warehouse on Churchbridge 
into an activity and play centre, creat¬ 
ing around 20 jobs. 

The company is expected to adver¬ 
tise for receptionists, bar and cafe 
staff, floor managers and party hosts 
should it be given the nod by council¬ 
lors. 

However, members of Sandwell 
Council’s planning committee voted 
to conduct a visit of the site to see if 
the application is suitable before com¬ 
ing to a final decision. The visit is ex¬ 
pected to take place next month. 


See Sarlaccs at Sea Life Centre in Brum 



The seven Sarlacc jellyfish at Sea Life 


THE Force has grown stronger at the 
National Sea Life Centre in Birming¬ 
ham after it adopted seven Sarlacc 
jellyfish. 

Fans of the Star Wars franchise 
may already be familiar with the 
‘Sarlacc’ because it was the name 
given for the alien beast that appears 
in Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of 
the Jedi. It was noted the species mir¬ 
rored the actions of sci-fi creature in 
1997 and was one of the reasons the 
jellyfish, officially called black sea net¬ 
tles, are now also known as Sarlaccs. 

The seven jellyfish, which mark 


the seven films in the Star Wars fran¬ 
chise, can have a bell diameter of up 
to three foot and tentacles reaching 
up to 18 feet. 

James Robson, Curator at The Na¬ 
tional Sea Life Centre Birmingham, 
said: “I’m so excited for visitors to get 
up close and personal with the Sarlacc 
Jellyfish and to learn about the amaz¬ 
ing traits of this fascinating species. 

“It’s always a massive perk of the 
job when we welcome new arrivals 
and this swarm is no different. Not 
too much is known about the behav¬ 
iour of this species so it will be great 


to be able to see their characteristics 
first hand.” 

The Sarlacc is set apart from other 
jelly fish by its dark pigmentation and 
remain the largest invertebrates to 
have been discovered in the 20th cen¬ 
tury. The jellyfish have joined the at¬ 
traction as part of the Breed, Rescue, 
Protect Programme, which operates 
in every Sea Life globally to protect 
oceans and the creatures in them. 

The Sea Life Centre will also 
launch its Ancient Oceans event next 
month, which will run from February 
6 to February 21. 


Lock-up for 'cowards' 
in attack on woman 


TWO brothers who attacked a wom¬ 
an over a long-standing feud with 
her boyfriend, kicking and punching 
her in a ‘cowardly’ and ‘ferocious’ 
assault, have been locked up. 

The victim was dragged by her hair in 
the terrifying assault which left her with 
a fractured cheekbone and a broken nose. 

Attackers Stefan and 
Lamar Campbell had 
followed her to Drinks 
World in West Bromwich 
following a row with 
her and her boyfriend, 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. 

The brothers had 
pulled up alongside the 
couple in a Mini Cooper 
in a chance meeting, the 
court heard, and due to 
history with the boy¬ 
friend began to row with 
each other. 

The boyfriend was 
chased into the town 
centre while the female 
victim sought refuge in 
the shop. 

But she was soon 
found by the brothers. 
CCTV footage of their 
attack was shown to the 
court. Lamar, aged 19, of 
Crosby Close, Whitmore 
Reans, Wolverhampton, instigated the vio¬ 
lence, punching her to the floor. Stefan, 26, of 
Vale Street, Ettingshall, Wolverhampton, then 
weighed in as punches and kicks continued to 
be thrown by both men before she was dragged 
across the store as a stunned shopkeeper looked 
on. They then ran off, taking her purse. 

Stefan was sentenced to nine years and four 
months and his brother for seven years and four 
months. They both admitted assault causing 
grievous bodily harm and robbery. 

Judge James Burbidge said: “They didn’t at¬ 
tack a man. In a cowardly way they attacked a 
woman. Their argument was with the man. You 
pursued her. What followed was an extremely 
violent assault on a lone woman. It was a fero¬ 
cious and sustained. Your actions were captured 
on CCTV and anybody watching it would be 
sickened by what they saw.” 




£5,000’s a right Chuckle for Linda 


Chuckle Brothers Barry and Paul with hospice promotions chief Dean Vitellozzi and winner Linda Jones 


A LUCKY Lottery winner from 
West Bromwich is celebrating af¬ 
ter scooping £5,000 in a charity 
competition. 

Compton Hospice Lottery win¬ 
ner Linda Jones was over the 
moon to scoop the jackpot. 

And her win was given a boost 
when she was presented with her 
cheque from the stars of Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre’s panto, 
The Chuckle Brothers. 

Linda Jones, aged 68, has been 


a regular player of Compton Hos¬ 
pice Lottery for more than 10 
years, but has only ever won £5 
on previous occasions. 

She said: “I nearly fainted when 
I found out. I was absolutely 
amazed. I am going to be using 
the money to help refurbish the 
house, we have planned the refur¬ 
bishment for a long time, but now 
we have got the money we can do 
it a bit better than we thought.” 

Compton Hospice spokeswoman 


Grace Ruston, said: “It was the 
second year that we have done the 
super draw. 

“We sold over 44,000 tickets at 
£1 each, it is a fantastic income 
generator for the hospice. 

Every year the Grand Theatre 
let us take a photograph with the 
panto stars. 

“We would like to say thank you 
to them for continuing to host us 
and to everyone that has played,” 
she said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Car collision man 
is left injured 

A MAN has been seriously injured af¬ 
ter being hit by a car outside a Black 
Country pub in Tipton. West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance service were called 
to the Gospel Oak Pub, on Bilston 
Road, after reports of a serious colli¬ 
sion. 

An ambulance, paramedic officer, 
doctor and the ambulance trust’s 
merit team all attended the scene 
around 5.30pm last Thursday. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
John Hawker, said: “Crews arrived to 
find a man who had suffered serious 
injuries in the incident. 

“The man, believed to be in his early 
20’s, received emergency trauma care 
at the scene by ambulance medics. 

“Following treatment the man 
was transferred by land ambulance 
to Queen Elizabeth Hospital Major 
Trauma Unit for further emergency 
treatment.” 

Anyone with information should 
contact West Midlands Police on 101. 

MP calls for a 
cut in beer duty 

A BLACK Country MP has called on 
Chancellor George Osborne to give a 
boost to pubs and breweries by deliv¬ 
ering another cut in beer duty at this 
year’s Budget. 

The tax companies have to pay on 
beer has been reduced by lp in each 
of the last three years and Labour MP 
John Spellar said previous cuts had 
boosted confidence in pubs and led to 
the creation of 19,000 jobs. 

The War ley MP said: “Previous cuts 
have not only helped the social life of 
pubs and clubs , but also helped to 
boost economic activity and revenue.” 

Missing man's 
inquest date set 

AN inquest date has been set for an 
Oldbury man whose remains were 
found close to the M54 in Shropshire. 

Surjit Takhar was 37 when he was 
reported missing from his home on 
October 8, 2008.Mr Takhar’s remains 
were discovered by workers on Au¬ 
gust 20 last year at the bottom of an 
embankment, next to the slip road at 
Junction 4 of the M54 in Telford. 

Shropshire Coroner’s Office has 
confirmed an inquest into his death 
will take place at Shirehall in Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury on February 
17. 

Birdwatch walk is 
due in warley woods 

A GUIDED birdwatch walk will be 
taking place in Warley Woods this Sat¬ 
urday. 

The walk is part ofRSPB’s Big 
Garden Birdwatch. Leading member 
Liz Coleman will carry out the walk, 
which begins from the golf shop at 
10am, and lasts an hour. 

People of all ages are welcome and 
whoever has binoculars are encour¬ 
aged to bring them. It is £2 per adult 
and free for children. Anyone inter¬ 
ested can call 01214201061 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Dark Nights 
TIME TO > 

UPGRADE SECURITY 


FREE SECURITY CHECKS 
DON’T DELAY CALL NOW! 

• COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• LIGHTING/CCTV/LOCKS • KEY CUTTING SERVICE 


24HR Emergency Number 

07834 882294 


SAFES SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED 


132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B713HP 
www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 




© Family business established over 25 years 
©Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we are 
here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

© All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

iiflEaLHomEcarE 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 

The Home Improvement Specialist 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


THINGS on your bathroom shelf. Ever no¬ 
ticed how similar a tube of Oral-B tooth¬ 
paste is to a tube of Neutrogena hand 
cream? Deeply unpleasant start to the day. 

MUCH has been written and spoken 
about Jeremy Corbyn’s plan for nuclear 
submarines without nuclear missiles. I like 
this little analogy from a Scottish website: 
“I took the blades out of my kitchen knives 
to see how they’d work. I could still squish 
tomatoes with the handle but my neigh¬ 
bours called me a ***** and are now park¬ 
ing on my driveway.” 

MEANWHILE, it emerges Mr Corbyn 
calls his family cat El Gato which is simply 
Spanish for “the Cat.” We have a similar 
nameless arrangement at Chateau Rhodes 
where the resident tabby who wandered 
in seven years ago may be addressed 
in the course of a day as Puss, Pusskin, 
The Prince, Killer, Poppet, Chick, Button, 
Sweetie, Fuzzy Face, Sausage and Mate 
but is usually known as The Cat. 

AFTER the massive coverage following 
the deaths of Mr Lemmy from Motorhead 
and Mr Bowie from Mars, you might think 
the media has exhausted their ability to 
go over the top. Not a bit of it. According 
to Radio 4 news at 11pm on Monday, the 
most important global event of the day, 
was the death of Glen Frey of the Eagles. 

THE full veil, the medieval symbol of 
male ownership of women, is alien to Brit¬ 
ish culture and an affront to equality. Like 
all religious trappings it sends out the di¬ 
visive message: “I am different from you. 
I am better than you,” which is not a big 
step from say¬ 
ing: “You are 
lower than me. 
You are worth 
less than me.” 
At a time when 
we are at war 
with people 
who make their 
women wear 
the veil, to see 
it paraded in 
British streets is as offensive and threat¬ 
ening as seeing someone strolling through 
London in 1940 in the black uniform of 
Hitler’s SS. We cannot ban the full veil by 
law. The essential freedom to wear what 
we choose is too precious to be extin¬ 
guished. Yet David Cameron’s declaration 
that he will support hospitals, schools, 
colleges and other places which insist on 
the “proper and sensible” measure of fac¬ 
es being visible is a welcome step. As the 
Tory MP Philip Hollobone puts it: “I don’t 
want to live in a country where a police 
officer is veiled, where a newsreader is 
veiled, where a nurse or doctor is veiled.” 
For the sake of freedom we cannot ban the 
full veil. But in the name of freedom we can 
despise it. 

SCREECHING like a banshee, Sarah Pa¬ 
lin pledges her support to Donald Trump. 
What a delightful couple they make: the 
Trump and the Chump. I can’t think of a 
time when Hillary Clinton has looked quite 
so appealing. 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 




MP hits out at station closure plans 


PLANNED police station closures 
are ‘unfair and unnecessary’ accord¬ 
ing to a MP after dates to shut the 
doors were confirmed. 

Closure dates for 13 police stations 
in the Black Country have been con¬ 
firmed as part of £8.6 million cuts by 
West Midlands Police. 

West Midlands Police is shutting 
28 stations in total across its area, 
with some being axed and others 


sold. The Netherton police base will 
shut on January 31 alongside others 
in Wolverhampton and Great Barr. 

Dudley station will go on August 
31, with Halesowen station due to 
close on January 31, 2017. Kingswin- 
ford police station is expected to close 
within the next 18 months. West 
Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson said the the 
force had to take ‘difficult decisions’. 


But Dudley South MP Mike Wood, 
whose constituency covers Nether¬ 
ton and Kingswinford, said the move 
would impact on the town. “There is 
no requirement for the commissioner 
to pursue his plans to close stations 
in Kingswinford and Netherton,” 
he said. “At the outset I have said 
that closing two stations within my 
constituency was both unfair and 
now unnecessary. The Government 


following representation from MPs 
like myself has changed the formula 
for funding forces such as West Mid¬ 
lands Police and as a result its budget 
will not face any budget reductions. 

“Therefore the reasons for clos¬ 
ing any of the named stations is no 
longer viable and the Commissioner 
should do as the Chancellor has done 
- listen to representation and change 
his mind.” 


Huge challenge for 
council over schools 


By Richard Guttridge 


SANDWELL Council is fac¬ 
ing a ‘significant challenge’ 
to ensure enough second¬ 
ary school places are avail¬ 
able over the next decade, 
with a baby boom and mi¬ 
gration pushing schools to 
bursting point. 

Some 4,800 new places need to be 
created by 2025 but less than half 
of that total has so far been identi¬ 
fied through new schools that are in 
the pipeline. And the total of places 
needed could yet rise. Education 
bosses say there are particular con¬ 
cerned about having enough places 
for the start of the 2019 school year 
amid a rising birth rate both locally 
and nationally. 

A report by the council’s audit 
committee said the task has been 
made more difficult with the col¬ 
lapse of the Building Schools for 
the Future programme, as well as 
an increase in mid-term entries in 
recent years due to migration to the 
borough from abroad. The report 
says: “The council faces a significant 
challenge to provide approximately 
4,800 additional secondary places by 
2025.” 

Expanded 

Chiefs are also concerned about a 
lack of suitable sites in Sandwell to 
build schools. 

Sandwell lost out on £138 mil¬ 
lion when the Building Schools 
for the Future scheme was axed 
in 2010. Wood Green Academy in 
Wednesbury, The Meadows School 
in Oldbury, Heathfield Founda¬ 
tion Technology College in Cradley 
Heath, Phoenix Collegiate Academy 
at the former Manor and Menzies 
sites, Perryfields and Bristnall Hall 
schools, Stuart Bathurst and The 
Bridge pupil referral unit all lost out 
when the scheme was axed. 

Since 2010, 22 primary schools 
in the borough have been expanded 
with an extra 750 reception places 
created. A firmer focus in now being 
placed on secondary schools. In Sep¬ 
tember, plans to create Sandwell’s 
first new secondary school in 10 
years were given the go-ahead. 



Arnie takes over at convention centre 


The Terminator films star seen during An experience with Arnold Schwarzenegger at the ICC Birmingham 


MUSCLE-BOUND megastar Arnold 
Schwarzenegger wowed fans when he 
appeared on stage in Birmingham for 
the first time. 

The International Convention 
Centre was packed with guests who 
wanted to catch a glimpse of the for¬ 
mer Mr Universe - some paying up to 
£1,500 for a meet and greet. 

An Experience with...Arnold 
Schwarzenegger saw the Terminator 
star take part in a live interview in 
front of an eager crowd. 


The 68-year-old arrived on stage to 
the sci-fi classic’s theme tune and went 
on to chat about his career and life. 
Talking about cycling on the wrong 
side of the road in Edinburgh, last 
Wednesday, he said he was not worried 
because ‘I am a machine’. 

Earlier in the day he was seen at 
The Gentleman and Scholar Pub inside 
The Hyatt Regency, opposite the ICC. 
A picture of the star posted on Twit¬ 
ter showed him relaxing and wearing 
shorts. 



The star relaxing in shorts 


Pupils are 
praised for 
response to 
bomb scare 

STUDENTS have been praised for 
their response in the aftermath of 
a series of hoax bomb calls which 
caused schools to be evacuated. 

Four schools were evacuated last 
Tuesday morning. Calls were made to 
Oldbury Academy and Bristnall Hall 
Academy in Oldbury, Holly Lodge in 
Smethwick and Leasowes High School 
in Halesowen warning of an immedi¬ 
ate threat. 

Police say that they did not advise 
schools to close but that pupils’ safety 
was a ‘priority’. Headteachers said 
evacuating was the ‘right thing to do’. 

Lessons were interrupted and pu¬ 
pils told to leave as quickly as possi¬ 
ble. The schools were searched but no 
suspicious packages were found. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
man said: “Following the alerts made 
directly to the schools, some institu¬ 
tions took the independent decision to 
evacuate students. At no time did po¬ 
lice advise the schools affected or oth¬ 
ers to close or to change their usual 
timetable.” On Oldbury Academy’s 
website, headteacher Philip Shackle- 
ton praised students. He said: “The 
response of our staff and students was 
excellent. They left our site quickly, 
calmly and were unflustered despite 
the considerable disruption to their 
day.” 

Leasowes High School took the 
decision to reopen in the afternoon. 
Headteacher Neil Shaw said: “We 
received a threat of a bomb and ob¬ 
viously evacuating the school is the 
right thing to do in the interests of 
the safety.” 

Male voice choir 
in rangers bid 

A MALE voice choir from Cradley 
Heath is performing a concert for the 
Netherton Ranger Guides in March. 

The Cradley Heath Male Voice 
Choir will sing at the Salvation Army 
Citadel, on Meredith Street, on March 
5. The concert will have an American 
theme to fit in with the rangers’ trip 
to America later on this year. 

The rangers have been taken to 
a number of different countries to 
broaden their experience of other cul¬ 
tures and lands, with their last two 
trips being Australia and Japan. 

The male choir will also perform 
concerts for The Hall Green Retired 
Greyhound Trust in Worcester Cathe¬ 
dral on the April 30 and Sunfield Chil¬ 
dren’s Home in Stourbridge on May 
21. For tickets, contact David Perry 
on 01384 355559. 


Lorry park proposal 
at ex-gasworks 

A LORRY park will be built on a for¬ 
mer gasworks site in Oldbury, under 
new proposals. An application for the 
land in Dudley Road has been sub¬ 
mitted to Sandwell Council by Gareth 
Cartwright from Little Pot Transport 
Ltd. 
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Hospital's 
healthy food 
options are 
on increase 

SANDWELL Hospital has seen an in¬ 
crease in the amount of healthy food 
being sold to visitors and staff since 
undertaking a policy to drop its prices 
on healthier options. 

Foods high in fat, salt or sugar 
were rated red and increased in price, 
whilst foods which were lower were 
rated green and the prices reduced. 
Sugary drinks were also removed 
from all vending machines and most 
other outlets. Sand well and West 
Birmingham Hospitals began imple¬ 
menting the policy in 2014 as part of a 
three year Public Health Plan - which 
will see the policy being made manda¬ 
tory across the NHS. 

Now data released by the NHS 
Trust has shown encouraging results 
from the amount of staff and visitors 
buying healthy food, under what they 
call their ‘Choose Green’ campaign. 

Chief executive, Toby Lewis, said 
that he was proud that they were one 
of the first trusts in the country to 
take up the initiative. 

He explained: “We are delighted 
that in the last year we have halved 
the number of chip portions sold at 
the trust, directly as a result of our 
‘Choose Green’ campaign. We have 
seen healthy options chosen by staff 
increase sharply, and we will be in¬ 
creasing the healthy options we sell 
further this spring. 

“In 2014 we published our Public 
Health strategy, which contained a 
set of promises - some based on work 
we had already started. A new gym for 
staff at Sandwell opens in a few weeks 
time.” 


Slam dunk for 
music festival 

A METAL and rock festival in Bir¬ 
mingham is celebrating its tenth an¬ 
niversary and is aiming to be bigger 
and better than ever with eight new 
bands announced. 

Bands Set Your Goals, Miss May I, 
Mallory Knox, The Story So Far, Cap- 
down, The Starting Line, We Came As 
Romans and Zebrahead will join head¬ 
liners Panic! At The Disc, Of Mice & 
Men, New Found Glory and many 
more for the May 2016 bank holiday 
weekend. 

The festival is on Sunday May 29 
at the NEC. Tickets are on sale now 
and priced at £42 or £47, including an 
afterparty. The festival is 14 plus (fes¬ 
tival only) or 18 plus for festival and 
afterparty tickets. You can buy tickets 
on www.slamdunkmusic.com 

Tuning up for 
latest production 

REHEARSALS are well under way 
for Tettenhall Operatic Company’s 
latest performance of Gilbert and Sul¬ 
livan’s Iolanthe. The concerts are on 
February 5 and 6 at the Towers Thea¬ 
tre, Tettenhall College. 


Find your own pace get back into shape 



Mel Carpenter 


SMETHWICK fitness guru Mel 
Carpenter, has some advice for 
getting back into shape, despite 
the winter blues: 

So, there was lots of eating, drinking and 
making merry and probably little to no ex¬ 
ercise at Christmas and since - am I right? 

Finding the motivation to start again can 
be difficult! I attended a couple of classes over 
the Festive season and squeezed in a few 
runs, but it was hard! I started back teaching 
last week and it nearly killed me! 

You have to be brutally honest with your¬ 
self - yes everyone likes to make New Year 
resolutions to be fit/skinny/healthy but we 
should all know that this is not a quick fix. If 


it took months to put the weight on, its going 
to take at least that for it to come off if you 
want to do it the right way! 

Try and find an activity that you think 
you will enjoy - some people hate the gym so 
maybe a class would suit you better. Don’t 
fancy exercising with a group? Then get some 
PT sessions booked in! I train with a personal 
trainer as he motivates me to push myself 
further than I would alone.Set yourself a 
realistic goal, something that you can plan 
and work towards! I run with a group of girls 
and some of us have entered races this year 
(I’m doing the Great Birmingham 10k run in 
May) and so we’re following training plans 
that are achievable! Look up SMART Goals 
and you will see what I mean. 


Running is just one great way to keep in 
shape and lose weight but we also have to 
make sure that we are fuelling the body cor¬ 
rectly when we exercise! Most people take 
better care of their cars than they do them¬ 
selves and this results in a lot of people quit¬ 
ting very early on! 

So, find an activity you think you will 
enjoy, get yourself a training plan so that 
you can work effectively towards your goals 
and follow a healthy eating plan that will give 
you enough fuel to train/function. It really is 
that simple! 

For information on classes, log onto http:// 
www.cardiocentral.co.uk/ or for Mel’s blog, 
http ://thehealthcarpenter .co .uk/ author/mel- 
c/. 


Borough 4th worst in 
UK for debt problems 


SANDWELL is one of the UK debt 
hotspots - with the borough named 
fourth in the nation for the highest 
number of people seeking advice 
over money woes, according to 
new research. 

People are drowning in around £180 bil¬ 
lion of personal debt across the country- 
including personal loans, credit and store 
cards. 

Sandwell was named the fourth in the UK 
for the number of people seeking debt advice 
as part of a new survey. 

This placed Sandwell higher than cities in 
the top 10, such as Manchester, Nottingham 
and Glasgow. The research analysed where 
people have sought advice or help for debt in 
Britain and looked at 750,000 calls to debt 
advice service StepChange over the past five 
years. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader, Councillor 
Steve Eling, said the borough was high in the 
league table due to the quality of advice ser¬ 
vices available. “Clearly it has been a difficult 
time for people recently,” he said. 

“Zero hours contracts do not help and people 
borrowing money from one week to the next. 

Expenses 

“I think any increase in debt is down to an 
increase in weekly living expenses, not people 
spending on big expense items.” 

He added: “The council funds a number of 
advice organisations, such as the Citizens Ad¬ 
vice Bureau, to find good support and advice 
over debt. We don’t offer advice as a council 
because sometimes the debt would be with us 
so instead we work with other organisations. 

Richard Jenkings at Experian which co-au- 
thored the report, said: “When we analysed the 
people that have had to seek debt advice I was 
struck by the fact that every single type of per¬ 
son is represented. 

“Our findings show that debt problems can 
impact people from all different backgrounds 
and circumstances. 

“Although it is not a surprise that the need 
for advice on debt-related problems rises as 
average income levels fall and unemployment 
rates rise, evidently there’s also a significant 
number of people who have either lived be¬ 
yond their means or whose circumstances have 
changed and have fallen into to debt. Anyone 
could be in their shoes.” 


Into the valley for winter view 




A 



Sandwell Valley caught with a layer of early morning frost - taken by Richard Harris on his phone 


WITH temperatures freezing 
across the Black Country, Richard 
Harris stopped to take this stun¬ 
ning photo at Sandwell Valley - on 
his mobile phone. 

The 43-year-old from Stone 
Cross, West Bromwich works as 
a level three forest school leader 
for Sandwell Council’s Out to Play 
service, and took the shot at the 
country park. 

A keen birdwatcher, Mr Harris 
enjoys taking shots of local wild¬ 


life but does not consider himself 
a photographer at all. 

He said: “Whenever I am doing 
forest schools, I will take a photo 
wherever I am that day and it’s 
something I quite enjoy. 

“I quite often go down Sandwell 
Valley because I am a keen bird¬ 
watcher and there is a family of 
ring-necked parakeets that live 
there. I keep budgies myself and 
to see them out in the wild in the 
Black Country is amazing. 


“Being born and bred in West 
Bromwich, I have seen all of the 
changes to Sandwell Valley over 
the years. I remember going there 
as a 10-year-old and now I’ll go 
there and take my 10-year-old 
along with me. I took that photo 
on my iPhone 5 camera, I’m no 
David Bailey. I took it to show how 
cold and white the field was to be 
honest. I just got my phone out, 
took my glove off, took a click and 
then put my phone back.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Adverts board 
protest backed 

A CAMPAIGN to stop a 27ft-high 
advertising board being build near 
the M5 and M6 has been backed by a 
ward councillor. 

Charlemont Councillor Liam Preece 
said he supported the Alliance of Brit¬ 
ish Drivers after it approached the 
Government to stop the sign on Ray 
Hall Lane, West Bromwich over fears 
it could distract drivers. 

The council approved the plans de¬ 
spite protests from some councillors 
and members of the public. Council¬ 
lor Preece said: “The decision made by 
the council was wrong.” 

inquest opens 
over hanging 

AN inquest has been opened after a 
man suffering from depression was 
found hanged in his house. 

Philip White, aged 59, was discov¬ 
ered in Habberley Road, Rowley Regis, 
by his wife on December 28. 

Black Country Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique, speaking in Smethwick Cor¬ 
oners Court, said Mr White suffered 
from Asperger’s Syndrome and was 
treated for depression. Mr Siddique 
said the hearing would include state¬ 
ments from the medical service. 

The inquest will take place Smeth¬ 
wick Coroners Court on February 17. 

Workshops on 
volunteering 

A SERIES of workshops are planned 
to help people who may be consider¬ 
ing becoming volunteers. Overcom¬ 
ing Barriers to Volunteering Part 1 
will be held on Wednesday March 23, 
9.30am-1.30pm, at Hawthorn House 
in Halfords Lane, West Bromwich. 

Cost per delegate is £25.00. Light 
lunch will be provided. To reserve a 
place, email volunteer@volunteercen- 
tresandwell.co.uk or contact Richard 
Lodder, office administrator on 0121 
544 8326. 

Billy Spake Mon to 
host library talk 

A TALK on the history of the Black 
Country along with songs and stories 
will take place at Dudley Library. 

Billy SpakeMon will be hosting the 
talk entitled ‘Two Blokes Two Chairs 
an a Chap called John’ on February 
23 at 3.15pm. It will take place on the 
second floor meeting room and admis¬ 
sion will be £3.00. 

Dudley Library is situated on St 
James’s Road in the town centre. 

For more information call 01384 
815560. 

Charity open garden 

THE owner of a nursery and garden 
centre near Kingswinford is open¬ 
ing up his own garden for charity. 
Nurseryman John Massey is holding 
the open day at John’s Garden at the 
Ashwood Nurseries site in Ashwood 
Lower Lane on Saturday, February 6, 
from 10am to 4pm. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Wristband 
to provide 
free food? 
Get over it! 

LYNX House is a service for asylum seek¬ 
ers in Cardiff. Among many things, it pro¬ 
vides free food for anybody who wears a 
wristband to prove they are entitled to it. 
Or at least it was until this week. 

Now you might think that is not a bad 
arrangement. In fact, it would not entire¬ 
ly surprise me if a few cheeky chappies 
of the Benefits Street persuasion started 
rummaging around their drawers for that 
old Alton Towers wristband in the hope of 
getting a bit of free grub. 

But incredibly, the policy has been 
abandoned after some of the asylum 
seekers complained it was undignified. 
The Welsh Refugee Council compared it 
to the branding of Jews in Nazi Germa¬ 
ny. Similar claims were made last week, 
when it emerged a property company 
in Middlesbrough had been putting up 
asylum seekers in houses which had red 
doors. 

Yesterday marked National Holocaust 
Memorial Day, when Britain remembers 
the millions of Jews, and other groups, 
who suffered unimaginable persecution 
in Hitler’s Germany. Some perished in 
the gas chambers. Others died in squalid 
slave labour camps. Female victims had 
their hair hacked off to make socks for 
the German Army. Minor breaches of 
camp rules were punished in ways prob¬ 
ably not appropriate to describe here. 

I know this because I was privileged 
to visit Auschwitz last year, and over the 
years I have met several survivors who 
have lived through things I cannot begin 
to understand. 

The Nazis didn’t offer their victims 
rent-free terraced houses with shiny red 
doors. And the yellow stars worn by Hit¬ 
ler’s victims did not entitle them to a free 
buffet. 

The horrors of what I saw at Auschwitz 
will never leave me. And I can’t begin to 
tell you how angry I feel when I hear peo¬ 
ple comparing a red front door or a wrist¬ 
band for free nosh to what those people 
went through. 

□ □□ 

COUNCIL bigwigs in east London have 
come up with the bonzer idea to clean up 
their parks. Patrols are being employed to 
pick up the dog-doings, and take them 
away for analysis. A team of experts will 
prod about with the, ahem, ingredients of 
the poop and then check them against a 
dog-doings DNA database in an attempt 
to trace the owner. Now there’s an inter¬ 
esting career for somebody. 

One does wonder, though, whether Big 
Baz the skinhead will have taken his bor¬ 
derline legal cross-bred pit bull down to 
the vet’s to be registered. Still, I’m sure 
the little old lady who can’t bend down to 
pick it up will be fined. 

All this at a time of supposed austeri¬ 
ty. But there’s still money for a dog poo 
database. And which area of London is 
carrying out this exciting experiment? 
Barking. Says it all really. 
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Yulong Xiongba makes the racecard at Wolverhampton 



A close up of the four-year-old 



A racing certainty 



Yulong Xiongba, carrying the Owners Group silks, in action on the track 


You don’t need to be rich and 
famous to take ownership of a 
racehorse. MARK SHIPP, who 
is living the dream, explains 


TRADITIONALLY a pastime for the 
elite, horse racing is not called ‘the 
sport of kings’ for nothing. 

That said, there is an affordable way 
to rub shoulders with the rich oil barons 
and businessmen. Welcome to the world 
of the Owners Group. 

The group gives everyday folks, like myself, 
the chance to experience the world of the turf 
and to have a stake in a thoroughbred. Quite 
like mega-rich Manchester City playing a non¬ 
league team full of window-fitters, mechan¬ 
ics and postmen in the FA Cup, the Owners 
Group is made up of people from all walks of 
life, my Asda shop assistant other half among 
them. 

True, our horse Yulong Xiongba (pro¬ 
nounced you-long shawn(g) ba) hasn’t quite 
hit the heights on the track. But the excite¬ 
ment of just telling people ‘that’s our horse’ 
is something money cannot buy. But put the 
Champagne on ice... he’s finished third - both 
times at Wolverhampton - and then followed 
that up with a second. 

Dictated 

As a year’s membership is less than it costs 
to keep a car on the road, what is there to lose? 
Even if our share probably only equates to a 
toenail on its hind leg - not that he’s divvied 
up that way. 

The cost actually depends on the training 
fees dictated by the yard at which the horse is 
based. Yulong had been stabled by Derby-win¬ 
ning trainer Roger Charlton near Chippenham 
in Wiltshire, but has since switched to the 
Malton, north Yorkshire yard of Julie Cama¬ 
cho. A smaller string means the training costs 
aren’t as high, so a second year of membership 
is only half the price of what it was the first 
time round. Bargain. 

So what can you expect for your money? Not 


to get rich, unfortunately, though that doesn’t 
stop us dreaming. “This time next year. . .’’as 
that great philosopher Del Boy Trotter once 
said.. 

A regular newsletter informs all syndicate 
holders what the Owners Group horses are 
up to and there are text and email updates of 
when a horse is running or declared to do so. 
That in turn gives owners the chance to claim 
a free badge to see their horse race. 

There’s even merchandise in the form of 
souvenir pictures and mugs (that’s the drink¬ 
ing vessel, not us gullible punters), while sta¬ 
ble visits are also offered. 

My friend Andy, a fellow Yulong owner, and 
I took up the offer to see the horse ‘at home’. 
He was well-behaved that day, but unfortu¬ 
nately that has not always translated itself to 
the course. A seven furlong winner in Ireland 
as a two-year old when trained by former Der¬ 


by-winning jockey Johnny Murtagh, we had 
high hopes Yulong would progress. But more 
of that later. 

My involvement began when my other half 
spotted a newspaper advert for the Owners 
Group, looking for shareholders for Cham¬ 
pagne Express, a jumper trained by Nicky 
Henderson - an ideal Christmas present she 
thought, knowing of my love for the sport. 

“But I want us to experience it together,” 
I said. And so our journey began. Shares in 
Champagne Express were gone when we ap¬ 
plied. So Yulong it was. Meanwhile, our first 
choice won his first race, bolting up at Chep¬ 
stow to earn nearly £2,000 in prize money. 

Another Owners Group horse, Sound In¬ 
vestment, has lived up to its name, finishing 
first past the post on three occasions, racking 
up around £80,000 in win and place earnings 
in the process, adding to that with a third 


place finish in the prestigious Paddy Power 
Gold Cup at Cheltenham. And Yulong? His 
name means clever person, but he hasn’t been 
too intelligent on the course. His two third- 
place finishes and one second are his best ef¬ 
forts from his six outings this year. But, like 
a football team showing steady year-on-year 
improvement, we know a win is just around 
the corner. 

Spare a thought, though, for the owners of 
Spirit of Wedza who, after 13 races, have yet to 
see their horse get its head in front. 

Yulong got off to an inauspicious start when 
he refused to go in the stalls and unseated his 
rider on his seasonal bow at Lingfield. 

Subsequent races saw him down the field at 
Windsor and Kempton. He was even scratched 
on the morning of a race because he had a 
‘dirty nose’- or ‘having a bit of a cold’. 

Experience 

But this ownership lark is nothing to be 
sniffed at. Yulong has thrived following a 
change of surroundings. He was only just 
touched off when third at Dunstall Park - 
which meant the three of us, myself, my other 
half and mate, could all witness it. And we 
were also there when it followed up with an¬ 
other third placed finish, enjoying the ultimate 
owners’ experience. 

The feeling was indescribable, collecting an 
owners’ badge, meeting other shareholders 
and the trainer’s husband, cheering Yulong 
on then watching him parade around the un¬ 
saddling enclosure. The joy was unbridled, you 
could say . 

Listening to the trainer’s husband Steve 
Brown is an absolute pleasure. So knowl¬ 
edgeable about his field, he talks the owners 
through Yulong’s races, gives the lowdown on 
future plans and informs us all how the horse 
is doing at home. All are convinced the right 
race will come along and a win is just around 
the corner. But should that not happen, it’s 
been fun watching him try. 

We haven’t quite got another Frankel on 
our hands but as my mate put it, ‘we are living 
the Yulong dream’. 

• Owners Group still has shares in a 
number of horses. Visit www.ownersgroup. 
co.uk or call 01380 811888 for more details. 

Pictures courtersy of the Owners Group. 
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S Open 7 Days a Week 
S Old Buildings Removed 
S Base Laying Service 
S Asbestos Disposal 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Concrete 

Garages 


Sale prices from 

Single Garage PH OQQ 
16ft x 8ft 1^5757 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£2599 


Summer 

Houses 


Sale prices from 

7ft x 5ft £517 
8ft x 6ft £616 
8ft x 8ft £670 


Log Cabins VIEW 

& Garden Rooms ONLINE 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


S Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 











































Time to take control of 


JUNIOR doctors are striking because 
they are exposed on a daily basis to 
the massive problems within our NHS, 
they are painfully aware of just how 
close the NHS is to breaking down 
completely, and they know that they 
will be the ones who are expected to at¬ 
tempt to ‘paper over the ever widening 
cracks’, by working longer and longer 
hours, for less pay. 

A & E waiting time targets are being 
missed across the country, similarly 
those for ambulance responses, and a 
whole multitude of others. Our govern¬ 
ment’s answer to this growing crisis? 


Stop publishing a lot of the statistics, 
and in doing so, try to hide just how 
bad things have become. 

If the UK population continues to 
increase by 330,000 people through 
legal migration every year (who knows 
how much illegally, take a guess), we 
can never hope to train doctors and 
nurses quickly enough, or even to 
somehow induce foreign ones to leave 
other countries and to come over here. 
On the contrary, record numbers are 
now leaving the NHS to work abroad, 
retiring very early, or going part time, 
effectively they are giving up, because 


our destiny 

they can no longer do their job prop¬ 
erly. Criminals are being given light 
sentences, ‘non-custodial’, because our 
jails have been full for many years, par¬ 
ents are struggling to find school places 
for their children due to insufficient 
teacher numbers, and the our housing 
crisis worsens year on year. 

There is only one hope for regaining 
control of our country and our destiny, 
and that is to vote to leave when we 
finally get to have a say, via the EU 
referendum. 

PETE DURNELL 
Chairman of UKIP Sandwell 


Appalled 
by faulty 
car lights 

IN addition to drivers who 
do not switch their lights on 
early at dusk and in inclem¬ 
ent weather, I am appalled 
by the large number of ve¬ 
hicles with deficient lights. 

Drivers need to check 
their lights regularly and 
rectify defective ones. The 
only other check which oc¬ 
curs is the MOT test which 
takes place only annually 
and, in the case of new ve¬ 
hicles, only after the first 
three years. 

In the meantime, the po¬ 
lice should be more active 
by setting up roadside spot 
checks not with a view to 
prosecuting but, instead, 
requiring defects to be recti¬ 
fied within a short specified 
period. This would seem to 
be more sensible than hold¬ 
ing speed checks and pros¬ 
ecuting drivers who exceed 
the speed limit by a rela¬ 
tively small margin. 

Priority given to this issue 
is necessary because of long 
hours of darkness and bad 
visibility at this time of year. 

D PARISH 
Rowley Regis 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


All efforts made to 
continue NHS care 

IN response to A M Etheridge’s article ‘Doctors you took 
an oath’, January 15. It states ‘I don’t take sides’ and goes 
on to knock the doctors quoting a section of the Hippo¬ 
cratic Oath, adding ‘don’t tell me patients will not suffer 
harm’. It’s directed at the doctors giving the impression 
they don’t care. Every effort was made for patient safety 
during the strike. When Sandwell Hospital claimed they 
could not cope the doctors answered the call. 

On the subject of cancellations of some appointments in 
all honesty cancellations go on all the time yet they are only 
being highlighted now to discredit the doctors’ strike. A M 
Etheridge goes on to say ‘I cannot argue that the removal 
of services is the only way to pressurise the Government’. 

Doctors have been in negotiations with the Government 
for about two years. Negotiations are based on both sides 
keeping an open mind to mutually agree acceptable terms. 
The Government’s interpretation of negotiations are ‘we 
will have talks with you, these are our terms, accept them 
voluntarily or we will impose them’. They treat doctors as 
slaves to obey their every will. 

H J ROPER 
Tipton 


No interest 
in problems 
of residents 

I WOULD like to thank you 
for printing my letter on the 
combined authorities. 

I have nothing against Mr 
P Agg of Wednesbury, I like 
people who speak their mind 
- most people know about 
MPs and their fiddling. 

He should concentrate 
nearer home, councillors 
have been doing this since 
they decided they wanted 
paying, why does he think it 
has become a family affair? 

Just look at the state of 
Sandwell Council and why 
they haven’t had enough 
money left in the trough 
leading them to become 
cash-strapped. All these 
people want today is power 
and money - they are not 
interested what happens to 
the public. If I had a choice 
to vote for MPs, councillors 
or police, the police would 
be my choice. I would rather 
have law and order than 
what we have now. 

I wonder what will hap¬ 
pen to the country when 
they get rid of the police. 

J RUSHTON 

Tipton 


primecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


NHS 


NOW REGISTERING 

NHS Dental Patients 


Come and meet 
our friendly team 

" Call in to find out more or 


book an appointment 
NHS Dentistry is FREE i 
for children 



The Bridge Park 
NHS Dental Practice, Util 12, 

Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 OBN 



www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 

Call 0330 1239118 

to Secure Your Place 

• m 

- J 



ON ALL ORDERS PLACED BEFORE END OF JANUARY 2016 


1 DAY FULL 
INSTALLATION* 
Remove Old Bath 
Replaster Walls 
As Required 

Supply Walk In Enclosure, 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat, 
Thermostatic Shower 
Fully Tiled Or Panels 


BATHS £30.00 


VANITY UNIT £45.00 

SHOWER nn 

ENCLOSURES 


CHIMNEY HOODS £39.00 

GAS HOB £35 
OVENS £99 

GAS COOKERS £130 


FREE OVEN & HOB 
FREE SINK & TAP 

CDCC COOKER 

rrtcc hood 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


ALL INSTALLATIONS 
PROJECT MANAGED 
FROM START TO FINISH 


Windows 
Composite Doors 
Porches 


Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door Repairs 


Fascias / Guttering 
Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 


Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon- Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 9am - 1 pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 


interia 


KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WINTER SALE 


LESS-ABLED 

SHOWER SPECIAL 


INSTORE DIY 

SPECIALS 


OAP OFFERS 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN INSTALLATION 


0% vat For Qualifying Adaptions 


upto WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 


WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, A A* 

WS10 7LH U I l 

Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 
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Parking fees at Sandwell 
Valley look set to come in 


COUNCIL bosses look set to press ahead with controversial 
plans to introduce parking charges at Sandwell Valley Coun¬ 
try Park, despite dozens of objections to the scheme. 

A petition has been signed by 121 people opposing the scheme and 
the council said it had received ‘56 separate reasons for objection’ from 


aggrieved members of the public - 
es. Parking has always been free al 

Ikea bosses 
put together 
25 th events 

IKEA Birmingham is celebrating its 
25th birthday with a week full of fun, 
games and activities. 

DJ Danny will take to the decks 
to entertain customers entering the 
store, before they will be treated to 
balloon modelling, face painting and 
a drinks reception. 

Free meals will be awarded to any¬ 
one who arrives in fancy dress, before 
the store hosts a puppet show for chil¬ 
dren tomorrow, Friday, evening. 

A photo booth has been installed in 
the store with all Ikea family mem¬ 
bers to take home a birthday photo. 

Debbie Hughes, the Wednesbury 
store manager, said: “In the last quar¬ 
ter of a century, Ikea has grown as a 
company in the UK and become an 
integral part of many people’s lives. 

“We’ve now been open for 25 years, 
and want to thank our customers for 
making the store such a success.” 
Celebrations are taking place until 
Sunday. 


but still aims to bring in the charg- 
t the country park previously. 

However, visitors will find them¬ 
selves paying from 40p for an hour 
to £2 if they stay for more than four 
hours in the future. Around 200,000 
cars park at the site each year. 

A report written for the highways 
meeting today, Thursday, states: “No 
action [should] be taken in response to 
the objections received in relation to 
the introduction of parking charges in 
Sandwell Valley Country Park, West 
Bromwich.” 

Cabinet member Councillor Maria 
Crompton said the meeting will give 
opponents a chance to air their views 
and some changes to the proposals 
could still be made. 

Adjustments 

She said: “We’re having the meet¬ 
ing so people can come along and raise 
their objections, and that may colour 
what we do or change things. We could 
make adjustments to times and things 
like that, but we can’t make a decision 
unless we have the meeting and people 
share their views. 

“Not everyone will be happy but 
we want to make sure people know 
we have listened to them and done 
the best we can. Unfortunately in 
these austere times the council needs 
money or some services will struggle. 
An awful lot of work needs to be done 
at Sandwell Valley, and without more 
money we won’t be able to do that.” 



Bullring owners on track for centre 


The entrance at the newly-bought Grand Central shopping centre in Birmingham’s city centre 


BIRMINGHAM’S new Grand Central 
shopping centre has been bought by 
the owners of the city’s Bullring for 
a massive £335 million - with bosses 
hailing it as a ‘highly-prized trophy’. 

Property group Hammerson has ex¬ 
changed contracts with Birmingham 
City Council for the landmark devel¬ 
opment, which opened in September 
above the redeveloped New Street 
Station. 

As well as giving Hammerson a 
major stake in the city’s two premier 
shopping developments, the deal will 


provide a valuable cash injection for 
the council, which has been struggling 
in the face of widespread cuts. 

Hammerson, which runs the Bull- 
ring and owns 50 per cent of it, says 
it is also in advanced discussions with 
an un-named ‘existing join venture 
partner’ on other assets about enter¬ 
ing into a 50:50 joint venture for the 
future ownership of Grand Central. 

It is thought that unnamed part¬ 
ner is Network Rail, which had been 
offering the city council £200 million 
to become the sole owner of the the 


Grand Central shopping centre, which 
sits above the revamped Birmingham 
New Street station. 

Hammerson chief executive David 
Atkins said: “The acquisition of Grand 
Central, a highly-prized trophy asset 
in the UK’s second city, is fully aligned 
with Hammerson’s strategy of owning 
top-performing retail destinations in 
prime locations. We are strong sup¬ 
porters of the future of Birmingham 
and this acquisition provides us with 
additional exposure to the city’s fast 
growing economy.” 


Police issue 
appeal for 
witnesses 

POLICE have made a fresh appeal for 
witnesses to a crash in Tipton which 
left a 16-year-old boy in a critical 
condition. The teenager was hit by 
a silver Toyota Aygo while trying to 
cross the road at the traffic lights con¬ 
trolled junction of Bilston Road and 
Farmer Way, Gospel Oak. 

He suffered serious head injuries 
and continues to receive treatment in 
hospital, where he remains in a seri¬ 
ous condition. Officers have spoken to 
the driver of the Aygo, who stopped at 
the scene last Thursday. 

The incident happened around 
5.30pm. The road was closed for sev¬ 
eral hours while specialist accident 
reconstruction officers tried to piece 
together what happened. 

Sergeant Alan Wood, from the Re¬ 
gional Collision Investigation Unit, 
said: “A number of witnesses have 
already come forward but I would 
appeal to anyone else who may have 
seen the incident to contact us to help 
us establish exactly what happened.” 

Anyone with information should 
call police on 101 and quote incident 
log 1652 21/01/2016. 

New chief appointed 
for business group 

THE Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce has appointed Keith Bry¬ 
an as their new chief executive. 

After qualifying as an accountant 
whilst in the engineering industry, Mr 
Bryan joined the Tarmac Group and 
eventually became managing director 
of the £350 million building materials 
business and a member of the Tarmac 
Group Executive Committee. 

Since leaving Tarmac, Mr Bryan 
was a non-executive director at New 
Cross Hospital from 2005 to 2012. 
where he was the chair of the audit, 
charities, finance and performance 
committees and acted as chairman 
for two spells. 



No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 

v completed . 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards 


Guardian 

WBm toot 


Ivery window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


i — iZIL 33 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydaie a ring... 


/ Replace the \ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year roundy 




















































Tony's cautionary tale 
on hi-tech fraudsters 



IT all started with joining a 
personal wifi hotspot at a 
popular cafe. Then, within 
three months, Mr Smith had 
lost everything - including his 
home. 

‘Britain’s greatest fraudster’ 
Tony Sales last week gave a graph¬ 
ic demonstration to business lead¬ 
ers on just how easy it is to find 
yourself in the same position as a 
victim of Cyber Crime. 

He left his audience in shock as he 
spoke at the West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamie¬ 
son’s Annual Business Summit at 
Maple House, in Corporation Street, 
Birmingham. 

Mr Sales went through step-by-step 
how a fraudster would go about target¬ 
ing a victim, and the most frightening 
part was how easy it was to lose it all. 
He can literally steal your house from 
his mobile phone. 

Legitimate 

The demonstration started with Mr 
Smith, a made-up name, going for his 
regular coffee at Starbucks, and join¬ 
ing an open wifi network called ‘Star- 
bucks’. It would seem legitimate to all, 
but unbeknown to Mr Smith, the wifi 
network he joined was actually a per¬ 
sonal hotspot set up by Mr Sales. 

By joining the network, Mr Sales got 
access to Mr Smith’s emails. From his 
emails Mr Sales got hold of Mr Smith’s 
phone numbers from an online grocery 
shop receipt, and learnt Mr Smith was 
a keen shopper at a particular website. 

The following day, Mr Sales placed 
a call to Mr Smith’s work pretending 
to be from his favourite shopping web¬ 
site. Cutting a five-minute conversa¬ 
tion short, Mr Smith handed over his 
debit card details to part with £33 to 
get some vouchers for later discounts. 
He was told that the £33 would show 


up on his bill as a Post Office trans¬ 
action because this new scheme was 
being run in conjunction with them. 

Mr Sales paused here, and asked the 
audience why £33 and the Post Office 
connection? Nobody knew, but it was 
blindingly obvious when he said, £33 is 
the amount it costs with the Post Of¬ 
fice to divert mail from one address to 
another for three months. 

Now, Mr Sales was receiving all of 
Mr Smith’s personal post and pos¬ 
sessed his debit card and bank details. 

Mr Sales would then filter out what 
he needed and drop the rest of Mr 
Smith’s post back to his home before 
he got up in the morning. He also cre¬ 
ated several IDs, including a passport 
and a BT bill for Mr Smith. 

The aim at this point was clear for 
Mr Sales. “Other fraudsters may cash 
out here for £20,000 but I’m going to 
strip Mr Smith bare of everything,” 


he announced to the room at Maple 
House. He learns that Mr Smith is a 
builder, earning £500 a week, and is 
someone who likes to save his money. 
He opens a bank account in his name 
slowly drips money from one account 
to another then changes the address 
the bank has on file for Mr Smith. 

Mr Sales then buys a £40,000 
Mercedes with £400 monthly repay¬ 
ments, sells the car to an offshore 
buyer for £20,000 and makes £17,500 
profit after moving £2,500 into Mr 
Smith’s account to cover the repay¬ 
ments for six months. 

During the process of receiving Mr 
Smith’s mail, Mr Sales discovers Mr 
Smith only has £50,000 left to pay on 
his mortgage for his £450,000 home. 
The bank offers ‘Mr Smith’ £300,000 
to remortgage and, as Mr Sales an¬ 
nounces with a grin, “within four 
hours Mr Smith has lost his home”. 



Childrens 
School Bags 

and Shoes 


Good Quality items at affordable prices 
Something for everyone 


BLUE 


GATES 


SALE 


84 High Street, Smethwick B661AQ 

Tel:0121 565 0902 

Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10.30-18.30 Sun 11.00-17.00 


J Dental Implants g 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 


• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 


£97.90 per month* 


"Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


^CHRISTOPHER’S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 

Could you change a child’s life? 

Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They 
work with them through challenges many parents will never encounter - 
and reap rewards they may never experience. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after children and 
young people since 1870. Foster with us and you become part of a skilled 
and dedicated team looking after children who are unable to live 
with their families. We provide full training and support and 
pay an allowance of at least £400 a week. 

What to know more? Visit our website or call the number 
below to speak with one of our friendly team. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 
0800 234 6282 |j □ @stchris1870 

Caring for children and young people 





Sate 

NOW ON! 



In our latest brochure.. 

• Doors & Handles 

• Worktops & Panels 
•Sinks & Appliances, and Mon 

www.doors-more.co 





Kitchen 
Makeovers 

Unit 24 Wulfrun Trading 
Estate, Cannock Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HH 
01902 581 570 

www.iudk.co.uk 


° f ^ 7 ° P 

|1 

Beautiful Kitchen Makeovers From £1500 


'hi©® 088 7044 

Dudley 


Wolverhampton 


01902 581 570 


01384 660 065 


Vlore 

i 


01384 293654 
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Why not add an illustration (as above right) for only €10? (tick appropriate box below 
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SENDER'S DETAILS 

♦♦♦IMPORTANT*** 


If you have selected an illustrated 

Name: 

message, please enclose a cheque 


for £10, made payable to M.N.A, 

Contact No: 

and send to the address above. 


Express & Star 01902 317 878 


Oh yes it is! A cheque of 
£900 for hind charity 


OLDBURY Rep’s annual 
panto charity collection has 
raised nearly a £1000 for 
the Motor Neurone Disease 
Association. 

Organisers say the figure 
raised is thanks to the generos¬ 
ity of audiences attending this 
year’s production, ‘Cinderella’ 
which was written by Rep mem¬ 
ber Ian Thompson. 

The panto ran for 10 perfor¬ 
mances at the Barlow Theatre, 
Langley - the home of Oldbury Rep, 
bringing a smile to audiences of all 
ages and playing to 96 per cent of 
capacity. 

As this year’s chosen charity, the 
association is the only national char¬ 
ity in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland focused on MND care, re¬ 
search and campaigning. 

Network 

They are a membership-based or¬ 
ganisation with over 9,000 members 
forming a powerful national and 
local network. 

The association provides informa¬ 
tion and support alongside fighting 
for improved services, with over 
7,000 active volunteers in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland and 
around 170 paid staff, all dedicated 
to improving the lives of people af¬ 
fected by MND, now and in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Further information can be ob¬ 
tained from their website www.mn- 
dassociation.org or by phoning on 
01604 250505. 

A spokesman for Oldbury Rep 
said that the company is pleased 
to be able to support this and other 
charities throughout the year, 
thanks to the continued generosity 
of its audiences even in these diffi¬ 
cult times. 



The cast of ‘Cinderella’ at Oldbury Rep who collected for the charity in the foyer 



Rep chairman, Chris Smith, presents MNDA’s Lin Jervis with a cheque for £915 


Central Heating Assistance 


For a n l i T i 11 < 1 1 l i rTiTTTTTi nTTTWWarm Zone 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old 
inefficient “G” rated boiler 
or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income are: 

© over 60 or 
o disabled or have 
o chronic health issues 

You may be eligible for 
assistance * 

‘Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 

0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 


warm 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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Public Health 









































Couple’s thoughts Turner to romance 



Celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary Bill Turner and his wife Margorie of Cradley Heath 


THEY met as teenagers at a birthday par¬ 
ty and have barely been apart since. 

Now Billy and Margorie Turner, of Cra¬ 
dley Heath, are celebrating a special wed¬ 
ding anniversary after six decades as man 
and wife. After the party, for Billy’s sis¬ 
ter’s birthday, he walked Margorie home 
and arranged a date. 

She said: “One date led to another and 
we ended up going out together. At the 
time I was working as a tailoress in Old 
Hill and later as a spot-welder at a fac¬ 
tory in Halesowen, and he would meet me 
after my shift finished. I think you just 
have to pull together to make a marriage 
work. There have been ups and downs, 
nobody has a clear run, but we must have 
done something right.” 

The couple married at St Luke’s 
Church, with Margorie’s sister Mary as 


bridesmaid, and celebrated afterwards 
with a reception at Cradley Heath Lib¬ 
eral Club. But a honeymoon had to be put 
on hold when Billy, who worked at the 
Austin, later the British Leyland plant, 
in Longbridge, Birmingham, was put on 
‘short time’, reduced to working a three- 
day week. 

But Margorie helped boost the family 
budget by making her own clothes. “I had 
to - I’m so small nothing ever fitted me,” 
she said. 

The couple, who live in Clyde Street, 
had two children, Elaine, now 55, and 
Stephen, 57. They celebrated their 60th 
anniversary with 14 friends and fam¬ 
ily members, including grandchildren 
Sarah, 28, and Warren, 26, at a meal at 
the Brewers Wharf in the Waterfront, 
Brierley Hill. 



The happy couple cut the cake 
on their big day 60 years ago 




Having recently moved to new 
I premesis, we here at Bowjangles 
have undergone a complete 
refurbishment. 


BUY 


★ Gold & Silver Jewellery 
it Watches 
it Diamond Rings 
it Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
it Jewellery Repair 
& Cleaning Services 
it Replace Missing Diamonds 
it Watch Servicing & Batteries 


We are now 
paying up to 
£10 per gram 
(9ct) on all 
resellable gold 




think 


offer 


of 


we 


one 


the Best services 


money can] Buy! 


h uijtutfjles 

WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

BowjanglesJewellery www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Find us on Facebook at 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 
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Digni-Tea Day 
1st Feb 10am - 2pm 

Come along and have your say about care services in Sandwell 
Plus FREE tea and cake in our Vintage Cafe 


At The Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich 

Open to all providers of services, health and social care workers 
and people who use care services. Please contact Shirley or Sandra 
on 0121 500 1860 for further information 




M you m concerned that en eduft 
care mnti enpfnrt nmm t tm. |« M nek of 
eftMiee or reflect *»h 3 unubla to 

protect theraelee* 

• In bo emergency dUf 9*9 

• Cell Sunclwetl Council on OMS JW 22Mt 

• Out of hour* 0121 m ?$« 
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The entrance to Henry Meadows on Park Lane where Lawrence worked on boat engines 


Colonel Lawrence seen with Winston Churchill in 1921 


Lawrence seen on a motorbike. He died following a crash in 1935, aged just 46 



The house in Copthorne Road, where Lawrence stayed 



Windermere House seen from around the time he stayed 


How Lawrence left 
desert for Midlands 


FORGOTTEN images of 
Lawrence of Arabia - who 
lived and worked in Wol¬ 
verhampton after his ex¬ 
ploits in the desert - have 
been discovered at a re¬ 
cords office in Northern 
Ireland. 

British officer TE Lawrence 
was best know for his cam¬ 
paigns in the Middle East dur¬ 
ing the First World War when 
he helped promote rebellion 
against the failing Ottoman 
Empire. 

Among the photographs are two 
of Lawrence astride the motorcycle 
he was fatally injured on in May 
1935 in Dorset. He died aged 46, 
two months after leaving military 
service. 

It was his interest in motor en¬ 
gines that brought him to the Black 
Country in January 1934 to work 
at the engineering firm Henry 
Meadows in Park Lane, Fallings 
Park, where he signed himself in 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


as ‘T E Shaw’. He also used the 
alias ‘T E Smith’ when signing the 
visitors book at the Victoria Hotel 
in Wolverhampton but was recog¬ 
nised one night in the lounge by 
someone who had served with him 
in Arabia during the war. 

Lawrence then took refuge at 
Perry’s tea rooms in Queen Street, 
where he liked to discuss football 
and motorbikes with the other 
customers, who had no idea who 
he was. 

Importance 

At Henry Meadows, he would sit 
cross-legged on the floor, Arabi- 
an-style, working on the develop¬ 
ment of twin engine air/sea rescue 
boats for the RAF, a mission of 
national importance. He lodged at 
Henry Meadows’ home at Winder- 
mere House in Copthorne Road. 

The latest pictures to emerge 
were taken from the papers of Law¬ 


rence’s biographer, Belfast-born 
Harford Montgomery Hyde, for 
Solitary In The Ranks: Lawrence 
Of Arabia As Airman And Private 
Soldier, printed in 1977. 

Lawrence’s job during the war 
was to help prompt insurrection 
among the Arab subjects of the Ot¬ 
toman Empire. The images were 
found in the archives by Public 
Record Office of Northern Ireland 
staff member Colin Shaw. 

He said: “I subsequently found 
out that Hugh Cairns, the neuro¬ 
surgeon who tended his injuries, 
would later write a pioneering 
study entitled ‘Head injuries in 
Motor-cyclists - the importance 
of the crash helmet’, which would 
lead to the British Army ordering 
all despatch riders to wear safety 
helmets in November 1941.” 

Lawrence was a practising ar¬ 
chaeologist in the Middle East 
before he joined the Army. After 
the war he experienced difficulties 
readjusting to post-war life, and 
enlisted in the RAF. He went on 
to work for Winston Churchill and 
refused a knighthood. 



A drawing of the soldier, immortalised in the film Lawrence of Arabia 


LONDONDERRY 

HARDWARE 

Where customer 
service is not a 
business slogan, 
it's on display at 
all times 


Londonderry Hardware 

TOOLS, PET, HOME, GARDEN & PLANT SUPPLIER - YOUR ONE STOP SHOP 



Ei/mf DIY Euedial 



No Bristle 
Loss 
Brush 

3 Pack 



OFFERS END26TH MARCH2016 


270 Londonderry Lane, Smethwick B67 7EW • 0121 565 2732 
londonderryhardware@gmail.com 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


i9M 

^-COVERED 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



nsr 

v i 

W €T 

* 



3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



Rated “ ” by OFSTED 

“Children are well-prepared for their 
future learning at school” - OFSTED 2016 



NEW Fireplace 


Over 100 fires and surrounds on display 



JUBILEE 

0121 557 3111 


Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd, High Street, 
Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 


www.jubileefires.co.uk 





































































Sandwell's 
schools In 
GCSE league 
table slump 


SANDWELL has slumped to the bottom of the 
pile in the Black Country in the GCSE perfor¬ 
mance tables, according to new figures. 

Last year a total of 46.9 per cent of pupils gained 
the Government’s benchmark of five or more GCSEs 
at A* to C, including English and maths. Last year 
50.7 per cent of pupils gained the benchmark grades. 


The Department for 
Education (DfE) figures 
show the performance of 
Sandwell’s schools has 
dropped by 3.8 per cent 
over the last year in terms 
of GCSE results. It means 
Sandwell has fallen behind 
both Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton in slipping to 
145th out of 152 local au¬ 
thorities in the country. 

Announced 

Sandwell came in 124th 
position for A-level results, 
an improvement of three 
places on last year. Last 
month education chiefs in 
the borough announced 
they were setting up crunch 
talks with headteachers in 
a bid to combat Sandwell 
school failings. 

It comes after Ofsted’s 
annual report said Sandwell 
is the worst-performing area 
of the Black Country for pu- 


By Peter Madeley 

pils attending good or out¬ 
standing secondary schools. 

Seven out of every 10 
secondary school pupils in 
Sandwell now attend acad¬ 
emies, which are free from 
local authority control. 

Council bosses say the 
situation is partly down to a 
lack of Government support 
for struggling academies. 

Councillor Simon Hack- 
ett, cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, has said the 
authority had challenged 
secondary schools to make 
improvements. 

The George Salter Acad¬ 
emy in West Bromwich and 
the Q3 Academy in Great 
Barr were the two best 
performing schools in the 
borough, both seeing 60 per 
cent of pupils gaining five or 
more GCSEs at A* to C, in¬ 
cluding English and maths. 


Win for pub group 
manager Martha 



Mitchells and Butlers worker Martha Ingham with her award 

A MANAGER at a Midlands-based pub group has been 
honoured at an industry awards ceremony. 

Martha Ingham, who works for Birmingham-based 
Mitchells and Butlers, has been named Business Develop¬ 
ment Manager of the Year. 

The retail business manager scooped the honour at the 
Association of Licensed Multiple Retailers Operations 
Managers Awards. She started as a glass collector aged 17, 
she now oversees 15 Sizzling Pubs across the Midlands re¬ 
gion which are owned by Mitchells and Butlers 

She said: “Winning this award is a great personal 
achievement, but it simply would not have been possible 
were it not for the remarkable people around me.” 



Hundreds injured by dog 
attacks in last two years 


DOG and animal attacks have 
seen 336 Black Country people 
suffer bite wounds in the past 
two years, including at least 21 
tots under three years old. 

And 161 of those people bitten went 
to hospital, figures from the West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service say. 

The figures come after it was revealed 
dog attacks have soared 76 per cent in 
the UK over the past decade, according to 
Health and Social Care Information Centre 
statistics. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham was the 
worst hit area, with 108 attacks registered. 
Of those, one victim was an infant, six were 
toddlers, 11 were children and 61 were 
adults. In Dudley, 85 people were attacked, 
including five toddlers, 11 children and 61 
adults. 

There have been 73 Walsall victims, in¬ 
cluding one toddler, 17 children and 46 
adults, while in Wolverhampton, 70 peo¬ 
ple were bitten, including two infants, six 
toddlers as well as seven children and 46 
adults. Ages were not given for 46 of those 
bitten in the Black Country area. 

Dancers 

Attack victims included a two-year-old 
and her sister, who were bitten by an Akita/ 
Husky crossbreed, owned by family friend 
Sarah Russon in Netherton in July last 
year. Also bitten was a firefighter, who was 
attacked while on duty when helping put 
out a garden fire at a house in Hill Road, 
Tividale last August. He was bitten by a 
Japanese Akita. 

Last April, Morris dancers Amanda 
Wearing and Geraldine Cale were attacked 
by a dog during a performance at the Walk¬ 
ing the Fair show in Walsall town centre. 

Mrs Wearing needed three stitches to 
her injured ankle, while Mrs Cale suffered 
bruising and two puncture wounds. 

In the last five years, there have been 
nearly 200 dog attacks in Wolverhampton 
alone, leading to more than 100 animals 
being seized and 65 destroyed. 


Veterinary nurse Louise Simcox with the Dusty the kitten who was res¬ 
cued after getting her head stuck in a hopper bin 


DUSTY the cat, who was rescued 
by firefighters after getting stuck in 
the drainage outlet of a wheelie bin, 
has died. 

The tiny five-week-old kitten’s 
head was spotted poking out from a 
bin in Wolverhampton by a member 
of the public who called the RSPCA 
to begin the rescue effort. 

Dusty was freed after a fireman 
from the West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice clambered into the bin, in 
Hailes Park Close, Parkfields, ear¬ 


lier this month. He steadied the 
distressed moggy while the RSPCA 
used a plastic collar smothered in 
lubricant to help release it. 

It had been hoped that Dusty 
would find a new home after hun¬ 
dreds of people volunteered to take 
her in. 

She appeared to have suffered no 
lasting injury from the ordeal, but 
the RSPCA said she had died of an 
unrelated illness. “We are grateful 
for the offers to rehome her.” 


BLINDS 


SANDWELL- www eo uk 



NO OOUGATON hOMIZ QUOTE 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS A GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


, contact y om* toe at 

advisor la oeo our 
r«br ic rnnoo A otfw 

jrvuruN r deals 


0800 0214266 



live IfMff $ 


Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

***NEW 3.30PM SESSION STARTS 4TH JANUARY*** 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church (Wesley Centre) 
Spring Head @ 7.30pm 
Contact Tracey 07463 784133 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.15am and 
11.15am 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 

Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jane 07870 421423 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am, 11.30am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01902 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 9.30am and 7.00pm 

Contact Jodie 07547 771319 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
SMETHWICK 
Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 
BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 


****NEW VENUE FROM 27TH JANUARY**** 
TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church, 
Merton Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 
Contact Stacy 07411 486694 

TIVIDALE 

St Michael’s Church, Tividale Road, 

B69 2LQ @ 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 


****NEW GROUP OPENS 7TH JANUARY**** 
TIVIDALE 

Ormaston Sandwell Community Academy, 
Lower City Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Sarah 07875 445462 



****NEW SESSION FROM 4TH FEBRUARY**** 
WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road @ 9.30am and 11,30am 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, Oak Tree Centre, 
Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 


FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 9.30am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Bleakhouse Road @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B69 1HE @ 9.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 


Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and 
present members in this area 
contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 for more details. 


visit th t wdositt for dAixlous 

slimmingworld.co.uk 


mitxs ^ 

"i \\V<J 


Sltmmin 


13 □» 0344 897 8000 


touching hearts, changing lives 
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A wreath is laid by Councillor Barbara Price during the proceedings The standard bearers gather at the Highfields Memorial Garden in Sandwell Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Barbara Price lights a candle 


Holocaust is recalled 



Deep in thought, one of those attending 
the service remembers 


“WHAT often hurts the most is not 
necessarily the cruelty of the oppres¬ 
sor, but the silence of the bystander.” 

These poignant words from a Holocaust 
survivor rung out at Highfields Memorial 
Garden as Sandwell honoured victims of 
the worst genocide Europe has ever seen. 

The annual service in West Bromwich was 
held on Sunday at 10.30am, with the national 
Holocaust Memorial Day itself taking place on 
Wednesday. 

The theme of this year’s service was ‘don’t 
stand by’, which explains the words of survi¬ 


vor Elie Wiesel, read out by Dave Allport - the 
founder of race charity Rewind. 

Mr Allport was one of two speakers alongside 
Tony Barnsley from Unison, with the service 
being led by Sandwell’s mayor Barbara Price. 

In his closing remarks, Mr Barnsley said: “It’s 
important we say never again to this horror. 
Don’t stand by, stand unified.” 

As well as the readings, the service featured a 
one-minute silence and the iconic Last Post and 
Reveille music. 

All 50-or-so people in attendance read out a 
statement of commitment together. Asked about 
the service afterwards, Councillor Price said: “It 
was a very moving ceremony and I think we need 


to keep this going every year. It’s important to 
pay respect to the victims of the holocaust, all 
six million of them. 

“I would like to thank the councillors and the 
public who turned out to this lovely service.” 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor Darren 
Cooper added: “Clearly it’s very important that 
we recognise the atrocities that took place under 
Nazi Germany and also to remind people that 
some of these intolerances are creeping back into 
our society. 

“There are political parties that are promoting 
division and intolerance and people need to be 
reminded about how dangerous it can be if these 
parties get to power.” 



Tony Barnsley of Unison seen with a 
wreath at the service in West Bromwich 




DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 





expressandstar.com/drivetime 



































































Jo hoping to highlight 
issues following honour 



Jo Brand, in her robes to collect her honorary doctorate 

Car theft witnesses appeal 


COMEDIAN Jo Brand said 
removing the stigma around 
mental health was one of the 
biggest challenges facing the 
NHS, as she collected a uni¬ 
versity honour for her work in 
the field. 

Brand picked up an honorary 
doctorate from Birmingham City 
University during a ceremony at 
the Symphony Hall, recognising 
her work to raise awareness of 
mental illness. 

Speaking about some of the chal¬ 
lenges faced by mental health pro¬ 
fessionals she said that stigma still 
existed which prevented people from 
talking about it. 

Before beginning a 25-year-long 
comedy career Brand trained as a 
mental health nurse at Maudsley and 
Royal Bethlem Hospitals in London 
and has continued to campaign for a 
range of charities in the sector. 

Ashamed 

She said: “I think one of the prob¬ 
lems around mental health is, it is in 
reality a lack of funding and I’m not 
blaming that on anyone in particular. 

“I also couple that with the stigma 
that still exists around mental health 
which is that people are still ashamed 
to talk about it and to admit it. 

“So I think the more we can bring 
it out in the open the better and then 
hopefully governments will recognise 
the importance of funding it in the 
way that other services are funded as 
well.” 

Brand is a regular panellist on TV 
shows like Have I Got News for You 
and QI. 

Her doctorate was presented in 
front of hundreds of students who 
were also graduating from the Uni¬ 
versity’s Faculty of Health, Education 
and Life Sciences. 


POLICE are appealing for informa¬ 
tion after a man was dragged along 
the ground while trying to stop the 
theft of his car. 

The 51-year-old victim was at the 
Texaco petrol station forecourt in 
Stratford Road, Sparkbrook, Birming¬ 
ham when he was approached by a 
man asking for a lift at around 6.40am 
on Christmas Day. When he refused, 
the man punched him several times, 
managed to grab his car keys and 
made a dash for his black VW Golf. 


The car owner tried to get in the 
passenger side and was briefly dragged 
along before the suspect sped off. 

He suffered minor injuries and 
was taken to hospital for treatment, 
and later discharged. Det Con Claire 
Smith, who is investigating, said: “His 
car has not been recovered and this is 
impacting on his daily life. ” 

Anyone with information is urged to 
contact Det Con Smith at Stetchford 
police station on 101 or call Crimes- 
toppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 


Stuart Bathurst Catholic High School 

College of Performing Arts 



CONGRATULATIONS TO STUDENTS 
AND STAFF ON ACHIEVING 3™ PLACE 
IN SANDWELL LEAGUE TABLES 


GCSE PASS-RATE (A*-C) - Summer 2015 

76 % English 86 % Spanish 

75 % Maths 75 % Geography 

73 % Sci ence 97 % Busi ness 

79 % RE 92 % PE 

70 % Art 

Wood Green Road, Wednesbury, WS10 90S // 0121 556 1488 
admin@stuart-bathurstorg.uk // stuart-bathurstorg.uk 


A.OAKES WINTER SALE THIS SATURDAY 9 AM TO 5.30 PM 



Footwear 


ORIGINAL PRICES 



Ladies Shoes 
Ambler Brand 
Sizes 4-8 Usually £27.99 
This Saturday £8.39 

Men’s Slippers 

Sizes 7 to 12 Usual Price £13.! 

This Saturday £4.19 

Ladies Bras 

Usually £4.99 

This Saturday £1.49 

Ladies Nightshirts 

Various Styles 
Usual Price £5.99 

This Saturday £1.79 


v&m 


Continental 


Mon to Sat 9am - 5.30pm Wed 9am - 12.30pm 


Quilts 

13.5 TOG 

S/B £18.99 Sat £5.69 
D/B £22.99 Sat £6.89 
K/S £26.99 Sat £8.09 


pcjer Menswear 

Knitted Jumpers 


mpei 

2XL to 5XL 
Usually £27.99 
This Saturday £8.39 


Chinos 


42” to 56” Waist 
Usually £39.99 

This Saturday £11.99 

Fleece Gilet 


2XL to 5XL 
Usual Price £21.99 

This Saturday £6.59 

Printed T Shirts 


2XL to 5XL 
Usually £13.99 

This Saturday £4.19 

Graham Farish li lGraiiigeiwap Di 

Usually £28.50 

This Saturday £8.55 


Model Raili 


Hornby Iner Teak Coaches 
Sleeping Car/Buffet 
Usually £61.99 
This Saturday £18.59 

Bachman Wagons 
Various £9.90 

This Saturday £2.97 

Hornby OO Track e.g. R609 Curve 
Usually £2.65 
This Saturday 79p each 
(Limits Apply) 


For more 70% 
Train Offers 

www.aoakes.co.uk 


Scalextric Track 


70% off This Saturday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


THEATRE BREAKS 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD ^ 

Ticket included 


12 MAR • JERSEY BOYS • LION KING 

26 MAR . MOTOWN . CHARLIE b CHOC FACTORY 
16 APR * PHANTOM OF THE OPERA • LES MISERABLES 
30 APR . BEAUTIFUL . KINKY BOOTS . WICKED 
14 MAY . JERSEY BOYS • MAMMA MIA 

28 MAY • WAR HORSE • MOTOWN • TOM JONES STORY 

4 JUN • MAMMA MIA 

11 JUN • SUNNY AFTERNOON .BILLY ELLIOT 
25 JUN • PHANTOM • LES MIS 

16JUL • MAMMA MIA. BEAUTIFUL oBrHOOSFA 

L _ 

| 2 DAYS f »om £99.95 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise b Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 




Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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Gazing back at indie 
guitar rock notables 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


WEDGED between the Mad- 
chester excess of Baggy and 
the birth of Brit Pop, the indie 
rock music scene of the late 
1980s and early 90s hasn’t 
been given its due. 

Lumped together under the rather 
pejorative term ‘shoegaze’, this move¬ 
ment saw bands turning to the likes of 
The Velvet Underground, Echo & The 
Bunnymen, Siouxsie & The Banshees 
and scene-setters The Jesus & Mary 
Chain for inspiration. It remains a high¬ 
ly influential era for today’s rock scene. 

It could be argued that these bands, 
though few of them became famous 
names, did more to mould the current 
indie rock scene than the higher profile 
American grunge rockers. 

A handsome new various artists 
five-disc boxed set from Cherry Red 
Records, Still In A Dream: A Story of 
Shoegaze (1988...1995), sets the re¬ 
cord straight. It comes in the form of 
a hardback book with details on all the 
bands and essays on shoegaze from 
UK and American perspectives. 

The term shoegaze covers a broad 
spectrum but at its most recognisa¬ 
ble it combined swirling guitars with 
submerged vocals, as typified here 
by Swervedriver, Slowdive and Pale 
Saints. Many of the bands were on 
such labels as 4AD, Creation and Hut, 
and other leading lights included Ride, 
Lush, Curve, The House of Love, and 
Drugstore. 

Other bands included on this 
77-track package that are still ac¬ 
tive (or re-activated) include The Boo 
Radleys, Flaming Lips and Mercury 




Birmingham shoegazers Sweet Jesus hit the scene with Phonefreak Honey in 1992 


Rev. Although the scene was largely 
Thames Valley based, there are some 
West Midlands bands featured. These 
include Birmingham outfits Drop 
(with Mirrored) and Sweet Jesus (with 
Phonefreak Honey), plus Coventry’s 
Adorable (Sunshine Smile). 

Shoegaze went on to influence 
bands across the planet and this set is 
not just an exercise in nostalgia, it can 
be recommended to indie rock fans of 
all ages. 

The James Taylor Quartet are best 
known for stomping Hammond organ 
instrumentals, that have made them 
firm favourites on the Acid Jazz and 
Mod music scenes. 

On the Rochester Mass the quartet 
join forces with the 40-strong Roch¬ 
ester Cathedral Choir in an attempt to 
blend a Latin-sung choral mass with 
jazz/funk elements. 

It sounds like a recipe for disaster 
but, although some church music pur¬ 
ists may not agree, I think it works rath¬ 
er brilliantly. The sacred quality of the 


voices are enhanced by the thoughtful 
jazz-settings, especially the excellent 
work by flautist Gareth Lockrane. 

Recorded in just one day, and dedi¬ 
cated by James Taylor to his late father 
Clive, the Rochester Mass reaches its 
sublime peak with Gloria. 

Californian sunshine pop band 
Harpers Bizarre are best known for 
their version of Simon & Garfunkel’s 
The 59th Street Bridge Song (Feelin’ 
Groovy). The Complete Singles Col¬ 
lection (1965-1970), which is most¬ 
ly mono, features that swinging 60s 
favourite along with their version of 
Come To The Sunshine, the Van Dykes 
Parks song which heralded the sum¬ 
mer of love, and 24 other tracks. 

If I’ve Been Dreaming, when they 
were The Tikis, reveals a strong Be 
ties influence, before they developed 
a softer, harmonious sound. But for 
every 60s pop gem there are at least a 
couple of old fashioned mom and pop 
standards or show tunes. More barber 
shop than Beach Boys. 


Strictly speaking 
this was best yet 



Mel Giedroyc, on top of the cake, surrounded by the Strictly crew 


REVIEW 


By Sue Attwater 


IT’S easy to sum up the 
Strictly Come Dancing tour. 
Just one word, three sylla¬ 
bles - A-MAZ-ING! 

The show recently was named 
as the best entertainment pro¬ 
gramme in the National TV 
awards and the follow-up tour 
certainly gets my vote as the best 
to date. 

The dancing, settings and effects 
were all superb - just one quibble. 
Why when the ‘Magnificent Seven’ 
are strutting their stuff do they have 
to have professional dancers on the 
stage performing with them. Good as 
the pros are it is the celebrities we are 
there to watch. 

Close 

The marks from the judges were 
close throughout but it was the cur¬ 
rent champion The Wanted’s Jay 
McGuiness dancing with Aliona 
Vilani - who recently announced she 
was leaving the TV show - who again 
picked up the glitter ball on the first 
night of the tour at Birmingham’s 
packed Barclaycard Arena. 

He and Countryfiles’s Anita 
Rani and professional partner Gleb 
Savchenko were neck and neck at the 
end but Jay clinched it. His jive dance 
from the Movie Week was sensational 
and had the audience cheering and 
stamping their feet. 

Gleb did get his shirt off a few times 
to win fans over. Certainly judges 
Craig Revel Horwood and Bruno Ton- 
ioli were impressed.They were joined, 
of course, by head judge Len Goodman 


who admitted that he really missed 
going on the tour last year. Compere 
was Mel Giedroyc who joked with the 
celebrities after each dance leading to 
one interesting revelation. Jay, when 
asked where he kept the glitter ball, 
said it had pride of place - in his twin 
brother’s toilet. Mel also persuaded 
Len to give her a quick tango lesson 
while the votes were being counted. 
Hilarious! 

The phone votes by the audience 
come after the second dances and lOp 
of each call goes to Sport Relief. 

Referring to the tour as the Great 
British Dance Off - instead of her 
usual Bake-Off role - she had ap¬ 
peared at the start of the show from 
a giant cake, she was obviously lov¬ 
ing her role. Although I am not sure 
why she had to keep referring to her 
prompt cards so often. 

The rest of the line-up included this 
year’s TV finalist actress Georgia May 
Foote dancing with new recruit Gio¬ 
vanni Pernice. Known as team GG 
they made the perfect couple - on and 
off stage from what it is reported. 

Call the Midwife Star Helen George 


dancing with Aljaz Skorjanec scored 
highly with their lovely Viennese 
Waltz and Ainsley Harriott, dancing 
with Karen Clifton instead of his reg¬ 
ular partner Natalie Lowe, who had 
to pull out through to illness, may not 
have had perfect technique but cer¬ 
tainly kept the judges and audience 
amused. 

Previous strong contenders from 
earlier TV shows were The Saturdays’ 
singer Frankie Bridge who could not 
go on the tour last year as she was 
pregnant. She danced with Kevin 
Clifton who was obviously impressed 
with how much she had remembered. 

Last, but not least, was EastEnders’ 
Jake Wood. He danced with Janette 
Manrara and he certainly could still 
‘shake his booty’. 

The judges, referred to by Mel as the 
good, the bad and the ugly - needless 
to say who she meant, marked gener¬ 
ously with 10 for many dances apart 
from Craig who held on to his 10 until 
the end giving it to Jay for his jive. 

And I am sure the audience vote for 
the tour would also be a resounding 
10 ! 



Sites in Aldridge and West Bromwich 

FREE STORAGE 

Household, business, home movers 

We also have a CaSSOA Gold Award site for caravans and motor homes 

callus 0800 195 4526 
Email us info@ucanstoreit.co.uk 
website www.ucanstoreit.co.uk 



* Free storage offer for introductory period only. Terms apply and offer may change or be withdrawn at any time. Correct at time of print. 


No space? U Can 
Store It with us 



One of the containers available for customers of U Can Store It 


U Can Store It helps people 
organise their lives by pro¬ 
viding immediate extra stor¬ 
age space to keep the spe¬ 
cial items you no longer have 
room for. 

Managing director Andrew Jones 
said: “We are a family-owned business 
where good, friendly and professional 
customer service is important to us. 

“Our original ‘smiley’ container logo 
has been our trusty trademark for 15 
years. However, time moves on and a 
more modern image is now needed, so 
we’ve made a fresh start to 2016 with 
our new look. Our new ‘open doors’ 
image is designed to welcome in cus¬ 
tomers to a safe and trustworthy place 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATUR^^_ 

to store belongings, together with the 
promise of competitive pricing, and 
good quality storage. 

“To celebrate, we’re delighted to of¬ 
fer new customers free storage for a 
limited introductory period.” 

With sites in Aldridge and West Bro¬ 
mwich, customers can rent flexible 
storage space for home moves, busi¬ 
ness stock, archiving, hobby items, 
furniture - to store items they want to 
keep, or create extra space. A wide 
range of storage units and packaging 


materials are available. The West Bro¬ 
mwich site also offers CaSSOA Gold 
Award Caravan storage facilities. Sites 
benefit from 24/7 monitored CCTV with 
controlled customer-only gate access 
and tamperproof locks, giving custom¬ 
ers peace of mind their property is safe. 

Equally, there is direct vehicle access 
to unit doors, so customers can park 
their vehicles right next to their con¬ 
tainer doors for loading or unloading. 

Customers are welcome to visit 
U Can Store It’s premises in Anglian 
Road, Aldridge or Phoenix Street, West 

Bromwich for a free, no obligation 
tour of the facilities on site. Call U Can 
Store it on 0800 195 4526, email info@ 
ucanstoreit.co.uk or visit the website at 
www.ucanstoreit.co.uk 
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HEALTH & r TNE55 


Get In Shape This Winter 


card/ovaIcJur |U Forthemonth 


GYMNASIUM & BODY 
BUILDING ROOM. 
HOME TO OVER 20 
UKBFF BODY BUILDING 
FINAUSTS. 

NO membership 
FEE pay as you go 

Don’t be just another 

Direct Debit 


FAST TAN 
SUNBEDS 

£1.20 per token 
Lie-Down 5 minutes 
Stand-Up 3 minutes 


22-28 GREAT BRIDGE, GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON 

0121 520 7020 

(1ST FLOOR ABOVE FURNITURE STORE) 


FIND AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOKAT 

MUSCLES HEALTH AND FITNESS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 

9am - 9p m 

SATURDAY loam-3pm 
SUNDAY 10am-2pm 
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‘'FISH & CHIP 

^ SUPPER CRUISES 

Wine and dine at your leisure 
with a 2 hour cruise aboard one 
of our premier Narrowboats 

Tsday - 4th February Thursday 18th February 
Thursday 3rd March Thursday 17th March 
Thursday 31st March 

at 7.00pm-9.00pm 

Only £15 per person FREE bottle of wine per table 

These cruises depart from outside The Fiddle & Bone, Sheepcote Street, Birmingham 
B168AE. (Opposite the Barclaycard Arena). We require FULL payment at the time 
of booking. All our boats are FULLY LICENSED and centrally heated. Please confirm 
your choice of Red, White or Rose wine at the time of booking. One free bottle 
per two persons. We do not allow own food or own entertainment on board of our 
vessels. American Express and all other major credit, debit, switch or solo cards 
are accepted. "Cheques are accepted with a valid card number. Payment can also 
be made in cash. "Cheques must be cleared before the date of the trip. Bookings 
/ Payment can be made by contacting us on 0121 455 6163.and our office is open 
seven days a week from 9am-5pm. Bookings may also be made by e-mail. Please 
note: because of the increased popularity we are unable to hold any provisional 
reservation. All our vessels are non smoking. 


January Winter Warmers 

Just £7.95 for the mains 


‘Fish n Chips’ 

Cider battered Cod, 
Garden Peas, Chips 

‘Fiddle & Bone 
burger’ 

Ground beef burger Applewood 
smoked cheese, Tomatoes, gem 
lettuce, chipotle and mayo, chips 

‘Bangers & Mash’ 

3 pork & cheese sausages, 
mash, onion 

‘Creamy Fish Pie’ 

with buttered greens 


‘Wild mushroom 
Mac n Cheese’ 

with truffle oil 

‘Chicken Breast 
& Mash’ 

Red wine gravy 
and seasonal greens 


SALE NOW 



4 Sheepcote Street, Birmingham B16 8AE 
0121 455 6163 / 0121 200 2233 v 
www.fiddleandbone.co.uk f 

www.sherbornewharf.co.uk Find us on: 



CUT 
OUT THE 
MIDDLE 

MAN 

AND BUY 
DIRECT 



BESPOKE KITCHEN 

W 


THE CHIPPY WITH THE § STAR RATING 

Open Mon-Sat 11.45am-10.00pm 

10 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8EZ 

0121 557 2351 



New Department Opened - Personal Injury: Call our 
No Win No Fee Personal Injury Solicitors on 0121 238 0735 



Qi SGcoDs 

EEC £3 

(SsScs&CSjSHs 



ubhi’s 


kitchens & furniture 

0121 557 7222 

HOME SELECTIONS 
Britannia Street, Tividale 
Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 


We can help with all types 
of accident and injury 
compensation 

• Road Traffic Accidents 

• Accidents and Injuries at Work 

• Accidents in Public Places 

• Occupiers Liability 


• Family Run Business 

• Headed by Accredited Law Society Family 
Panel Member 

• First Interview Free 

• DivorcevMarriage Annulment, Civil Partnership 

• Financial Settlement 

• Application Under the Children Act 1989 

• Cohabiting Couples, Separation Agreements 

• Domestic Violence, Occupation Order 

• AgMce for litigants acting in person 



Shire OakJgSoCicitors 

6/7 Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood B67 5BA 


0121 238 0735 I info@shireoaksolicitors.co.uk I www.shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 
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is DRIVETIME 



ONLY 


Don’t miss this! 

BRAND NEW STRICTLY LIMITED NUMBERS 

LEON FR BLACK TECH 

£17,500 

WITH FREE TECH PACK 
WORTH £1,085 

SAVING 
£ 4,460 

£146 

PER MONTH 



ONLY 7 LEFT 

ATTHIS PRICE 


High specification including: 

• 18' Black Alloys • Sat Nav • Black roof • Black mirrors • Bluetooth 

• Dark Tinted Rear Windows • Dual zone climate control • CD /MP3 

• FR bumpers • Full LED headlights • Front Sports Seats • Digital Radio 

• Twin Chrome Exhausts • Sports Supsension • Cruise Control 

• Electric Windows • Electric Heated Door Mirrors 


LEON SETECH 5DR 
TDI orTSi 

nil advance 

payment with 

Motability 


- w 


i 


with 

FREE Tech Pack 
worth £1,085 

including Sat Nav & Bluetooth 


• Alloys • Air Con • Bluetooth® • Sat Nav • Cruise control 

• Front & Rear electric windows • CD/MP3 • Remote central locking 

• Electrically adjustable & heated door mirrors 

• Media System with 5" colour touchscreen 


/ 


BARLOW MOTORS New Hampton Road \Nest, A 

Wolverhampton WV6 OPL. Tel: 01902 714503 


TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 


www.bestSEATdeals.com 


‘New car offers apply to selected new cars sold or ordered between 26th January ■ 7th February 2016. Retail Sales only. Subject to vehicle availability. Offers in this advert supercede any previous offers. 
All offers are subject to availability and terms & conditions and may not be available in conjunction with each other or any other offer. A minimum deposit may apply to certain finance packages. 
18s and over. Finance subject to status and terms & conditions. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. Barlow Motors SEAT is a credit broker not a lender for this financial promotion. We work with 
a number of carefully selected finance providers to provide finance to our customers including SEAT Finance, Freepost SEAT Financial Services. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 
At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange 
the vehicle. Finance example: SEAT Leon FR Black Tech 1.4 TSI 5dr. Period of Hire: 49 months. Cash price £17,500.00. Less advance payment/allowance from customer f5,000.00. Balance of cash 
price / amount of credit £12,500.00. Add charges f3149.90. Balance £15,649.90. Balance payable by 48 monthly rentals of f146.30. Followed by a final rental of £8,437.50. Acceptance fee payable 
with first rental £95.00. Purchase fee payable with final rental £95.00. Total amount payable £20,469.90. Annual percentage rate 7.1%. Finance Example based on 5,000 miles per annum. 
Excess mileage charges of 6 pence per mile apply if you return the vehicle at the end of the agreement. SEAT UK and Barlow Motors SEAT reserve the right to withdraw, change or vary the offers at any 
time and without prior notice at its sole discretion and in any manner. Cars used are for illustration purposes only colours, wheels and accessories may vary from those shown here. 


7.1%tAPR 


For the 
very best 
in SEAT, 
try Barlow 
Motors 

Commercial feature 


There’s a new management team at Barlow 
Motors, your friendly SEAT dealership in 
Wolverhampton. Paul Jones is the new sales 
manager and Damien Smallman is the new 
business manager. This dynamic team can 
offer you the best of customer service along 
with the amazing range of SEAT cars, wheth¬ 
er you are a retail or fleet buyer. 

It’s an exciting time at Barlow Motors as the com¬ 
pany plans to redevelop its site in the coming months 
to feature a new state-of-the-art showroom along with 
a redesigned frontage that will allow it to offer cus¬ 
tomers an unparalleled buying experience. Barlow 
Motors has the full range of new SEAT vehicles for 
you to view, and test drives can be arranged at your 
convenience. So, if you are looking to buy a new car, 
why not call into Barlow Motors and check out the 
superb SEAT range? 

Currently, the dealership is offering up to £3,000 off se¬ 
lected models in the Ibiza range and 0 per cent finance 
along with £500 deposit contribution on selected Leon mod¬ 
els. It has never been a better time to get yourself behind the 
wheel of your very own SEAT. 

Barlow Motors also has a superb range of around 60 to 
70 quality used vehicles, with some fantastic deals current¬ 
ly available. All models are carefully prepared before being 
offered for sale and come with appropriate warranties and 
MOTs where required. 

Barlow Motors is also an enthusiastic supporter of Mota¬ 
bility and offers a number of schemes with the widest range 
of specifications to suit all needs. If you are a Motability cus¬ 
tomer, ask to speak to Barlow Motors’ Motability specialist 
who will be only too happy to explain the scheme to you and 
answer any of your questions. 

When you buy a SEAT from Barlow Motors you are also 
buying into its superb aftersales service. 

“Barlow’s makes a simple commitment to all SEAT own¬ 
ers - whether you bought your vehicle from them or not, 
they will maintain your vehicle to the highest quality stand¬ 
ard by using the best possible people, equipment, and 
parts,” said a spokesman. 

All service customers can take advantage of the dealer¬ 
ship’s courtesy car facility, and for those customers living 
locally, a pickup and delivery service is also available from 
home or work. 

The parts team at Barlow Motors maintains a large stock 
of spares on site and can supply out-of-stock items, usually 
within 24 hours. So next time your vehicle needs a replace¬ 
ment part ensure you get the genuine article from Barlow 
Motors. 

Why not call into Barlow Motors for your next car and take 
a look at the great selection it has on offer? 

You can find Barlow Motors at 1 Evans Street, off New 
Hampton Road West, Wolverhampton, West Midlands WV6 
OPL. For further information, telephone 01902 714503. You 
can also visit www.bestseatdeals.com 



























VALENTINE’S TASTER SPECIAL - 4 Course Meal 


You are welcome to bring your own drinks 

Popadoms, any traditional starter, any traditional 
main course, any rice or naan 


V* 4 

nt/ 


Vuion 


Sun - Thur £8.95 - 6pm - 11pm 
Fri - Sat £10.95 - 6pm - 12am 



HIGH STREET, WEST BROMWICH B70 8EN (NEAR NATWEST BANK) T: 0121 553 5353 W: VUJONUK.COM 


iry 28, 2016 
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Listings Jan 29 - Feb 4 


Buy and sell 
with our 
new look 




1. Visit our new 
Classified website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Jason 

Derulo 



Saturday, 6pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

Hot on the heels of landing his fourth 
UK Number One single with ‘Want To 
Want Me’, the phenomenally success¬ 
ful Jason Derulo is now on tour. Aston 
Merrygold will support. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


The Solid Life 
Of Sugar Water 



Tuesday - Feb 6 
Rep Theatre, B’ham 
Phil and Alice are in love and heal¬ 
ing wounds. Candid, uninhibited 
and visceral, this new play from the 
award-winning Jack Thorne is a tender 
portrait of loss, hurt and recovery. 

Visit www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Hozier 



Tuesday, 7pm 
02 Academy, B’ham 
The global star continues to soar with 
two Billboard Awards, a coveted Ivor 
Novello, stunning festival sets and 
now his one and only UK tour of 2016 
before he works on a new album. 

Visit www.academymusicgroup.com 


David 
O’Doherty 



Saturday, 8pm 

Stafford Gatehouse 

David O’Doherty, the Lidl Enya, the 

broken Buble, is delighted to present 

an evening of talking and songs 

played on a stupid keyboard from 

1986. 

www.staffordgatehousetheatre.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

TesseracT 

Thu at 7pm, £13 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Evil Scarecrow 

Fri at 7pm, £10 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Classic Rock Show 

Sat at 7.30pm, £22.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Jason Derulo 

Sat at 6pm, £30.20 - £40.20 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Bootleg Abba: Abba Tribute, Bee 
Gees Fever: Bee Gees Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Rooz 

Fri at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

The Food Fighterz: Foo Fighters 
Tribute 

Fri at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Mayday Parade 

Fri at 6.30pm, £16 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Flash Of The Blade: Guts For 
Glory 

Sat at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Massive Attack 

Sat at 7pm - 11pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Cadillac Three 

Thu at 7pm - 11pm, 

The Institute, 

Digbeth, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Neck Deep 

Mon at 7pm, 

The Institute, 

Digbeth, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Wedding Crashers 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 


Louise Warren 

Wed at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Minus The Bear 

Fri at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Ian McCulloch 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Whitesnake UK 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Carnival Of Madness 

Tue at 7pm, £32.20 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Nekrogoblikon 

Mon at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Sunflower Bean 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Awake By Design 

Sat at 6.45pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The Enid: Dust 

Sat at 8pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Get Inuit 

Tue at 8pm, 

The Sunflower Lounge, 
Birmingham, B5 4EG. 

Call 0121 632 6756 

Hozier 

Tue at 7pm, £22.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

ACOUSTIC & FOLK 

Chris Wood 

Mon at 8pm, £13 - £15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Gordie MacKeeman & His 
Rhythm Boys 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 
Market Drayton, 

TPQ QAY 

Call 01630 654444 


Transatlantic Sessions 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

BLUES & JAZZ 

Malija 

Fri at 8pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Ricky Cool & The In Crowd 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

King Pleasure And The Biscuit 
Boys 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 


CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Nigel Kennedy: The New Four 
Seasons 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Musical Stars From The 
Midlands 

Thu at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Del Camino 

Fri at 10pm, £0 - £5 
The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

CBSO 2015-16: Baiba Skride: 
Szymanowski 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO 2015-16: Smooth 
Classics 

Fri at 7.30pm, £12.50-£47 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


CLUBBING 

Pure Jackin One Off Special 

Fri - Sat at 10pm - 6am, 
Nightingale Club, 

Birmingham, B5 6RD. 

Call 0121 622 1718 

Scroobius Pip Presents We Are 
Lizards 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


This is Tmrw Presents Mike 
Skinner DJ Set 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


THEATRE 

The Gruffalo’s Child 

Thu at 1.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Jack And The Beanstalk: PwC 

Thu at 7pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Entertaining Angels by Richard 
Everett 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 
7.30pm, 

The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

Anton & Erin: Just Gotta Dance 

Sat at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, £19.50 - 
£45 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The Solid Life Of Sugar Water 

Tue at 8pm - 10.20pm, Wed at 
8pm - 10.20pm, Thu at 8pm - 
10.20pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Hatstand 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 
Kitchen Garden Cafe, 

King’s Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7SA. Call 0121 443 4725 

Land Of Our Fathers 

Tue at 8pm - 10.20pm, Wed at 
8pm - 10.20pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Death Of A Salesman; 

Crescent Theatre Company 

Fri at 7.45pm, Sat at 2.45pm, 
7.45pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Of Mice And Men 

Thu at 7.30pm, £8.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Showstopper! The Improvised 
Musical 

Sat at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Rocky Horror Show 

Fri at 5.30pm, 8.30pm, Sat at 
5.30pm, 8.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Sensational 60s Experience 


Sat at 7.30pm, £20 - £25 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

An Inspector Calls 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 
£11.75-£27.75 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Macbeth 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2pm, 
7.30pm, £8.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Brendan Cole: A Night To Re¬ 
member 

Fri at 7.30pm, £19.50- 
£39.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Aladdin 

Fri at 2pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 1pm, 
5.15pm, £14-£42 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Tiptoe Through The 
Tombstones 

Thu at 7.30pm, £7 
Whittington Village Hall, 

Lichfield. 

Call 01543 490355 

COMEDY 

Roadhouse Comedy 

Mon at 8pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Carl Hutchinson: Learning The 
Ropes 

Fri at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Stewart Lee: A Room With A 
Stew 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Rinkoo Barpaga: Am I Funny? 

Sat at 7.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

David O’Doherty: We Are All In 
The Gutter But Some Of Us Are 
Looking At David 
O’Doherty 

Sat at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Hit revival of play 
calls at the Grand 



Geoff Leesley as Mr Birley confronts Inspector Goole, Liam Brennan, in An Inspector Calls picture Mark Douet 


STAGE and film director Stephen 
Daldry’s award-winning National 
Theatre production of JB Priestley’s 
classic thriller An Inspector Calls 
is staged at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday, 
February 2 to 6. 

Stephen Daldry, the Oscar-nom¬ 
inated director best known for Billy 
Elliot and The Reader, won his first 
major directorial success in 1992 


when his visionary revival of An In¬ 
spector Calls at the National Theatre. 

The plays tells of a dinner party 
at the home of the wealthy Birling 
family shattered by the mysterious 
Inspector Goole and his investigation 
into the death of a woman. 

Featuring Ian MacNeil’s ingen¬ 
ious designs, a sweeping score by 
Oscar-winning composer Stephen 
Warbeck and atmospheric lighting 


by Rick Fisher, the production has 
received 19 international awards, 
including the Olivier Award for Best 
Revival, Best Director, Best Designer 
and Tony Awards on Broadway. 

The production went on to be the 
longest running play revival in his¬ 
tory, in the West End for six years, 
on Broadway, across Australia, the 
United States, Japan and Europe, and 
has completed seven major UK tours. 



I * 
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I don’t know 
where the ideas 
come from’ 


Comic Stew’s 
Room service 

SOLIHULL-RAISED TV comic Stewart Lee will 
headline Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre to pre¬ 
pare for a new series on BBC 2. 

Lee will perform Room With A Stew at the city centre venue 
on Sunday. 

The show will feature fresh material for his new TV show 
Stewart Lee’s Comedy Vehicle. 

Lee’s recent work has won starry reviews from critics with the 
Guardian describing him as more playful and skilful than ever. 
The Times wrote: “What is exhilarating is how many surprises 
he still throws in and how deft his jumps are from one tone to 
another... invigorating. ” 

Lee follows his muse and delights when jokes arrive. “Some¬ 
times I read that I’m this left-wing comic who just goes on about 
politics the whole time. Other times I read that it’s just surreal 
nonsense about crisps. It’s both of those. 

Terrifying 

“Or I read there’s no jokes and it’s just about cleverness of 
structure and then I read a criticism of the last series that it was 
an obvious bid for mainstream acceptance by being full of jokes. 
It’s a lot of things. 

“I don’t know where the ideas come from and it’s terrifying. 
They seem to be absolute flukes. 

“When I was in my 20s I’d walk around with a notebook all the 
time and make sure I wrote down anything that occurred to me. 

“Now I’m just hoping that some sort of event will descend on 
me.” 


Shows are Strictly 
for fans of dance 

KEEP dancing with Strictly 
Come Dancing professionals 
this weekend. Tomorrow (Fri) 
Brendan Cole brings his A Night 
To Remember show to Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre. A vet¬ 
eran of all 13 series of Strictly, 
Brendan won the first with Na¬ 
tasha Kaplinsky and in the lat¬ 
est partnered Kirsty Gallacher. 

On Saturday it’s the Just 
Gotta Dance show with Anton & 
Erin at Birmingham Symphony 
Hall. Australian Erin Boag 
took part in series one to ten of 
Strictly, reaching second place 
with Colin Jackson. Anton du 
Beke is a veteran of all 13, third 
with Lesley Garrett in series one 
before reaching the final again 
last year with Katie Derham. 


Nigel’s fresh take 
on Four Seasons 

VIOLIN virtuoso Nigel Kenne¬ 
dy found fame with his two-mil¬ 
lion selling 1989 recording of 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and, af¬ 
ter experiments with jazz, rock 
and Jewish klezmer music, has 
returned to his most famous 
work for a concert at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, on Sunday. 

The 59-year-old former boy 
prodigy has strong associations 
with Birmingham, not least be¬ 
cause the Brighton-born musi¬ 
cian is an avid Aston Villa fan. 

He will perform a fresh take 
on The Four Seasons, after his 
latest recording which blends 
Vivaldi with jazz and rock, and 
his own compositions in The 
English Collection. 


Solo gig by Mac 
of The Bunnymen 

ECHO and The Bunnymen 
frontman Ian McCulloch will be 
giving a rare solo performance 
at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 

Formed in Liverpool in 1978, 
The Bunnymen became one 
of the most popular indie rock 
bands of the 1980s. 

The band’s top ten singles in¬ 
cluded The Cutter, The Killing 
Moon and Nothing Lasts For¬ 
ever. They released 12 studio 
albums between 1980 and 2014. 

McCulloch will play stripped 
down versions of band’s classic 
tracks, as well as songs from his 
own four-album solo back cata¬ 
logue on Wednesday, February 
3. Tickets cost £18.50 or £20 on 
the door for this seated show 
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“A pair of miniature masterpieces” The Times 

OLIVIER AWARD-WINNING BEST COMEDY 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre and Chichester Festival Theatre present 

SINGLE SPIES 

An Englishman Abroad & A Question of Attribution 


By Alan Bennett 




Featuring Nicholas Farrell (The Lady In The Van), 

Belinda Lang (2point4 Children) and David Robb (Downton Abbey) 


BIRMINGHAM 

REPERTORY 

THEATRE 


BOX OFFICE 

0121 236 4455 

Registered in England 295910 I Charity No.22 


BOOK ONLINE 

BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK 
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PUB & CARVERY 

Hill Top • West Bromwich t B70 OSD 




^ £3.89 Monday-Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCTION ROOM OR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Casualty 
(BBC1, 9.10pm) 

The day of Dixie's disciplinary 
hearing arrives, but things get 
off to a bad start when she is 
held up by an incident, and 
when Jess asks her to move to 
Cornwall with her and Olivia, the 
paramedic must decide 
whether to follow her head or 
her heart. Lily desperately 
hopes to re-establish her bond 
with Ethan by trying to convince 
him to stay, Connie tries to 
come up with a meaningful gift 
to make up for missing Jacob's 
birthday, and Robyn's 
appearance on the cover of 
Holby Pulse only serves to 
increase Big Mac's feeling of 
shame over abandoning Noel to 
his mystery mugger. Medical 
drama, starring Jane 
Hazlegrove, Michael Stevenson, 
Charles Venn, Amanda Mealing 
and Crystal Yu. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Foolproof 
Cooking. (R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Tennis: 
Australian Open Highlights. 2.30 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. 

(R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10 Now You See 
It. 5.40 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a star-studded version of 
the unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz. 

6.50 The Getaway Car. Brothers Mitz 
and Dee, husband-and-wife duo 
Charlie and Kate, best friends 
Chloe and Bethany, sisters Val and 
Babs and new couple Joseph and 
Karen tackle the Getaway Car 
circuit. 

7.45 The Voice UK. Paloma Faith, Boy 
George, William and Ricky 
Wilson appraise the talents of 
more would-be stars as the 
spinning-chair singing contest 
continues. This week marks the 
fourth of seven “blind audition” 
rounds, and tensions are 
beginning to rise between the 
superstar coaches. Kevin Simm, 
former member of pop group 
Liberty X, shows off his skills as a 
solo artist, and his performance 
causes a dramatic clash between 
two members of the panel. Plus, 
16-year-old aspiring star Heather 
Cameron-Flayes, rockabilly singer 
Sammy-Jo Evans and duo The 
Dublin City Rounders take to the 
stage. 

9.10 Casualty. Dixie’s disciplinary 
hearing gets off to a bad start, and 
she considers moving to Cornwall 
with Jess and Olivia. Meanwhile, 
Lily tries to re-establish her bond 
with Ethan. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. Actor 
Matthew Kelly joins Gaby Roslin at 
Lottery FID, where he is invited to 
press the Lotto button and reveal 
the all-important winning 
numbers. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Gary Lineker presents 
highlights of the latest FA Cup 
fourth-round ties; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.50Film: Lara Croft: Tomb Raider- 
The Cradle of Life. (2003) 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


6.30 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.20 
Film: Cowboy. (1958) 8.45 Film: The 
DuickGun. (1964) 10.10 Flomes Under 
the Flammer. (R) 11.10 Natural World. 
(R) 12.00 Best Bakes Ever. (R) 12.45 
Best Bakes Ever. (R) 1.30 Film: Fire 
Down Below. (1957) Romantic drama, 
starring Rita Flayworth and Robert 
Mitchum. 3.20 Film: Film TBA. 5.35 
Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. (R) 

6.35 King George and Queen Mary: 
The Royals Who Rescued the 
Monarchy. The first of two 
documentaries providing an 
insight into the lives of George V 
and Queen Mary, revealing their 
lasting influence on Britain’s 
monarchy. The opening film 
focuses on King George, 
highlighting how a Victorian-age 
conservative ended up becoming 
an unlikely moderniser. The 
outbreak of the First World War 
prompted George to reconsider 
the solidarity of Europe’s royal 
families, leading him to create the 
Flouse of Windsor and embrace 
democratic reform. The 
programme also explores his 
strained relationship with his 
children, and the contrasting 
kinship he found with his 
granddaughter Princess Elizabeth. 
(R) 

7.35 Dad’s Army. The air-raid wardens 
have to share the church hall with 
the Flome Guard after their HQ is 
bombed, but Hodge’s men are 
terribly disruptive and soon cause 
mayhem. (R) 

8.05 The Real Marigold Hotel. Eight 
celebrities embark on an 
experimental adventure to Jaipur 
in India, to test whether they can 
set up a more rewarding 
retirement than in the UK. (R) 

9.05 Live at the Apollo. Leading 

performers on the stand-up circuit 
share their light-hearted views on 
modern life in this show recorded 
before a packed house at London’s 
Flammersmith Apollo. (R) 

9.50 Insert Name Here. Comedy panel 
game in which host Sue Perkins 
asks teams captained by Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe to 
answer questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

10.20 Film: Perfume: The Story of a 
Murderer. (2006) Period thriller, 
with Ben Whishaw, Dustin 
Floffman and Alan Rickman. 

12.35 Film: Bright Days Ahead. (2013) 
2.05 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Jessie. 9.05 
Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 
9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.15 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.15 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.30 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 3.30 Doc Martin. (R) 4.30 The 
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 5.00 The 
Chase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! More 
comical mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including a mechanic’s 
inventive use for an airbag, a 
disastrous moped selfie, and the 
dangers of wearing a monkey as a 
wig. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. The semi-finals 
arrive, abd Ben Shephard, 

Rochelle Flumes and Chris Kamara 
challenge the contestants who 
survived the heats to test their 
endurance on the obstacle course 
once again. 

8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
continues to arrange more dates 
for his 30 single women. This 
time, the “love lift” delivers 
hypnotist Ben from London, 
Essex-based broker Harry, 
Edinburgh landscape gardener 
David and Paul, a “body double” 
from Dublin. All four men are 
given a chance to win over Paddy’s 
singletons, but to secure a date 
they must first get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. 

9.15 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined in the studio by 
actress Brenda Blethyn, who 
discusses the return of 
Northumberland-set detective 
drama Vera, and re-emerging 
singer-songwriter Craig David. 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: The Lost World: Jurassic 
Park. (1997) Steven Spielberg’s 
adventure sequel, with Jeff 
Goldblum and Julianne Moore. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Snowdonia 
Marathon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 
11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Cheltenham and Doncaster. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. It is the final 
day of the dinner party contest in 
Derby and the turn of confident 
triathlete David Morris to host, 
before the winner of the £1,000 
prize is announced. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales travel 
from Birmingham to Braunston to 
attend a festival of vintage canal 
boats, aided on the tricky journey 
by their son Sam and Juliet, 
Timothy’s daughter from his first 
marriage. Along the way, they 
meet a 78-year-old boatman, who 
reveals how he was born on a 
canal boat, and unveil a plaque 
dedicated to a woman who 
dedicated her life to preserving 
Britain’s canals. (R) 

8.00 Amazing Spaces: Floating 
Homes. George Clarke follows 
designer friend Max McMurdo as 
he builds his own floating home in 
a 40ft shipping container, mooring 
it in a local marina to begin a new 
life on the water. (R) 

9.00 Film: Now You See Me. (2013) 
Premiere. Four magicians use their 
lavish stage shows as cover for a 
series of seemingly impossible 
heists, and give away the money 
they steal to their audiences. An 
FBI agent assembles a team of 
experts to discover how the 
baffling robberies are committed 
and what the secret agenda behind 
the crime spree is. Crime thriller, 
starring Jesse Eisenberg, Mark 
Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson and Isla 
Fisher. 

11.15Film: The Hole. (2009) Horror, 
starring Chris Massoglia and Haley 
Bennett. 

1.05 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.10 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 4.05 Beat My Build. 

(R) 5.00 Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.50 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.45 Funniest Fails, Falls & 

Flops. (R) 12.15 Police Interceptors. (R) 

I. 15 Police Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 3.15 Puppies Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.15 Pets Make 
You Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 5.10 Toddlers 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

6.10 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords. A tenant who turned 
out to be a confidence trickster 
and a letting agent who locked a 
couple out of their own buy-to-let 
investment property. Last in the 
series. (R) 

7.00 World War II in Colour. This 
edition focuses on Japan’s early 
involvement in the war, including 
its attack on the US Navy at Pearl 
Harbour in December 1941, which 
led to America’s entry into the 
conflict. (R) 

7.55 World War II Battlefield 
Recovery. The excavation team 
explores trenches in Latvia’s 
Courland peninsula, where they 
uncover a live shell, and the bodies 
of fallen German and Russian 
soldiers. Last in the series. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Highlights of the 
latest Championship matches, 
including Bristol City v 
Birmingham City, Huddersfield 
Town v Cardiff City, and 
Rotherham United v Charlton 
Athletic. 

9.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. A round-up of all the 
goals and talking points from 
League One and League Two, with 
fixtures including Peterborough 
United v Burton Albion and 
Plymouth Argyle v Wycombe 
Wanderers. 

10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Catching up 
with the celebrities as they react to 
Friday night’s eviction, revealing 
how the latest departure has 
affected the remaining 
contestants. 

II. 00 Fat, Fabulous and Filthy Rich. 

People who are cashing in on the 
fuller figure, from a woman blazing 
a trail in the plus-size world with 
dating sites to a man making large 
coffins. (R) 

11.55 Access. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 
Bodies. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 

9.10 Film: Die Hard with a Vengeance 
(1995) 11.10 Family Guy 1.25 Siblings 

1.55 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of 
the Fifth 2.05 Film: National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets (2007) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 How Earth Made Us 8.00 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History 
9.00 The Young Montalbano 10.45 
Music Moguls: Masters of Pop 11.45 It’s 
Only Rock ’n’ Roll: Rock ’n’ Roll at the 
BBC 12.45 Danny Baker’s Great Album 
Showdown 1.45 Top of the Pops: 1981 
3.05 Sounds of the Eighties 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Scorpion 1.20 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.50 Film: Small Soldiers 
(1998) 4.00 Film: The Flintstones in Viva 
Rock Vegas (2000) 5.50 Celebrity 
Catchphrase 6.50 Film: The Mummy 
(1999) 9.15 Take Me Out-The Gossip 
10.15 Film: Little Man (2006) 12.10 The 
Keith Lemon Sketch Show 12.40 
Beowulf: Return to the Shieldlands 1.40 
Viral Tap 2.15 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.35 Planet’s Funniest 
Animals 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.00 Film: The Pure Hell of St Trinian’s 
(1960) 2.00 The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes 4.15 Film: Columbo: Murder 
with Too Many Notes (2000) 6.05 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 12.05 Marchlands 1.05 
The Return of Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Man 
About the House 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: The Masters. The 
afternoon session. 5.00 Storage Wars: 
Texas 7.00 Live Darts: The Masters. The 
evening session on day one. 11.00 Film: 
Universal Soldier: Regeneration (2009) 

1.00 The Sweeney 2.05 Highway Patrol 
2.25 Movies Now 2.35 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 1.00 Come Dine 
with Me 3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 
The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Safe House (2012)11.15 
Gogglebox 1.25 Virtually Famous 2.15 
The Inbetweeners 3.05 The IT Crowd 
4.00 Rules of Engagement 5.05 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 The Chronicles of Narnia: The 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader (2010) 3.10 
Beaches (1988) 5.35 California Man 
(1992)7.15 Post Grad (2009) 9.00 Van 
Helsing (2004) 11.40 Abraham Lincoln: 
Vampire Hunter (2012) 1.45 The French 
Connection (1971) 4.00 Close 
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Say hello to the Honda range 

Say hello to Nil Advance Payment 

We're always trying to find new ways to build safer, smarter cars. 

And now you can drive one home from Nil Advance 
Payment with Honda Motability. 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 

Payment 

w 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


The new Jazz 1.3 se 

Small on the outside. 

Big on the inside. 

With Magic Seats 
you can rearrange 
180 ways. 


The Civic sdri.ss 

Sleeker. Sportier. 

Smarter all round. 

With Magic Seats and 
City Brake Active System. 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 

Payment 


The Civic Tourer 1.8 s 

Dynamic. Practical. 
Designed for life. 

With doors that open 
up wide to 90 degrees. 


The CR-V 2.0S 2WD 

Better. Stronger. 

Now goes even further. 
With high driving position 
and impressive boot space. 


BRINDLEY HONDA 


Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WS11 OJP 


Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich 
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Wolverhampton 
WV10 6HT 


Call 0333 777 3277 or visit 
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Calls charged at local rate. 


Motability 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated 
laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. Models Shown: Jazz 1 .3 i-VTEC SE Manual in White Orchid Pearl, Civic 1 .8 i-VTEC S Manual in Twilight Blue Metallic, Civic Tourer 1 .8 i-VTEC S Manual in Twilight Blue Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD in 
Twilight Blue Metallic. Terms and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.3 i-VTEC SE Manual, Civic 1.8 i-VTEC S Manual, Civic Tourer 1.8 i-VTEC S Manua and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at any time. Models subject 
to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. 
Valid for applications between 04 January to 31 March 2016 to Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 31 23 


CHOICE 



Matt Baker 


Countryfile 
(BBC1, 7pm) 

A round-up on how winter is 
affecting rural areas. Matt 
Baker visits a Teesdale hill 
farming couple who have 
become the stars of a 
documentary film, Ellie Harrison 
watches birds migrate in 
Gloucestershire, John Craven 
encounters a breed of hybrid 
wolves in Cumbria that are 
adapted to the cold, Sean 
Fletcher goes cod fishing on the 
North Yorkshire coast and 
Adam Henson reports on 
endangered sheep in North 
Ronaldsay. Including Weather 
For The Week Ahead. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 

Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News. 1.15 

Songs of Praise. 1.50 Escape to the 

Country. (R) 2.35 The Great Sport Relief 

Bake Off. (R) 3.35 Match of the Day Live: 

The FA Cup. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. A round-up on how 
winter is affecting rural areas, 
featuring reports on hill farming, 
migrating birds, hybrid wolves 
that have adapted to the cold, cod 
fishing and endangered sheep. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. A rare disease 
spreads around Poplar Street, and 
Patsy and Dr Turner try to trace 
the outbreak to its source. 
Suspicion over the identity of the 
first carrier threatens to divide a 
previously close-knit family. Sister 
Winifred is forced to confront her 
prejudices while treating a patient, 
and Barbara worries about how 
Trixie will react when she agrees to 
go to dinner with Tom. 

9.00 War & Peace. Pierre’s eyes are 
opened to the horrors of war, 
Natasha falls ill and Andrei swears 
revenge as Napoleon’s forces 
invade Russia and preparations 
are made to meet them in battle. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from today’s 
fourth-round ties, which were 
Carlisle United v Everton at 
Brunton Park, and Milton Keynes 
Dons v Chelsea at Stadium mk. 

11.00 Live at the Apollo. Sarah Millican 
hosts an evening of stand-up at 
the Apollo in Hammersmith, 
London. (R) 

11.30 Film: My Brother the Devil. 

(2012) Premiere. Mo, the teenage 
son of an Egyptian immigrant to 
London, idolises his older brother 
Rashid, a drug dealer, and longs to 
follow in his footsteps. However, 
Rashid wants Mo to make 
something more of his life, while 
realisations about himself make 
him question his place in the 
criminal underworld. Drama, 
starring James Floyd. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 The AtoZ of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.00 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. 8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. (R) 10.30 
Best Bakes Ever. (R) 11.15 Best Bakes 
Ever. (R) 12.00 Film: The Alamo. (2004) 
Historical Western, starring Dennis 
Quaid. 2.05 Tennis: Australian Open 
Highlights. 3.35 Film: Ladies in 
Lavender. (2004) Period drama, starring 
Judi Dench and Maggie Smith. 5.15 Ski 
Sunday. 

6.00 Film: John Carter. (2012) An 
American Civil War soldier is 
transported to an alien planet, 
which is also being torn apart by 
conflict. He intercedes in this 
struggle after rescuing a princess 
from captivity, and must win the 
trust of a fierce primitive tribe to 
save the world. Fantasy adventure 
based on Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 
series of novels, starring Taylor 
Kitsch and Lynn Collins. Edited for 
daytime broadcast. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis gives 
more would-be entrepreneurs the 
chance to pitch their ideas to 
panelists Deborah Meaden, Nick 
Jenkins, Peter Jones, Touker 
Suleyman and Sarah Willingham. 
Among the products up for 
inspection are a self-serve beer 
pump and a trailer tent that is tall 
enough to stand up in - but which 
proves harder to erect than its 
creator intended. 

9.00 James May’s Cars of the People. 

James charts the history of 4x4 
vehicles from the jeeps of the 
Second World war onwards, 
revealing how they rose in 
popularity in everyday use and in 
rallies. He explores the rivalry 
between Land Rover and Land 
Cruiser, and puts some classic 
vehicles through their paces by 
driving up Mount Fuji and through 
the Mojave desert. 

10.00 Film: True Grit. (2010) A farm girl 
recruits a hard-drinking, one-eyed 
marshal to help her track down the 
man who killed her father. The 
Coen brothers’ Western, with Jeff 
Bridges and Hailee Steinfeld. 

11.45 Film: Then She Found Me. (2007) 
A teacher abandoned by her 
husband and facing a mid-life 
crisis is unexpectedly reunited 
with her eccentric biological 
mother. Comedy drama, starring 
Helen Hunt and Bette Midler. 

1.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.20 
Holby City. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!:The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 
12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.35 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 2.40 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 
3.40 Film: Diamonds Are Forever. 

(1971) James Bond spy adventure, 
starring Sean Connery. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Planet’s Got Talent. The best and 
worst clips from the Got Talent 
franchise, featuring a stunt 
involving an exploding limousine 
and a man who smashes 
watermelons on his head. Narrated 
by Warwick Davis. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. The warrior and his 
allies try to make peace with a rival 
tribe, but are greeted with 
suspicion when they discover a 
terrible secret. David Bradley guest 
stars. 

8.00 Vera. New series. A body is 

discovered on the Northumberland 
moors, and identified as a woman 
who made a distressed 999 call on 
the night of her death - suggesting 
she may have been abducted by 
someone she knew. Vera takes on 
the case, and discovers the victim 
was a controversial figure in her 
hometown, who had a 
complicated relationship with her 
family and a number of well- 
hidden secrets. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Panda Babies. Vet Steve Leonard 
visits three panda reserves in 
China, following the development 
of several of these endangered 
animals from newborn to one- 
year-old toddlers. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the 10th 
round of fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.35 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
4.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 4.55 
Channel 4 News. 5.20 Film: The 
Incredibles. (2004) Pixar’s animated 
adventure, with the voice of Craig T 
Nelson. 

7.30 The Jump. New series. Davina 
McCall presents the third series of 
the celebrity winter sport 
challenge. The contestants in this 
year’s show are Dean Cain, Sarah 
Harding, Linford Christie, James 
“Arg” Argent, Rebecca Arlington, 
Tina Hobley, Mark Francis Vandelli, 
Beth Tweddle, Tamara Beckwith, 
Brian McFadden, Louisa Lytton 
and Sid Owen, who spend six 
weeks living together in the 
Austrian Alps and competing in a 
series of sporting challenges. The 
first round sees them taking part 
in the death defying skeleton 
event, with the losers facing a live 
Air Jump to determine who will be 
eliminated. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. Tischbier offers 
Moritz the chance to return to East 
Berlin, so he can donate a kidney 
to his mother. On his journey 
home, he is asked to deliver a 
mysterious package - but when a 
bombing suddenly occurs 
moments later, he begins to 
wonder what was in the box and 
races to prevent further 
bloodshed. In German. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr invites Sean Lock and 
Miles Jupp to go up against Jon 
Richardson and Sara Pascoe in the 
words-and-numbers quiz, while 
Sam Simmons helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

10.55 Film: Sorority Row. (2009) Five 
female students accidentally cause 
the death of a friend, and are 
stalked years later by a mysterious 
killer seeking justice. Horror 
remake, with Briana Evigan and 
Leah Pipes. 

12.50 Embarrassing Bodies: Back to 
the Clinic. (R) 1.45 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 4.00 Beat My Build. (R) 4.55 
Hugh’s 3 Good Things. (R) 5.10 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Make Way for Noddy. 

(R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 

8.25 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

8.45 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 9.00 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.15 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
The Championship: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.00 Goal Rush: Football 
League Tonight. (R) 11.30 Funniest Fails, 
Falls & Flops. (R) 12.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 1.00 Film: The Deep 
End of the Ocean. (1999) Drama, starring 
Michelle Pfeiffer. 3.15 Film: No 
Reservations. (2007) Romantic comedy, 
with Catherine Zeta-Jones and Aaron 
Eckhart. 5.15 Film: Hitch. (2005) 
Romantic comedy, starring Will Smith 
and Eva Mendes. 

7.25 Film: The Wedding Date. (2005) 

A single woman is horrified by the 
thought of attending her sister’s 
wedding alone, a task made all the 
more daunting by the presence of 
her ex-fiance. Taking the bull by 
the horns, she hires a male escort 
for the occasion - but her decision 
has unexpected results. Romantic 
comedy, starring Debra Messing, 
Jack Davenport, Amy Adams, 
Dermot Mulroney and Sarah 
Parish. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 

remaining housemates embark on 
their final week, knowing only one 
of them can be crowned Celebrity 
Big Brother winner on Friday night. 
This has certainly been one of the 
most tense and argumentative 
houses in recent history - can it 
possibly get any worse as the 
celebrities begin to eye up the 
prize? 

10.00 Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. A 

former Miss England who nearly 
died of a blood clot caused by 
having her breast implants 
removed, and a reality TV 
contestant who received illegal 
injections. Last in the series. 

11.00 Film: Red Dragon. (2002) Thriller 
prequel, with Anthony Hopkins. 

1.20 The Philpotts: Britain’s Worst 
Crimes. (R) 2.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 
7.05 Great TV Mistakes 7.35 The Voice 
UK 9.05 Film: Meet the Parents (2000) 

10.45 Russell Howard’s Good News 
11.15 Family Guy 12.20 Cuckoo 3.20 
Emergency Rescue Down Under 3.50 
Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of the 
Fifth 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Pierre Boulez at the BBC: Master 
and Maverick 8.00 Russia’s Lost 
Princesses 9.00 Tales from the Royal 
Bedchamber 10.00 Film: A Death Row 
Tale: The Fear of 13(2015)11.30 
Horizon: What Is Reality? 12.30 The 
Brain with David Eagleman 1.30 Rock ’n’ 
Roll America 2.30 Sounds of the Eighties 

2.55 Danny Baker’s Great Album 
Showdown 3.55 Close 

ITV2 

11.40 Take Me Out 1.00 Take Me Out- 
The Gossip 2.00 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 3.45 
Film: The Mummy Returns (2001) 6.15 
Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 8.00 
Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (2012) 11.15 Film: American 
Pie Presents Band Camp (2005) 1.05 
Release the Hounds 2.05 Planet’s 
Funniest Animals 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

1.30 The Return of Sherlock Holmes 

3.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.55 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Secret Life 
of Dogs 9.00 Caroline Quentin’s National 
Parks 10.00 The Kindness of Strangers 
11.35 Film: Meet Joe Black (1998) 2.50 
Secret Smile 4.05 On the Buses 4.35 
Heartbeat 5.25 Movies Now 5.35 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: The Masters. 5.00 
Storage Wars 5.55 The Classic Car Show 
7.00 Live Darts: The Masters. The 
quarter-finals. 11.00 Film: Jackie Brown 
(1997) 2.10 Motorway Patrol 2.30 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.35 
Film: Sister Act (1992) 4.35 The 
Goldbergs 5.35 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Rude Tube 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 1.15 The IT Crowd 2.15 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 3.45 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

1.00 City of Ember (2008) 2.50 Big 
Business (1988) 4.45 Horton Hears a 
Who! (2008) 6.25 A Knight’s Tale (2001) 
9.00 The Two Faces of January (2014) 
10.50 Law Abiding Citizen (2009) 
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British Coach Holidays 
Quality European Tours 

London Theatre Weekends 

From only £99.50 

Ireland 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Hannah’s Law, Channel 5,3.15pm 

An orphaned girl grows up to be a bounty hunter 
under the tutelage of an expert gunslinger. She sets 
out on a personal mission to bring to justice the 
outlaws who murdered her parents, aided by a young 
Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday, but the search brings 
shocking secrets about her past to light. Western, 
starring Sara Canning. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Mystery Woman: Game Time, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Amateur sleuth Samantha Kinsey manages to 
persuade a reclusive author to attend a book-signing 
event - but ends up having to solve his murder. A 
shady video-games designer seen near the body 
seems the likely culprit, but she is convinced he is 
innocent. Mystery, starring Kellie Martin. (2005) 

WEDNESDAY 

Truth and Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two former best friends and current enemies suspect 
each other of sending anonymous messages that 
threaten to expose their secrets. However, when they 
realise neither are behind it, the teenagers team up to 
investigate the source. Drama, starring Dina Meyer, 
Emily Tennant and Keenan Tracey. (2015) 



THURSDAY 

Garage Sale Mystery, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman becomes fascinated by a series of 
burglaries sweeping her home town. She notices 
some of the stolen items turning up in the garage 
sales she frequents, and decides to put her keen eye 
for a bargain to the task of identifying the criminals. 
Crime drama based on Suzi Weinert’s novel, starring 
Lori Loughlin and Rick Ravanello. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Diamonds Are Forever, ITV, 11.10pm 

James Bond investigates a diamond-smuggling 
operation, and discovers that behind the scheme is 
his insidious arch-enemy Blofeld, who is planning to 
construct a devastating orbital doomsday weapon 
powered by the precious stones, which will force world 
powers to disarm and give him global domination. Spy 
adventure, starring Sean Connery, (1971) 


A distressing new case 
awaits on the moors 


T V is the new film. It’s been said 
on many occasions, but it does 
seem to be true. 

In the past, actors always aspired to 
get into movies, but not any more. In 
fact, these days, they’re clamouring to 
be seen on the small screen, where 
the best scripts and juiciest characters 
seem to appear. 

Brenda Blethyn has certainly 
enjoyed cinema success, bagging 
Oscar nominations for her 
performances in Secrets & Lies and 
Little Voice. But these days she’s more 
likely to be seen solving crimes in 
Vera, which starts a new, four-part run 
this week. 

It’s the sixth series based on the 
best-selling novels by Ann Cleeves; 
the latest, The Moth Catcher, was 
released earlier this month, and an 
adaptation of it forms one of the 
forthcoming episodes. 

“I attended the book launch of The 
Moth Catcher, which the third film is 
adapted from,” says Blethyn, who is 
now fast friends with Cleeves. “I love it 
when Ann visits the set. I went to her 
house to enjoy a fabulous curry made 


by Tim, Ann’s husband. It was 
absolutely delicious.” 

The actress claims she is thrilled by 
the show’s success. 

‘You always hope the project you 
are working on is going to be 
successful,” she explains. “I thought 
the character was very interesting, 
different, and worthy of a series but of 
course there is no guarantee. So 
naturally we were all delighted when 
the first series was commissioned. 
And thrilled each .me it has been 
re-commissioned. 

‘And it’s always nice to hear from 
viewers across the world who enjoy 
Vera. There was a lovely review in the 
Sydney Morning Herald recently. They 
love her irascible nature and many 
admire the fact that she commands a 
position of authority over men! And 
that the episodes are so well written.” 

So, what can we expect from the 
latest run? 

“More high quality drama. I love that 
ITV maintain the production values of 
the series. The art department is 
second to none. The stories in the first 
two episodes are particularly difficult 


for Vera to come to terms with. And as 
viewers have come to expect there 
are many great Northumberland 
locations.” 

Just don’t ask her to work out 
whodunit before she’s read the entire 
script: “Like most thrillers I’m kept 
guessing until the very end. Actually, 
neither does Vera ‘guess’ who the 
culprit is. I’m not an actor who goes to 
the last page first.” 

The series begins with an episode 
entitled Dark Road, in which Vera 
investigates the murder of 56-year-old 
grandmother Anne-Marie Richards, 
whose body has been discovered on 
the wild and desolate Northumberland 
moors. 

She had a difficult relationship with 
her family and had recently returned 
to the area in a bid to reconcile with 
her two daughters - could one of her 
relatives have killed her, or will the 
culprit turn out to be somebody from 
her colourful past? 

A 999 call made by Anne-Marie on 
the night of her murder, as well as the 
disturbed state of her cottage, suggests 
that the killer is close to home. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Undateables: Wedding Bells 
Channel 4,9pm 

The fifth season of this dating show has been 
enthralling stuff, featuring a range of people who, 
while they may not have found lasting love, have 
had their confidence boosted by taking part. The 
final episode turns its attention to couples who are 
following in the footsteps of Tourette’s sufferer and 
film-maker Brent Zillwood and model Challis Orme 
by getting married. Among those featured are Steve, 
whose Crouzon syndrome has always made him 
self-conscious, and he’s now concerned that his 
looks may spoil his wedding to Vicky. Martin, 
meanwhile, suffers from a stammer that he worries 
may prevent him from proposing to his girlfriend, 
business coach Jessica. Finally Daniel, who is 
autistic, wonders if the girl he met at a speed dating 
event could be the woman of his dreams. 

TUESDAY 
Sugar Free Farm 
ITV, 8pm 

Now on day four of the sugar free diet, the 
celebrities are settling into the farm work but there 
is a tantrum over chickpeas in the pig field and a 
heated debate over dinner. Nutritionist Angelique 
Panagos tries to persuade them of the positives of 


a life without sugar, but even after a reality check at 
the hospital, Mark The Beast’ Labbett is still 
reluctant to listen. Will the familiar faces find the 
going too tough as they do without sweet treats, or 
will they go the distance? Olivia Colman narrates. 

WEDNESDAY 

Camila’s Kids Company: The Inside Story 
BBC1, 9pm 

For many years the charity Kids Company was 
held up as a success story for its work with 
young people, while charismatic founder Camila 
Batmanghelidjh was feted by celebrities and 
politicians alike. However, that began to 
change in 2015, when it emerged that the 
charity was on the edge of insolvency 
and that the government had 
demanded that Batmanghelidjh stand 
down as the CEO. Award-winning 
documentary director Lynn Alleway 
was following Batmanghelidjh 
when the story broke, and her 
documentary depicts the founder’s 
fight to save her charity and resist 
the pressure to downsize. 

However, the film takes a dramatic 
turn when Kids Company is 
forced to close, leaving staff 



reeling, the community devastated - and everyone 
searching for answers. 

THURSDAY 

Cats v Dogs: Which Is Best? 

BBC2, 8pm 

J3ats and dogs are Britain’s most popular 
^ .pets - but which is best? If Harry 
T Hill’s TV Burp was in charge of 
1 answering that question, no doubt the 
word ‘fight’ would be mentioned. 

' But rather than throwing them into 
[ a ring together, it will be left up to 
k dog-lover Chris Packham and cat 
\ fan Liz Bonnin to work out the solution. 
In a two-part programme, they 

I travel the country, gathering 
evidence as they go in an 
| attempt to prove their personal 
I cases. Along the way they meet 
animals with amazing talents 
and compare modern canines 
and felines with their ancient 
counterparts. They also tackle 
the ultimate test - Chris takes 
care of Liz’s cat for a week, while 

I she looks after 
his dog. 


Keeping Up with the Khans 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Documentary exploring the impact of 
immigration on Page Hall in Sheffield. Each edition 
focuses on a different community, beginning with 
the refugees, fleeing war to seek asylum in Britain 
and battling red tape as they try to start a new life. 
They include Haider from Lebanon, Libyan Ehab, 
Cameroonian political dissident Pride and Omar 
from Sudan, all living together in a house rented by 
the Home Office. They are all in limbo, unable to 
work or study while they wait to hear if their request 
for asylum has been granted. 

FRIDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Final 
Channel 5, 9pm 

It’s been a strange few weeks in the Celebrity Big 
Brother House - arguably the oddest moment was 
the misunderstanding that led US reality star Tiffany 
Pollard to think that fellow housemate David Gest 
had died, rather than Angie Bowie’s rock legend 
ex-husband - but after all those tasks and talking 
at cross purposes, the series is now at an end. 
Although some of the biggest characters (notably 
Bowie and Gest) left early due to ill health, we now 
get to find out who made it to the bitter end, and 
who the British public have chosen as their winner. 


** HENLEY 
"'FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 

Pre Planned Funerals w 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 



^25 POINT WINTER CHECK ONLY £10 
a ★ CLUTCHES & MOT’S ★ BRAKES ★ TYRES a 
★ PARTS A1VD ACCESSORIES ★ EXHAUSTS ★ SERV ICING 
^ ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN ^ 

12 Nev^wan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwicfm70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 J 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /ggffg 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 1 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a 
good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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PUZZLES 


25 


BRAIN GYM 


No.362 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

u 

2 

C 

3 

D 

G 

5 

M 

X 

7 

N 

8 

A 

9 t 

10 

R 

11 

B 

12 

L 

13 

K 

14 

V 

15 

H 

16 

Y 

17 

F 

18 

P 

19 

z 

20 

1 

21 

E 

22 

Q 

23 

J 

24 

s 

25 

w 

26 

o 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Support on the 
games field (4) 

3. Where operations 
have dramatic 
results? (8) 

9. The road comes 
to an end oddly 
decorated (7) 

10. An estimate from a 
famous author? (5) 

11. One can reckon 
500, but it can be 
ignored (12) 

13. Try hard in the last 
river race (6) 

15. There is one voice 
in it (6) 

17. Shop assistant in 
the secret service? 
( 12 ) 

20. Her branch is 
peaceful (5) 

21. He’s on trial 
for current 100 
consumed (7) 

22. Score 2 fewer (8) 

23. In which creating a 
scene is only to be 
expected (4) 


Down 

1. Wave husk 
concoction? (8) 

2. Annoyed a mongrel 

(5) 

4. Concealment 
of corporal 
punishment? (6) 

5. It is made 
knowingly, one 
assumes (12) 

6. Grubs for sore lot 

(7) 

7. Killed with rapid 
movement to one 
side (4) 

8. Unsuitable to be in 
convent, that is with 
no head in it (12) 

12. Idly tune in concert 

( 8 ) 

14. Cover overheads? 

(7) 

16. Threaten workers 
with star performer 

( 6 ) 

18. A supporter of art¬ 
work (5) 

19. Dull fellow who 
knows the drill? (4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 
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8 






6 





1 

8 
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6 
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9 
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2 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Select (4) 

3. Magician (8) 

9. A service-book (7) 

10. Of the nose (5) 

11. Meanwhile (2,3,7) 
13. Transfix (6) 

15. Address (6) 

17. Compliment (12) 

20. Pale (5) 

21. Established (7) 

22. Paternal (8) 

23. Rush (4) 


Down 

1. Fruitful (8) 

2. Military student (5) 

4. Rectangular (6) 

5. Scornful (12) 

6. Reprieve (7) 

7. Reign (4) 

8. Information (12) 

12. Protected (8) 

14. Seer (7) 

16. Legitimate (6) 

18. Muddle (5) 

19. Abandoned child (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Save our; 7 Souls; 9 
Screw; 10 Capital; 12 Sleeping-car; 14 Seaside 
town; 18 Station; 19 Night; 21 Drill; 22 Heights. 
Down: 1 Watch; 2 Reveal; 3 Cue; 4 Coping; 5 
Almanac; 8 Lariats; 11 Head for; 13 Letters; 15 
Settle; 16 Wrings; 17 Chats; 20 Men. QUICK - 
Across: 6 Liberal; 7 Heave; 9 Vogue; 10 Dispose; 
12 Degradation; 14 Parenthetic; 18 Contort; 19 
Steed; 21 Piece; 22 Sadness. Down: 1 Minor; 2 
Refuse; 3 Fad; 4 Despot; 5 Evasion; 8 Fiddler; 

11 Writers; 13 Laconic; 15 Entice; 16 Intent; 17 
Verse; 20 Ray. 


Niner 


What is the Greek word for ‘hot’? 

What was the European Recovery 
Programme of 1948-52 better known 
as? 

In which American state was Davy 
Crockett born? 

What was the profession of Mrs. Patrick 
Campbell, who died in 1940? 

On what part of a suit of armour would 
you find a beaver? 


6. What is the dried outer covering of the 
nutmeg called? 

7. What is Hans Lippershey credited with 
having invented in 1608? 

8. Which jazz trumpeter recorded the 
album Bitches’ Brew? 

9. Who was Secretary General of the U.N. 
from 1972-81? 

10. In which year was the Victoria Cross 
instituted? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 A soundproof cover fixed over a 
camera during shooting; 2 Italy and Austria; 
3 15th; 4 Clio; 5 DK; 6 1889; 7 Fletcher; 

8 Poland; 9 Asa Yoelson; 

10 African antelope. 

Niner: INTERVALS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


3847 gives a weapon, 

86239 gives another weapon, 

3657129 gives a third weapon. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 

The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 



° A *W - 





SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 

PRINT I MOBILE I TABLET I ONLINE 


PLUS+ 
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travel 



Enjoy a bit of well-deservedf ‘me’ time and relax in the pool Mystery jets - a couple of the experience rooms Stunning grounds - play tennis, cycle or just enjoy the beautiful gardens at Hoar Cross Hall 



Chill out in one of the many relaxation areas 


Bumpy road for this mum-to-be but 
for relaxation spa beats them Hall 


“I HAVEN’T slept for seven 
months and two days,” said my 
friend candidly. They weren’t the 
words I wanted to hear. 

Six months pregnant, the realities of 
impending motherhood were becom¬ 
ing frighteningly apparent. 

Mum to a baby and a toddler, my pal 
looked beaten; her no-sleep claim was prob¬ 
ably on the conservative side so as not to 
really scare me. Well, I was petrified. 

And so there really was only one place for 
us - a day’s escape to Hoar Cross Hall Spa 
and Hotel for rest and relaxation. 

The Staffordshire-based countryside re¬ 
treat is one of the UK’s most decorated spas 
offering everything from one-off treatments 
and half-day packages to extended week- 
long stays (I wish). 

The Jacobean-style Grade Il-listed build- 


By Emily Bridgewa ter 

ing completed in 1871, is set in immacu¬ 
lately manicured grounds and, on the day 
we visited, they basked in glorious autum¬ 
nal sunshine. 

We enjoyed a swift and friendly check-in 
at the day spa’s reception then headed off to 
the clean, modern changing rooms. 

“You do want to work out, don’t you?” 
asked my friend apprehensively, half-heart¬ 
edly unpacking a pair of trainers. Er, no, 
not really,” I replied as my pal visibly 
sighed with relief. 

“Why don’t we go for a bike ride instead?” 
she suggested. 

And so we bypassed the impressive gym 
facilities and headed outdoors to use the 
complimentary bikes, taking a route cover¬ 
ing the extensive gardens and country lanes 
around the property. If, like us, the weath¬ 


er’s on your side and you want to enjoy 
the enviable grounds, there are also tennis 
courts, boules and croquet. We agreed the 
hour-long cycle was a good way to work up 
an appetite for the sumptuous three-course 
lunch ahead. 

Indulged 

The spa’s restaurant is first-class and we 
tucked into a table service meal of goat’s 
cheese and balsamic onion tart followed by 
fresh ravioli with sun-dried tomatoes for 
me, and poached chicken and duchess pota¬ 
toes for my friend. 

There’s a buffet selection of salads, 
breads and hot vegetables too, although we 
found the meal in itself to be enough. Be¬ 
sides, it allowed room for dessert and while 
Hoar Cross Hall is what used to be known 
as a ‘health farm’ in the days of the Green 
Goddess, there’s still room for a bit of what 


you fancy. With that in mind, I ordered the 
chocolate cheesecake and cream, while my 
pal indulged in the lemon tart. 

Exercise done and delicious food con¬ 
sumed, it was time to relax and so we 
changed into complimentary fluffy robes 
and slippers. Expert beauticians are on 
hand to attend to your every need, offering 
everything from facials, hair removal, mas¬ 
sages and manicures to make-up lessons 
and haircuts in the salon. I was whisked off 
to one of the many private rooms for a preg¬ 
nancy-friendly facial and massage. Starting 
to feel the pains and strains of mid-preg¬ 
nancy, it was blissful. 

We later opted for time in the extensive 
pool area however, more energetic guests 
may prefer to take advantage of one of the 
many fitness classes,We could only have one 
possible gripe . . . that we weren’t able to 
stay for much longer. 
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■ Tel: 012J 
Mobile: 07974 203039 





The proud owners of MTG Tattoo & Piercings are Mark & Tracey Garnett who are Husband and Wife. They are part 
of team Jealousi in Charlemont, West Bromwich. 

As a team, Jealousi offer hair, nails, sunbeds and spray tanning, to compliment this MTG offer permanent and 
semi-permanent make-up including 3D HD eyebrow tattooing amongst other conventional tattooing and a range 
of body piercing, Mark started his career in 1994 as an apprentice and then became fully qualified in 1998. He 
opened his first studio in Tenerife in 1999 which became a huge success, he quickly started specialising in cover- 
ups, tattoo rejuvenation using his almost pain-free style. Mark is also an artist and can design one off custom 
tattoos to suit the client. 

On his return to England in 2012, after a bit of networking and coaching from the godfather of tattooing G Farrell, 
Mark opened his shop after quite a few set backs. After overcoming a lot of problems setting up his business he 
now offers advice and support to anyone thinking of becoming a tattooist or body piercer. 

Mark would like to express the importance of making sure that anybody considering having tattoos or piercings 
done, check out that the person is fully qualified and has relevant documentation for hygiene, also that they will be 
given a good level of after-care as this is just as important. 

With 21 years of tattooing and piercing experience, Mark is happy to announce that his wife Tracey has now 
qualified as a body piercer at the International Piercing Academy, so now can offer either a male or female piercer 
to suit the clients needs. MTG offer very competitive prices but you must be 18 for a tattoo and 16 with parental 
agreement for piercing. 

At MTG they only use piercing materials made from titanium and hand made in the UK, with excellent standards of 
hygiene. He also works closely with a tattoo removal studio based in Walsall. Mark would eventually like to open a 
school of body art and medical tattooing for conditions such as balding, so watch this space. 
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A 14 page supplement 
showcasing a collection of 
businesses and organisations 
in the region with a reputation 
for excellence 
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Giving adults a sporting 
chance to boost fitness 


RUNNING for around a year and a 
half, Sport Wednesbury has been 
aiming to get as many adults as 
possible, over the age of 25, back 
into a form of sport or physical ac¬ 
tivity. 

Funded by Sport England, Sport 
Wednesbury was launched in June 2014 
following a funding application. 

Ever since it has been working on improving 
the quality of sport activity in Wednesbury as 
part of its commitment to promote sport and in¬ 
crease participation. No matter what your ability 
is, Sport Wednesbury welcomes you to come 
and join them, they believe that real progress 
can be made in developing sport and physical 
recreation in the community. 

Since it has been running, Sport Wednes¬ 
bury has been focusing on: 

Increasing participation in sport 
Engaging the community, developing and 
strengthening sporting offers in the area 
Developing pathways into local clubs 
Creating local clubs where non exist 
Developing a workforce in the area to help 
deliver the programme 

Sport Wednesbury currently has an array of 
activities on offer for you to take part in. Ses¬ 
sions are either free or cost no more than £2, 
making them easy accessed and affordable. 
Programmes currently on offer include: 
Walking Football 
Badminton 


Aiming to improve the 
quality of sporting activity 
as part of a commitment 
to promote sport and in¬ 
crease participation - no 
matter what your ability is 



Boot Camp 

Circuits 

Zumba 

Seated Exercise 
Netball 
Water Polo 
Rounders 
Tennis 

More activities are due to be added through¬ 
out the year. 



Double bonus - getting fit and loving every minute of it 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Wednesbury Celebrates 

Address: Wednesbury Town Hall,Holyhead Road, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7DF 

Telephone: 0121 556 4914 

Website: www.wednesburycelebrates.org.uk 

Email: boxoffice@wednesburycelebrates.org.uk 




NEW YEAR ■ NEW YOU 

Getting People Active More Often * 

FREE or Low Cost • All Ages All Abilities 



Weekly Activities Include 

Boot Camp - Badminton . Netball 
■ Circuits - Seated Exercise - 
Walking Football Water Polo 
Zumba - LBTs 
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Strengthening 
links in the 
community 

SPORT Wednesbury has helped es¬ 
tablish and strengthen links between 
a wide range of partners who are 
working in the community. 

These linkages with networks and partner¬ 
ship has assisted in overcoming community 
differences and division and helped reduce 
scepticism in the project and embed it in its 
first year. 

Richard McVittie, who runs the project, 
said: “Sport Wednesbury has made such 
a difference in the local community getting 
people back into sport, some of them who 
have not played since they left school.” 

Richard has worked incredible hard to 
raise Sport Wednesbury’s profile and is high¬ 
ly committed to getting more people in the 
area into sport. 

He added, “I feel it is important to have 
a social element to Sport Wednesbury so 
when we can we arrange social get-togethers 
which have been really popular. 

“I hope that the project will continue to 
grow and benefit more people locally.” 

The effect that Sports Wednesbury has had 

„ . , , , o n the community speaks for itself. 

Keeping fit and enjoying the healthy outdoors A testimonial for the project says: “I joined 



Always ready to help where needed - and the social side is good too 


‘The Sport Wednesbury 
team are a great bunch 
of people and keep me 
motivated to continue with 
my lifestyle change’ 


Sport Wednesbury in February 2015 and it 
has been the best thing I have ever done! 

“ The Sport Wednesbury Team are a great 
bunch of people and keep me motivated to 
continue with my lifestyle change.” 



BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Wednesbury Celebrates 

Address: Wednesbury Town Hall, Holyhead Road, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7DF 

Telephone: 0121 556 4914 

Website: www.wednesburycelebrates.org.uk 

Email: boxoffice@wednesburycelebrates.org.uk 
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5 Star Performance Academy is a local community group that 
1 run fun weekly classes and holiday workshops that use the 
^'performing arts to help every child reach their potential.^ 


■3a 


Our fun classes use acting, singing and dance to help improve 
#| confidence and selfesteem whilst improving skills. 

A * 

For 3 to 16 years old we run weekly classes at Wednesbury 
and West Bromwich Town Halls and workshops during the 
^ holidays.^* V 


www.5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 

mail@5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 

07793 943361 
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Family Run Business 

mm. 

Hi JOBS! 



Quote "Chronicle' 



No Obligation Quotation 

Each job project managed 
from Start to Finish 



0121 520 2020 

Enquiries: evawhitewindows@outlook.co.uk 

Smashed glass/misty units repair 

0121 557 3894 

evawhiteglass@outlook.com 


1A Bloomfield Road, 
Princes End, Tipton DY4 9EU 


Ooenina Hours 


Monday - Friday 
7.30am - 6.30pm 


Address: 

Station House, 11a Barrett Street, 
Smethwick B66 4SE 

Telephone Number: 0121 565 2210 
Website: www.firefliesnursery.co.uk 
Email: info@firefliesnursery.co.uk 
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From 3 Months To 5 Years 

‘’Igniting your child’s potential” 

SPACES AVAILABLE 

Apply now to secure vour place! Opening Soon 



MISSION STATEMENT I CURRICULUM I WHAT WE PROVIDE 


Fireflies nursery provide children 
with a safe, caring and stimulating 
environment, enabling them to 
achieve their full potential. 

We place a strong emphasis on 
learning and development through 
play, and acknowledge individual 
abilities. 

We work alongside the community 
to promote values that instill 
respect, diversity and inclusion. 


We follow the early years 
foundation stage (EYFS) framework 
which guides your child's learning 
and development. 

EYFS Areas Of Local & 

Development consist of: 
Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development 
Physical Development 
Communications 
Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding The World 
Expressive Arts & Design 


We provide children with the 

best standards of care, including: 

A caring environment 

Brand new indoor and outdoor 

facilities 

Healthy nutritious meals 

Free choice of play and learning 

activities 

Regular informative parents 
meetings 

Qualified & Experienced staff 
Structured educational play 


Come and see for yourself! Contact us on 0121 565 2210 or send 
an email to info@firefliesnursery.co.uk for more information. 

(Located Opposite Cape Hill McDonalds) 


Business that 
keeps on growing 


THIS family business goes 
from strength to strength. 
Since being formed in 1995, 
Evawhite Windows has 
seen its business grow and 
grow specialising in UPVC 
glass installation. 

Yes, Evawhite Windows are a win¬ 
dow company but they are a window 
company with a difference, family 
run, and seeing each job through to 
the end from start to finish. 

Director Steve Whitehouse is 
proud to boast that each order is 
project managed from the design 
and manufacture to the last steps of 
cleaning the windows once installed. 

Savings 

Recently they have invested a 
huge amount of money in the man¬ 
ufacturing side of the business. They 
now manufacture themselves, which 
means they cut out the middle man 
and are able to pass on these sav¬ 
ings direct to the client. 

Evawhite Windows offer an array 
of UPVC windows and doors ranging 
from windows, doors, porches and 
conservatories. As they are a fami¬ 
ly business there is no sharp-suited 
salesman knocking on your door, 
you deal directly with the owners, 
again passing on the savings direct 
to the customer. 

Quality is word closely linked to 
Evawhite Windows the company’s 
installers have earned themselves a 
reputation for installing quality and 



robust double-glazed windows. An 
additional service offered by Steve 
and his team, is the repair of misted 
units and smashed glass, so if re¬ 
placing the windows is not an option, 
then at least you will have peace of 
mind that the same experts are on 
hand to put your units back together 
again. 

The showroom is based at 1A 
Bloomfield Road, Tipton, DY4 9EU 
where you can see various styles of 
windows and conservatories. 

To book and appointment or to 
make an enquiry, please call 0121 
577 3894 or email the company on 
evawhiteglass@outlook.com 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Evawhite Windows Ltd 
Address: Unit 1A , Bloomfield Road 
Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 9EU 
Telephone: 0121 520 2828 
Email: evawhitewindows@outlook.com 

Glass manufacturing department: Unit 
7, Phoenix Trading Estate, High Street, 
Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 8HH 

Telephone: 0121 557 3894 
Email: evawhiteglass@outlook.com 


Old fire station to 
become nursery 


A FORMER fire station in 
Smethwick which has lain 
unused since the 1980s is 
set for a new lease of life - 
as a nursery. 

The old Cape Hill Brewery fire 
station in Barrett Street has been 
the subject of a £130,000 re¬ 
vamp by entrepreneur Zadvinder 
Padda and his family. 

The historic building has been re¬ 
named Station House in a nod to its 
former life and will be the home to the 
new Fireflies Nursery. 

Mr Padda, who also runs GNG 
Nursery in Smethwick, said: “The fire 
station has been out of use since the 
1980s and I saw an opportunity to do 
something with it. 

Potential 

“My family has been in Smethwick 
since the 1960s and this is a family 
enterprise. When I first walked into 
the building you could see work 
needed doing but there was massive 
potential. 

“I really wanted this building to be 
put to use for the benefit of the local 
area.” 

Mr Padda, 40, has worked closely 
with Sandwell Council in rejuvenating 
the historic building. 

He hopes to open in the next cou¬ 
ple of months and was inspired by 
the chance to renovate a landmark 
structure. 

Smethwick born and bred Mr 
Padda said. “I just thought the op¬ 
portunity was good to miss. It’s been 
hard work but I think when it’s fin¬ 
ished and open it will be one of the 
best nurseries in the area - like the 
fire station used to be one of the best 
around.” 



Manager Dovile Sunskyte, owner Zadvinder Padda and Vernon Fisher 

The new Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital due to open in Smethwick 
2017 is expected to transform the 
Cape Hill area. 

Mr Padda said opening a nursery 
is the first sign of that upcoming re¬ 
generation. 

The old fire station, which opened 
back in 1927, was once labelled ‘the 
finest private fire station in the coun- 
try'. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Fireflies Nursery 

Address: Station House, 11A Barrett 
Street, Smethwick, B66 4SE 

Telephone: 0121 565 2210 
Website:www.firefliesnursery.co.uk 
Email: info@firefliesnursery.co.uk 
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Lead by example to back charity 



Heritage has its head office in Smethwick, but operates from five sites 24 


WITH the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations over and the tree 
packed away, tragically it won’t just 
be the remnants of the festivities 
that get thrown out with the rubbish, 
but a large number of dogs as well. 

This month is traditionally a time when 
many would-be owners suddenly realise 
that the cute puppy they went out and 
bought actually needs to be looked after 
properly, in a loving home. 

This leads to the already extremely busy 
Birmingham Dogs’ Home being inundated with 
yet more four-legged friends to care for and 
find new homes. 

Thankfully there will always be loving and 
caring people in search of a much cherished 
new pet pooch - and they are encouraged to 
visit the charity’s centres and rescue a dog 
instead of going out and buying one from a 
breeder. 

Birmingham Dogs’ Home recently opened its 
show-piece, state-of-the-art Dog Rescue and 
Welfare Centre on Catherine de Barnes Lane, 
Solihull, not far from Birmingham Airport. 

These environmentally-friendly, custom-built 
premises replaced its former facility in Digbeth, 
following a massive fundraising campaign 
and provides the latest in animal welfare, from 
underfloor heating to glass-fronted kennels 
and first rate veterinary suites to an expansive 
community room for the charity’s outreach 
programme. 

Commercial manager Alayna Warner said: 
“We at Birmingham Dogs’ Home are primarily 
here to ensure that the abandoned dogs 
coming into our care are rescued from their 
plight, reunited with owners who may have lost 
them, or rehomed to families that will respect 
and nurture them. Our rehoming procedure is 
designed and operated principally to be both 
practical and fair. It takes into consideration the 
high number of dogs brought into our homes 
on a daily and weekly basis as well as our 
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Birmingham Dogs Home’s sign 
desire to find the best possible home for each 
individual dog in our care.” 

The public are free to walk around the site 
to view dogs at any time between Monday to 
Saturday, between 11am and 4.45pm. Not all 
dogs are available for rehoming. Some are 
stray dogs due to be claimed by their owners 
while others are under assessment by staff for 
either medical or behavioural concerns. 

Once you have spent time with one of the 
dogs and are satisfied that you would like 
to offer the dog a home, rehoming staff take 
you through the various stages required to 
complete the process. “Absolutely no pressure 
is placed on anyone to offer a dog a home,” 
said Alayna. “However, we do stress to anyone 
considering this option, that they must take 
as much time necessary before deciding to 
reserve a dog in our care.” 

Birmingham Dogs’ Home was founded 
in 1892 on land made available by the late 


Sir Alfred Gooch Bart in New Canal Street, 
Birmingham. Sadly this building, which over a 
century later still had ‘Birmingham Home for 
Lost and Starving Dogs’ proudly displayed 
above its doors, was destroyed in a fire during 
2014. 

In 1987, the Duchess of York officially opened 
the Bartholomew Street Home which, at that 
time, had been purpose-built to provide shelter 
and protection for over 120 abandoned strays. 
Over the years, however, it became obvious 
that it was necessary to provide updated and 
more appropriate accommodation which 
would also provide much-needed exercise 
areas in which to walk the dogs. 

While the Catherine-de-Barnes site houses 
the charity’s head office, its second Centre - 
Sunnyside - in Coven, Wolverhampton, is a 
modern, 21st century Home built in 2002. 

Sunnyside houses 100 strays in superb 
accommodation complete with veterinary 


consulting room and isolation unit for dogs 
requiring special, one-to-one care and 
treatment. 

The newest 12.45 acre site on Catherine de 
Barnes Lane, Solihull is in the Green Belt, so 
a very detailed environmentally considerate 
design had to be put together for it. It has 
128 large kennels with under floor heating, 
veterinary suite, education/community centre 
and superb staff facilities. Supporters looking 
to find their new companion can walk dogs in 
open countryside there. 

Birmingham Dogs’ Home is a charity which 
can only survive through the generosity and 
support of the general public and benefactors 
from the local community. 

As well as offering a rescue dog a new home 
there are other ways in which you can support 
this good cause. Fundraising is the lifeblood 
of Birmingham Dogs’ Home. Without it, it 
simply could not exist. With no Government 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: 

Birmingham Dogs Home 

Birmingham address: 

Catherine-de-Barnes Lane 
Catherine-de-Barnes 
Solihull B92 0DJ 
Telephone: 

0121 643 5211 

Wolverhampton address: 

Sunnyside Centre 
Sunnyside, Dark Lane 
Coven, Wolverhampton 
South Staffs WV10 7PN 
Telephone: 

01902 790618 

Website: 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

funding, the charity survives purely through the 
generous contributions of the general public, 
interested companies, groups, organisations 
and kind-hearted individuals who may or may 
not have received dogs from the centres and 
have remembered them in their Wills. 

Alayna said: “Legacies and other 
contributions are valued beyond compare 
and allow us to carry on providing care and 
protection for unwanted dogs. 

“Our highly trained kennel team does the 
rest with loving pastoral care prior to their four¬ 
legged charges leaving for pastures new.” 

The charity appeals for funds on a daily basis 
to help maintain its services of caring for the 
unwanted and sick dogs of Birmingham, West 
Midlands and South Staffordshire. Every single 
penny is valued and Birmingham Dogs’ Home 
is deeply indebted to supporters. 

For further information on how you can help, 
visit www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk. 





I NEED A HOME 


These S dogs are at Birmingham Dogs Home 

OlZl 643 SZXX 



* 


Luca 

Ref: 39533 



Benny 

let: 43854C 




These S dogs are at Sunnyside Kennels 

0190Z 790 63-8 









WANTED 


Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Please 01902 790618 
call 01216435211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 

Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. ( 


www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If you cannot ratio mo you can help us pith donation* or sponsorship 
Wolverhampton: Dark Lane Cross Green Coven Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 
Birmingham: Catherine-De-Barnes Lane, Catherine-De-Barnes, Solihull, B62 ODJ 


























































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 28, 2016 


32 CHRONICLE COLLECTIONS 


Providing the perfect garden 


ESTABLISHED in 2007, Rowan 
Tree & Garden Services covers all 
aspects of gardening work. Over 
the years the business has grown 
extensively and with high demand 
from existing customers the com¬ 
pany expanded in 2011, forming 
Rowan Property Maintenance. 

Rowan went on to become a full group of 
companies in 2012. Rowan Tree & Garden ser¬ 
vices offer extensive services and can therefore 
ensure that every aspect of your home or busi¬ 
ness is maintained to a high standard. 

The company undertakes all forms of tree 
surgery, including: 

Felling 

Crown reduction 
Crown thinning 
Crown lifting 
Pollarding 
Deadwood pruning 
Hedges and shrubs pruned 
Stump grinding 
Root removal 

Logs and woodchips for sale 

The company use up-to-date equipment and 
machinery to tackle any landscape jobs, from 
hedgerow planting to woodland clearance, the 
team of highly-skilled and CRB-checked trades¬ 
men can help. 

Rowan also offers tree stump removal. 
Stump grinding or root removal is a simple way 
to get rid of the problem, as it stops any chance 
of regrowth. 

All tree stump removal services are 100 per 
cent environmentally friendly. 

For many people gardens are a place of 
peace an tranquillity, that’s why Rowan Garden 
Services are dedicated to provide you with your 
perfect garden. 



Ready to help with any gardening job 


Whatever needs sorting Rowan carries out a vast range of different improvements 


Rowan believes that a picture paints a thou¬ 
sand words and that’s why its exceptional ser¬ 
vice and skilled landscape gardens can protect 
your property with a huge range of fencing 
types and panel designs, ensuring you find the 
right fit for your garden. 

Rowan also has many years of experience, 
providing first class service in installing turf 
Rowan will ensure that you’re left with a beauti¬ 
ful looking garden. 

Discuss 

The company also offers a wide range of 
property maintenance and is available to dis¬ 
cuss your requirements. 

So whether your property just needs a new 
lick of paint, your walls need re-plastering or 
your drive needs a little tender loving care, 
Rowan is on hand to help. 


Willing to go that extra 
mile, Rowan can ensure 
that every aspect of your 
home or business is main¬ 
tained to a high standard 

The company can help you transform your 
property and help make your house a real 
home. The photo gallery on theiwebsite speaks 
for itself. A selection of their services include: 

Roof repairs 
Fascias 
Soffits 
Guttering 


Windows 
Rendering 
Repointing 
Exterior painting 
Pressure washing 
Plastering 
General repairs 

Rowan Garden & Building Maintenance is 
an Age Concern and Local Authority Contrac¬ 
tor, with all staff CRB certified and NPTC quali¬ 
fied and is a member of the Tradewell Trading 
Standard Scheme. 

Rowan is always willing to go that extra mile 
for its clients, with a 24/7 emergency call-out 
service, it is always happy to help. 

Rowan also offers a no obligation quotation 
and aims to get back to you with your query as 
soon as possible. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: 

Rowan Group of Companies 
Telephone: 

01384 213 644 
07733 226 568 

Website: 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

Email: 

info@rowangroup.com 



TREE & GARDEN SERVICES - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 




• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Stump Grinding/Root Removal • Hedges 
Pruned/Shaped • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes • Fencing 
"Turfing "Concreting • Driveways & Patios • Plus Much More 


Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 


• Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating • All Aspects Of Plastering And Specialist Machine Rendering 
• Rendering • Fascias, Soffits & Guttering • Flooring And Tiling • Plus Much More.... 


Call now for a no obligation quotation 01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 
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Caring service for the community 


WHEN the sad time comes to make 
funeral arrangements, Trinity Funer¬ 
al Services Limited and Smethwick 
Asian Funerals offer an extremely 
professional and caring service to 
the Smethwick community. 

Both independent family funeral direc¬ 
tors believe the most important thing is to 
listen to their clients, making no assump¬ 
tions, being there to can y out the wishes 
of the family whether a simple or bespoke 
service be required. 

Trinity Funeral Services was launched in 2007 
and is based in the beautiful Grade II listed Holy 
Trinity Church in Church Hill Street, Smethwick, 
having first class facilities. 

A Trinity Funeral Services spokesman said: 
“Since its founding in 2007, the guiding prin¬ 
ciple of Trinity Funerals has been the commit¬ 
ment to treating each family who comes to 
them as their own. 

“With sincerity, pride, and dedication, we are 
committed to this time-honoured tradition. 

Committed 

“In the years which followed, our reputation 
for providing the highest quality of service grew, 
and today we are privileged to have served 
hundreds of families. 

“In recent years, we’ve gathered together a 
staff of passionate, committed and deeply car¬ 
ing individuals to assist us in continuing the fu¬ 
neral home’s mission of providing excellence in 
service to families in their time of need. 

“Whether you have an immediate need for 
our services, or you wish to begin pre-planning 
a funeral arrangement for you or someone you 
love, call us. 

“We will be proud to serve you. 

“Our staff have over 50 years of experience, 
gaining a reputation which we are deeply proud 
of. 

“We are known for going the extra mile to 
provide families with those personal touch¬ 
es which make each funeral unique and more 
meaningful.” 

Smethwick Asian Funerals is based in 
Smethwick High Street. 

It was formed in 2008 to offer the West Mid¬ 
land’s Asian community its first independent 
funeral company that is dedicated specifically 




_ 






First class facilities - whatever type of service you want 


Specialists - Smethwick Asian Funerals is based in the FUgh Street and was formed in 2008 


to serve their needs. Ashley Savell-Boss has 
over 25 years experience of funeral directing 
and has developed an extensive knowledge of 
the varied and differing requirements of Asia’s 
communities. 

Whether from an Indian, Vietnamese or Chi¬ 
nese background or from a Sikh, Buddhist, 
Hindu, Ravidassi, Namdhari, Radha Soami, 
Valmiki, Nirankari, Islamic, Ismaili, Christian or 
Confucian faith tradition, Smethwick Asian Fu¬ 
nerals is committed to carrying out the funeral 
rites according to each families exacting wish¬ 
es. 

Jasse Sandhu worked for more than 15 years 
in Handsworth and Smethwick arranging funer¬ 
als for the Asian community. 

Jasse has an unrivalled knowledge of the 
customs and practices of families from the 
many traditions. 

She is also able to conduct the funeral and 


Both independent family 
funeral directors believe 
the most important thing 
is to listen to their clients, 
making no assumptions 


assist families to ritually bathe their loved one. 
Jasse is fluent in Punjabi, Hindi and English. 

Smethwick Asian Funerals is able to arrange 
interpreting with prior notice. 

The company has staff with more than a 
combined 75 collective years of experience and 
operates seven days a week. 


A Smethwick Asian Funerals spokesman 
said: “Our unrivalled knowledge of all faith tra¬ 
ditions and their funeral rituals and customs 
puts us above the rest. 

“All families feel that backgrounds and cul¬ 
tures are both embraced and respected.” 

Both companies can arrange pre paid funeral 
plans, act as advisors, counsellors, advocates 
and organisers, prepare individualised orders 
of service booklets, floral tributes and catering. 

Friends 

They have private chapels, a Mercedes fleet 
in silver or white or horse drawn carriages in 
white or black. 

Both are proud to count many past clients 
now as friends, and are immersed in the com¬ 
munity, both as residents and the local funeral 
directors. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: 

Trinity Funeral Services 

Address: 

Church Hill, Smethwick, B67 7AH 
Telephone: 0121 558 3242 
Website: 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 

Business name: 

Smethwick Asian Funerals 

Address: 

High Street, Smethwick, B66 1DS 
Telephone: 0121 558 6117 
Website: 

www.smethwickasianfunerals.com 
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Michelle Hims of Care Wish, which provides supported living for those living independently 


Teresa McDonalds - Care Wish can provide round-the-clock care for help when ever you need it 


Independent living that 
gives you peace of mind 


FAMILY-RUN business, Care Wish, 
provides the highest quality care 
for you or that person who is im¬ 
portant to you. 

Providing care correctly is a specialist 
business and Care Wish is rated by the 
Care Quality Commission, the country’s 
regulatory body very highly indeed. 

Christine McManus, the company’s founder 
and managing director, told the Express and 
Star that Care Wish met and exceeded many 
of the national standards but most of all it un¬ 
derstood what people want from a profession¬ 
al care provider. 

Christine said: “It’s about dignity and re¬ 
spect and recognizing that no matter what 
your age or level of need you should always 
expect to be involved in your care decisions 
and allowed to maximize your independence 
wherever you can.” 

Focused 

Care Wish provides the widest range of 
community-based services that are focused 
on keeping people safe and in their own 
homes for as long as possible. 

They are specialists in home care and 
support people whose requirement can be 
everything from 24-hour care to just a pop-in. 

Christine added: “Care Wish is about the 
people we care for and we offer a truly per¬ 


son-centred service where those who use our 
service sit at the very centre of what we do.” 

“All of our staff are trained to provide care 
and support to people with a range of condi¬ 
tions. We support older people and those with 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia. 

“We support people with learning disabili¬ 
ties, mental ill health and physical and sensory 
impairment. 

Vulnerable 

“We can support anyone who due to ill 
health is vulnerable and needs some degree 
of assistance.” 

Care Wish services include a home care ser¬ 
vice, 24-hour live-in care, respite and night sits 
and supported living 

Michelle Hims, the registered manager and 
family member said: “We aim to include all 
community-based services. 

Supported 

“At Care Wish we fully support the idea that 
people live better and longer when they are in 
their own homes and close to the things and 
the people that mean something to them.” 

Care Wish recently opened their new sup¬ 
ported living house in Oldbury. Supported 
living extends care and support at home to 
people who, often due to their disability, would 
not otherwise be able to provide their own ac¬ 
commodation. 


‘Care Wish is about 
the people we care 
tor and we otter a 
truly person-centred 
service where those 
who use our service 
sit at the very centre of 
what we do.’ 


Michelle has also managed residential care 
homes and has a wide knowledge of the vari¬ 
ous client groups and added: “This is a natural 
extension to supporting people in their own 
homes. 

“We support people with a disability and 
who are vulnerable to live in small group house 
where they have the security of being a tenant, 
the safety of 24-hour care and support, the 
enjoyment of living with people they like and 
the chance to maximize their independence, 
choice and control.” 

Four steps to making a care wish - choos¬ 


ing to have care is a big decision, but the first 
choice has already been made and that is that 
people will have a better quality of life in their 
own homes than in an institutional setting. 

Care Wish understands fully that the deci¬ 
sion to invite a stranger into your home is a dif¬ 
ficult one so they have made it easier for you. 

Step 1: A Care Wish team member will ask 
you some questions about what you and your 
family will want to achieve. 

This is not always as easy as it seems but 
through years of experience they will be able 
to set out a plan that is about the individual 
and what they want and not about what Care 
Wish do. 

Step 2: A senior carer will meet with indi¬ 
viduals, refine the plan and have a look at the 
home. Some practical recommendations may 
be made based on knowledge and experience 
and all paperwork and technology will be ex¬ 
plained. 

The team is meticulous in ensuring that 
everything can be audited and checked. 

Step 3: Care Wish will select a carer that will 
suit you. 

Step 4: The carer will be introduced and on 
the initial visit they will be accompanied by the 
same senior who first visited so that proper in¬ 
troductions can be made. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 



Company name: 

Care Wish 


Address: 

136 Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath, 

B64 5LP 

Telephone: 

0121 421 3733 

Website: 

www. carewish .co.uk 

Email: 

info@carewish.co.uk 























01384 566 945 0121 421 3733 

www.carewish.co.uk 
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FRIDAY 29TH JANUARY 
SKA 2 NITE - 9PM - LATE 
£5.00 ENTRY 

FOLLOWED BY RESIDENT DJ 


SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY 

DJ DAM I IAN COLL & DJ BRIAN - 9PM - LATE 

£3.00 ENTRY 


SATURDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 


SKAFACE - 9PM - LATE £5.00 ENTRY 

PRIDE OF THE MIDLANDS 

FOLLOWED BY RESIDENT DJ 


SUNDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 
SWEET & SIMPLE VALENTINE’S SUPPER 
6PM - LATE 


SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 
BUSBY BABE’S 9PM - LATE £5.00 ENTRY 
FOLLOWED BY RESIDENT DJ 


EVERY FRIDAY - RESIDENTS DJ & GUESTS 
DJ VILLAGE - 9PM - LATE £3.00 ENTRY 


i AND LIKE US ON: C0FFEE LOUNGE & BAR 

38 BRIDGE STREET, WEDNESBURY 
TEL: 0121 502 2111 WEB: WWW.MJSBAR.CO.UK 


Call now to view 

03701 924250 


► Do you receive care and support services? 

► Do you want to be surrounded by people of a 
similar age? 

► Oakley Gardens can give you the on-site care 
and support when you need it, whilst maintaining 
your independence in your own home 


Oakley Gardens 

Dial Lane, Hill Top, West Bromwich. B70 OEH 


MJ’s is right on 
cue as a stop-off 



The bar which offers very comfortable and stylish surroundings for any kind of drink or refreshment 


MJ’S coffee lounge and bar 
was opened on the site of 
a former snooker hall in 
Wednesbury, in November 
2015, by the Mayor. 

The building has been trans¬ 
formed into a venue which offers 
people the chance to get a qual¬ 
ity cup of tea, coffee or alcoholic 
beverage in very comfortable sur¬ 
roundings throughout the day or 
night. 

From Monday, 1st February, cus¬ 
tomers will be able to enjoy an all day 
breakfast from 7am, or our lunchtime 
menu throughout the day. We also offer 
gelato ice cream which goes down a 


BUSINESS 

PROFILE 

Business: MJ’s 
Address: 38 Bridge Street, 
Wednesbury, 

Telephone: 0121 502 2111 
Website: www.mjsbar.co.uk 
Email: info@mjsbar.co.uk 
treat with our delicious waffles, so pop 
in and treat your friends and family. 
Each sitting booth offers a USB port 
and free wifi facilities. 

Michael Straker is the proud own¬ 
er of MJ’s and is still expanding, with 
plans to open the upstairs in March 
this year, to offer live bands, tributes 


and comedy nights. Our courtyard will 
have outdoor catering facilities, barbe¬ 
cue with jerk pan, and a bouncy castle 
for the children on certain weekends. 

The front of our premises completely 
opens up so that we can open up the 
bar in the summer, or we are fully air 
conditioned! Our toilets have Dyson 
hand blades, hair dryers and straight- 
eners. 

We have on the front limited car park¬ 
ing, however free parking is offered 
after 6pm at Stafford Street or Albert 
Street which is a five minute walk away. 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the local Wednesbury com¬ 
munity for making us so welcome and 
look forward to seeing you all soon. 


Safe way to keep 
your independence 



Friendly care staff take time to keep the residents happy 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Oakley Gardens 

Address: Dial Lane, 

Hill Top, West Bromwich, 

B70 OEH 


A LEADING national pro¬ 
vider of retirement housing 
and care services for older 
people, Oakley Gardens, 
run by Housing & Care 21, 
provides perfect apart¬ 
ments for people over 55. 

Offering tailored care and support 
services provided by on-site profes¬ 
sional care staff, Oakley Gardens 
holds 81 apartments, consisting of 
30 with two bedrooms and 51 with 
one bedroom; conveniently situated 
close to shops, community centre 
and a doctors surgery. 

Access 

Oakley Gardens allows you to 
keep your independence. All the 
properties are purpose built with ful¬ 
ly-fitted kitchens and features such 
as lift access and wider door frames 
throughout the homes, enabling 
easy access for wheelchair users. 

The rooms also include features 
to support those with dementia, with 
different coloured floors meaning 
residents can differentiate between 
levels. 

Pull cord alarms are in all rooms 
in the apartments, giving the extra 
reassurance and access to help and 
support whenever needed. Support 
is never far away at Oakley Gardens, 
the team of on-site, professional care 
staff are available 24/7 and there is 
an assisted bathroom accessible to 
all residents. There is also a court 
manager service on-site from 9am to 
5pm, Monday to Friday. 

The properties are set around 
well-maintained landscaped gardens 
and even have communal facilities 
available. Everything you need is on¬ 


site and the warm and friendly com¬ 
munal area includes a restaurant and 
hair salon which are both open to the 
general public. 

Oakley Gardens Extra Care 
scheme welcome and promote com¬ 
munity engagement. There are even 
private communal facilities such as 
a lounge, laundry room and private 
parking and a door entry system with 
intercom. To find out if you are eligi¬ 
ble for an apartment call 0370 192 
4250 


Telephone: 0370 192 4250 
0370 192 4249 

Website: www.housingandcare21.co.uk 
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Beautiful views of the grounds at Grafton Manor Grafton Manor Hotel, in Bromsgrove, is set in a stunning location 


Perfect place for any occasion 


The NEWLY-REFURBISHED Grafton 
Manor Hotel is the perfect place to 
gather at for any occasion. 

The dedicated and friendly team at the 
family-run business want you to know that 
Grafton Manor has plenty to offer you and 
they can’t wait to welcome you to the man¬ 
or, where the ground floor main reception 
rooms have been refurbished. 

Refurbishment work began on Decem¬ 
ber 29 and with the official re-launch pen¬ 
cilled in for the beginning of February at 
the stunning Elizabethan manor house. 
From the moment you walk in you will be 
welcomed into the relaxed atmosphere 
and beautiful interior, complete with a 
grand piano in the hallway. 


The fantastic revamped restaurant, due 
to welcome its new menu shortly, will hold 
an array of delicious meals and snacks. 

Whether you are planning a celebra¬ 
tion meal with your family or simply want 
to meet a friend for a drink and catch up 
there will be a dish to suit you. From shar¬ 
ing platters to bar snacks, there is guar¬ 
anteed to be something delicious to tickle 
your taste buds and withh a new wine list 
and bar, you will be able to select the per¬ 
fect drink to go with your meal. 

Grafton Manor is also a great place to 
head for your Sunday dinner. The skilled 
kitchen staff will serve you up a delicious, 
traditional Sunday roast complete with 
all the trimmings. Not only will Sunday 


The experienced team 
at Grafton Manor will 
work with you to help 
you create your perfect 
function, whatever it is 


roast dinners be on offer, Grafton Manor 
also serves afternoon tea; complete with 
a glass of bubbly. It’s the perfect place to 
celebrate a special occasion, or simply 
just treat yourself or someone special. 

If you need somewhere to throw a party, 
Grafton Manor is ideal. The Great Parlour 
upstairs, is perfect for private functions. 


Catering for up to 60 people, you will have 
your own bar and seating area. 

Alternatively, you can gather in The Li¬ 
brary for a drink before heading out to the 
large marquee in the gardens. Grafton 
Manor’s versatility means it is ideal for 
birthdays, anniversaries, weddings and 
much more. And the experienced team 
will help you create your perfect function. 

With 10 stunning bedrooms, you can 
make the most out of your time at Grafton 
Manor. Rooms operate from Monday 
through to Sunday and are perfect for 
yourself or your guests. Whether you are 
there for a weekend break or a family wed¬ 
ding, the team at Grafton Manor will pro¬ 
vide everything you need. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: 

Grafton Manor Hotel 
Address: 

Grafton Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 7HA 

Telephone: 

01527 579007 

Website: 

http://www.graftonmanorhotel.co.uk 




3 COURSE 
SET MENU 

INCLUDING A BOTTLE OF 
HOUSE WINE 


GRAFTON MANOR HOTEL 

SINCE 1567 


GRAFTON MANOR HOTEL 

Grafton Lane, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 7HA • 01527 579 007 • office@graftonmanorhotel.co.uk 


UNDERGONE A STUNNING REFURBISHMENT 

NOW TAKING 
BOOKINGS FOR 
VALENTINES DAY 


T 7 . V 
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Spic# LomPf, 

VALENTINE S SPECIAL £16.95PP 


BOOK 

NOW 



t: i 


32 GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON, WEST MIDLANDS DY4 7EW /-A I I J |\ 

SUN'THU 5.30PM - MIDNIGHT, FRTSAT 5.30PM - 1.00AM # 1 ■“ V -^ 1 X 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (INCLUDING BANK HOLIDAYS) CONTEMPORARY ASIAN CUSINE 


aTo 


Valentine's Day Special 

14th February 


JfCA O^j 

I iBAlt t Restaurant 
Takeawatj 


BOOK IN ADVANCE 

3 sittings available 
5.00pm - 7.00pm 
7.30pm - 9.00pm 
9.00pm - late 


Poppadom & Chutney 
Any Starter 

Any Main & Rice/Chips or 
Naan Bread off the menu 

£13.95pp 


Please bring your own alcoholic drinks 


Rose for 
every 
lady 


CANDLELIT 
table 
p OR TWo 


takeaway 

service 

mailable 


TEL: (0121) 552 1151 / 544 0629 

15 LANGLEY HIGH STREET, OLDBURY, WEST MIDLANDS. B69 4SN | 

■* lanvK^mlSBa, Fu, %^H£ desW 



VALENTINE ! DAY 

SPECIAL SET MENU 

O EEJURSE MEAL 
including chocolates 
and a rose 


18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

Open 7 days a week: 

6pm - 12pm 


Tel: 0121 505 3080 
/ 505 4250 

www.lamprestaurant.co.uk 




BShow your loved one how special they] 
aretoyo u this Valentines Day. Book your j 
Etableearly to avoid clisappointment] 



fjf Valentine’s Day I 
jk Carvery W 
^£5.99 Call Now f 



Next to Britannia Park, 
18 RowleyVillage, 
Rowley Regis B65 9AT 
Tel: 0121 559 3415 


Valentine’s Day Set Menu 


W7hT 

/< 7 /;<a n: 


P' 3 Courses + 
a Glass of Prosecco 

£25.95*1 


157 Hagley Road, Oldswinford, 
Stourbridge DY8 2JJ 

01384 396290 


www.theretreatatoldswinford. co. uk 
























Below is a brief introduction to some 
of the advertisers on the page... 

H&Co 

H&Co opened their new store in Wednesbury in 
October 2015. Helena Beardmore is a Toni & Guy 
trained stylist, who went into teaching before opening 
the salon. Stephanie Garmston is a Francesco trained 
stylist, who ran a successful mobile hairdressing 
business & is now based in the salon. They are 
continually updating their skills, including Stephanie 
being fully qualified in CND Shellac nails. 

Cakeland 

Cakeland of Great Bridge is a well established family 
Cake Making business, with over 30 years experience, 
specialising in designing and making Wedding Cakes, 
Vintage Wedding Cakes, Birthday Cakes, Christening 
Cakes, Anniversary Cakes and Bespoke Cakes for 
all Occasions. They are celebrating 30 years since 
opening this year. 

The Hive 

Leanne has recently opened The Hive in Tipton, 
becoming one of the Black Country’s most 
recommended florists. Specialising in Wedding and 
Sympathy work The Hive is now in demand for its 
wonderful floral designs and tributes. 

Perfect Days, Perfect Nights 

Perfect days, Perfect Nights, are a bridal wear 
specialist also offering everything from prom dresses 
to lingerie. 

They have now started to cater for the curvier 
brides stocking up to size 30 +. They make finding 
the perfect dress on your perfect day an exciting yet 
comfortable experience. 

KSB Beers 

If you’re looking for a 5 star, fully licensed mobile bar 
hire service then KSB Beers has it. They have a wide 
range of portable bars to hire for any occasion. Their 
mobile bar hire services are available for each and 
every event. They tailor make each bar hire service 
for you, no quibbles. 






Available for 
Weddings 
Birthdays 
House Parties 
Corporate 
Sanf social function 


We supply 

• Mobile Bars 

• Cooling Systems 

• All Type of Draughi 
Bitters & Milds 

• All type of Spirits and Mixers 

• Cocktails 

Contact us for any further information 

Tel: 07932 327 478 

Email: info@ksb-beers.co.uk 

www.ksb-beers.co.uk 

[] /KSBBeers 



^ @KSBBERS 


tAe EPewfeot EPil <m. 



>cAll alterations including 
Wedding & Prom Dresses 
Specialist Dry Cleaning 
on Wedding Dresses 
Bespoke Dresses made to 
measure 
^Accessories 

Established in Sandwell 
over 3 years 

£x 30 years experience in 
fashion and textiles 


CALL ABI 0121 293 1819 

Email: pins-n-needles@outlook.com 

172 Londonderry Lane B67 7EN 



178 Soho Road. 
I latidsworth. 
Hirrtiitiglianv, 
B21 91P 
0121 551 3700 


1 00 Soho Road 
1 luiulswoith. 
Birmingham. 
H21 9 DP 
0121 551 0799 


sales@pauljewellers.co.uk 

www.pauljewellers.co.uk 
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The ffl let \ Experience, for Curvier Brides 


ferfed 

Weddings 

Proms 

From size 6 to 30+ 



t 

fcrfect txjhU 

Lingerie & More 


Perfect Days, Perfect Nights Tel: 0121 439 8826 
17 Long Lane Industrial Estate, Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.perfectdays.weddings.co.ukwww.lingerieofdesire.co.uk 


4 




to-oJc- 



We are committed to providing a top quality service and only use the finest ingredients 





| 

*if| 



We also specialise in birthday, christening and other special occasion cakes 


24b Market Place, Great Bridge, 
Tipton, West Midlands DY4 7EL 


0121 557 3885 

enquiries@cakelandgb.co.uk 1 D I 




IX 

Couture Floristry and Event Design 


We design your wedding 
flowers with you 


I I 


One to one approach to help 
design flowers as unique as you 
and your wedding 




Consultations can take place at 
your home, venue or the studio 

We also hire centrepieces such as 
vintage jars, milk bottles, suitcases 
and vintage hampers to achieve 
that dream look for your big day 


COME AND SEE OUR NEW STUDIO 


FLORAL DESIGNS 

Unit 9 Dudley Port Business Centre, 
Dudley Port DY4 7RQ (Opposite Pure Gym) 

07817 733 361 

www.thehivefloristry.co.uk 


The First Wealth is Health 



PtAftct Perfect 

H&CO 

• ALL ASPECTS OF 
HAIRDRESSING 

• SPECIALISE 
IN HAIR 
EXTENTIONS 

• BRIDAL HAIR 

• BARBER 

• BOTOX & FILLERS 
Helena Beardmore & 
Stephanie Garmston 

Family run business with over 24 years experience 
trained at Toni and Guy 



50 Lower High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7AL 

0121 5057355 


are at the heart of what we do at Jessica David 
hr service & attention to detail sits second to none 



(Taking your day perfect is our sole aim 

NEW STOCK 
ARRIVING DAILY 



SENSIBLE 

NUTRITIONAL 

ADVICE 


07596 039883 


Give us a call or come and see us at 5 Heath Lane, Stourbridge DY81RF, H I 
Please call to book your appointment 01384 440311 www.jessicadavidgowns@outlook.cc 


Established 1954 

Let us surprise 

„ , ^ someone 

W you Love! 

Local and National 
Delivery Service 

TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

100 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 

Tel: 0121-556 0531 

Most major credit cards accepted 
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CHRONICLE COLLECTIONS 


Driven to provide friendly service 


HERITAGE Cars thrive on providing 
five star service to their customers. 

The business comprises six companies, 
some of which have been providing trans¬ 
port services to Birmingham and Sandwell 
areas for 30 years. 

Re-launched recently, Heritage Cars 
are now the largest Licensed Private Hire 
company in Sandwell. 

Operating businesses A2Z Cars, Bear¬ 
wood and Blue Sky Cars, Streetline Red- 
line Cars, Crystal Cars, Cars 24/7, Langley 
Cars and Queenshead Local Cars, their 
fleet includes MPVs, estates, saloons and 
hatchbacks. 

The company has five sites based in 
Oldbury, Bearwood, Smethwick, West 
Bromwich and Edgbaston, operating 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. 

Heritage Cars are known for their relia¬ 
ble and friendly service, their aim is to pro¬ 
vide a high standard of service whether 
you are a new or existing customer. 

Heritage Cars has recently invested in a 
top-class technology system. 

Their brand new customer-friendly app 
allows you to pre-book your journey, view 
your vehicle on a live map and contains 
an operation system which tracks your car 
right to your pick up point. 

The app will soon welcome a driver 
identification section, where a photo of 
your driver will appear so you know ex¬ 
actly who will be providing you with your 
transport. 

It also offers a text back and call back 
service on request when booking your 
journey, so you can stay in the warmth 
whilst waiting for your driver. Travelling 



An app allows customers to track their car 


Heritage has its head office in Smethwick, but operates from five sites 24 hours a day, every day of year 



with Heritage Cars could not be easier. 
The fares are circulated on mileage so 
your payment won’t be affected by traffic. 

Heritage Cars want you to have the best 
experience, that’s why their app will also 
let you rate your journey. 

Heritage Cars offer a range of services 
to their customers and clients. Need col¬ 
lecting from Birmingham Airport? Give 
Heritage Cars a call whilst waiting for your 
baggage and they will be waiting for you 
by the time you walk through arrivals. 


Heritage Cars are now 
the largest car hire 
company in Sandwell 


Better yet, if you pre-book your car 
and provide your flight and phone num¬ 
ber, your driver will track your flight and 
head to collect you. They also carry out 
tour events to Central London, Stratford 


upon Avon, central Birmingham, Warwick 
Castle, horse races, football games, rugby 
and anywhere your interest may want you 
to go. 

All Heritage Cars’ drivers are NVQ Level 
2 trained. They also serve large account 
companies including West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion FC, Next, Odeon, ArcelorMittal and 
many more. 

To book your journey with Heritage Cars 
now visit www.heritagecarsgroup.com or 
call 0121 555 5151. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business: Heritage Cars 

Address: 378 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, 
B66 4ET 

Telephone: 0121 555 5151 
Website: www.heritagecarsgroup.com 
Email: info@heritagecarsgroup.com 


YOUR LARGE LOCAL TAXI FIRM NOW HAS AN APP 

An easier way to 
book your taxi 


TO DOWNLOAD 
OUR APR SEARCH 
HERITAGE CARS’ 


NOW 


£ 3.00 


Excludes journeys to and from city centre 


Minimum fare 



Fare displayed 
on all Pda's 

Charges on mileage only 
as normal 

(unless the driver is asked to wait) 


VIEW YOUR VEHICLE LOCATION ON A LIVE MAP 

PRE-BOOK FOR PICK-UPS 
OR IMMEDIATE PICK-UPS 

PAID BY CARD OR CASH 

FAST, EFFICIENT & RELIABLE 

Download NOW! 


DOWNLOAD OUR 

IAPP 




www.heritagecarsgroup.com 


• Store I F 


Wheelchair accessible jy| 


THE HERITAGE CARS GROUP 

A2Z Cars 0121 525 8383 Bearwood Cars 0121 420 1122 
Blue Sky Cars 0121 558 3131 Cars 24/7 0121 555 7888 
Crystal Cars 0121 525 8000 Langley Cars 0121 552 9199 
Redline 0121 541 2233 Streetline 0121 552 4000 
Oueenshead & Local Cars 0121 429 5050 


You can also book by 
calling 0121 555 5151 


Like us on Facebook 


All major credit and debit cards accepted. I 


VISA [ 3 m i m i 


£3 


HERITAGE 

CARS GROUP 






























Key tips when house hunting 



Buying a home- particularly your first - is likely 
to be the biggest purchase you will ever make, 
so ensuring you ask the right questions when 
viewing a property is essential. 

The National Assocation of Estate Agents - 
the NAEA - can help. It is the UK’s leading 
professional body for estate agency personnel, 
being part of a group representing 13,000 
members who practice across all aspects of 
property services both in the UK and overseas. 
And the NAEA has five key tips to remember 
when viewing a property: 

Spend some time thinking about what it is 
you want from your new home. What kind of 
property will suit your lifestyle? What location 
is most desirable and affordable? Do you want 
a garden? How many bedrooms do you need? 
Do you want a new or old property? Taking the 
time to identify what is important to you will 
save you time in your property search. 
Preparation is key. Be ready with a list of 
questions you want to ask the vendor and the 
estate agent. For example asking how long 
the house has been on the market may give 
you a clue to any potential problems with the 
property. You might also need to ask; what 
fixtures and fitting will be left? What are the 
neighbours like? Why the vendor is moving? 
What are the parking arrangements? How 
much does the property cost to run? In order to 
keep each property you view clear in your mind 
it is best to take notes along the way. 

Be as observant. Look for any potential 
problems and costs such as dysfunctional 
guttering, cracks in the interior and exterior 
walls or brown stains on the ceiling that may 


indicate a leaky roof for example. 

Try to visualise yourself living there. Ignore 
the decor as much as you can and try to 
think about whether your furniture will fit into 
the house and how it will look with your style 
applied to it. View the property in daylight and 
be sure to check out the area at other times of 
the day: a quiet road might be manic during 
rush hour and a desirable neighbourhood may 
look different at night. 

Be polite but don’t feel uncomfortable looking 
around a house, it is a big investment to make, 
so it pays to be a little nosey. 

Getting the home of your dreams may seem 


difficult, but the process can be simplified by 
carrying out careful research of the market. 
The very first thing any modern house hunter 
should do is to log onto the internet where a 
wealth of information about the local housing 
market can be found. You should look at the 
property in local newspapers where you are 
interested in living. This will give you a good 
idea of house prices in the area. 

Next, take a drive around the areas you are 
considering. Look at the types of properties 
that are around there. Take a note of what 
facilities are nearby and how close any train 
or bus routes are. Work out how long your 


commute might be. Go for a walk around any 
areas which you like and look out for any ‘For 
Sale’ signs, and which estate agents they 
belong to. 

After that, visit the nearest town and have 
a good look in the estate agents’ windows. 

Take your time to work out a full picture of the 
market in the area. When you have a mortgage 
in principle in place, it is then the time to pay a 
visit or make a phone call to the agent who you 
think has the strongest presence in the market 
for the type of home you are looking for. 

Arm yourself with any questions which you 
cannot answer yourself. Tell the estate agent 
your guide price range, but be flexible - you 
can look at houses above your budget in a 
slowing market, as there may be opportunity 
for negotiation. 

Keep in mind the prime principle of property 
buying: location, location, location. Many argue 
that a smaller property in a better location will 
hold its value better and have a stronger resale 
value, than a larger home in a less desirable 
area. 

Once you have a clear understanding of the 
market and what it can offer, you will be in a 
better position to act quickly when your estate 
agent shows you the right property. You will 
also be able to better express to the estate 
agent exactly what you are looking for, which 
will save time all round. 

Remember, choosing a member of the NAEA 
offers higher standards, protection and a 
complaints procedure for you. You can search 
for NAEA members at http://www.naea.co.uk/ 
find-agent/ 


Brave the 
winter chill 
to find a 
great deal 

Traditionally house buying peaks in the 
spring but increasingly savvy movers 
are realising the potential advantages to 
buying or selling a property in the winter 
months. 

But be cautious: whilst there are good 
deals to be had it is also important to 
consider possible pitfalls, as mistakes 
could be expensive as well as delaying 
your move. 

Remember when arranging viewings, that 
days are shorter so you will need to visit 
during the day or at the weekend in order 
to properly view a house. Winter reveals 
the true condition of the property as the 
exterior is bare, enabling you to check 
the fagade for cracks and damp. Inspect 
the guttering for blockages it might be a 
good idea to ask to see the loft, so you 
can ensure there are no roof holes or 
leakages. 

There are fewer houses for sale in the 
winter but also fewer buyers which 
means less competition for both parties. 
How many times did you fall in love with 
a property during the summer months 
only to have it snatched away by another 
buyer? If you are selling, have you found 
that you have lost buyers who have been 
tempted by other properties? 

Winter sellers tend to need to move 
so may be willing to accept a deal to 
enable a quicker exchange. The winter 
market can often bring a greater sense of 
commitment from both sides to complete 
the sale, as people tend to make life 
changing decisions in the New Year. Use 
this to your advantage. Also, you may 
find better mortgage deals as lenders try 
and attract off-peak customers. Winter 
moving generally runs more smoothly 
as lenders and estate agents have fewer 
customers to process so are able to 
dedicate more time to you. 


1 

Ehgwodd 

Vlidlands’ Leading Auctioneers 

Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 


He's sold 



Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your 
property and you will be SOLD ON: 

Professional accredited local agent service 

Free valuation 

Local area knowledge 

Adverts in local newspapers, online and 

office window display 

Registered house hunters 

Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than 
the estate agents in these pages for the best local 
advice available. 


MNA Media 



Final Deadline 
For Entries 

3rd February 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 
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Five-bed detached - no 
chain involved in its sale 



A FANTASTIC five-bedroomed de¬ 
tached house in Westmore Way, 
Wednesbury is an ideal family home 
that is for sale through Goodchilds at 
£220,000 with no chain. 

An attractive white painted property, it has 
ample off road parking by way of a double width 
tarmac driveway flanked by lawn and a garage. 
Its accommodation briefly comprises an entrance 
hallway, a lounge/diner with a brick chimney 
breast, a games room with French doors to the 
rear, a downstairs WC, a kitchen with contem¬ 
porary light wood-effect units and contrasting 
black marble-effect working surfaces, black 
splash-back tiling and floor tiling and a built-in 
breakfast bar and a door opening out to the rear 
garden, a dining room, five bedrooms, two en- 
suites, a family bathroom, double glazing and 
gas central heating. Contact Goodchilds on 0121 
5067670 or visit www.goodchilds-uk.com 



_ 





Stunning home with 
reduced asking price 

REDUCED by £5,000 this stunning de¬ 
tached house in Marnham Road, West Bro¬ 
mwich is the perfect family home. 

It is for sale through Love Your Postcode 
at £369,950. 

Off the entrance hallway are three spa¬ 
cious reception rooms and a further one 
currently used as a nursery although per¬ 
fect for use as an office. 

It has a large, stylish kitchen and utility 
room. 

On the second level are four prodigious 
bedrooms completed by an en-suite and 
a family bathroom with a modern white 
suite including a bath and a shower enclo¬ 
sure. Contact Love Your Postcode on 0121 
5259090. 




Estate Agents 
Residential Lettings 


OLDBURY 

0121 552 1171 

www.pauljacksons.co.uk 
e-mail: enquiries@pauljacksons.co.uk 


Buckingham Road, Rowley Regis 



Beautifully presented, 
both internally 
and externally, this 
detached Bungalow 
is not one to be 
missed! Situated in 
a convenient and 
popular location on 
Buckingham Drive 
in Rowley Regis and 
briefly comprising: 
Two Bedrooms, 
Lounge with patio 
doors leading to 
the rear. Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Garage 
and Driveway. EPC: 
D 


Offers over £155,000 


Borough Crescent, Oldbury 



SOLD SUBJECT TO CONTRACT! 

CALL US FOR A FREE VALUATION 
NOW, WE URGENTLY REQUIRE MORE 
PROPERTIES IN THIS AREA! 

COMPETITIVE FEES 


Temple Way, Tividale 



LET AGREED!! 

LANDLORDS! WE REQUIRE MORE 
PROPERTIES IN THIS AREA 
COMPETITIVE FEES 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Ashtree Road, Tividale 



£145,000 


Paul Jacksons are 
pleased to present 
this delightful and 
spacious Semi- 
Detached TWO 
bed-roomed 
Bungalow 
maintained to 
a high standard 
throughout and 
being situated 
in a convenient 
and sought after 
location of Tividale, 
Oldbury. Viewing is 
highly recommend 



ATTENTION INVESTORS!! We offer 
FOR SALE a well maintained first 
floor studio flat having: Large living 
space,single garage, fitted kitchen 
and fitted bathroom. EPC: F 


GREAT LOCATION! This three bed- 
roomed terraced property benefits 
from an excellent location close 
to local shops, transport links and 
schools. Having through lounge, 
kitchen, bathroom, spacious 
driveway and front and rear gardens. 
EPC: TBC 


Ascot Close, Oldbury 



We are pleased 
to present this 
well-proportioned 
semi-detached 
property located 
on Ascot Close, 
Oldbury. Offering 
THREE bedrooms. 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, and front 
and rear gardens. 
IDEAL FAMILY 
HOME! EPC: TBC 


£124,950 


Silverthorne Avenue, Tipton 

A deceptively 
spacious TWO bed- 
roomed bungalow 
located on 
Silverthorne Avenue, 
Tipton. Having 
lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom, two 
bedrooms, garage 
and driveway PLUS 
rear garden. EPC: D 
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A charming mid-terrace 
includes period features 

THIS charming traditional two-bedroomed 
mid-terrace property in Rawlings Road, 

Bearwood is well presented and comes with 
period features. 

It is for sale through Robert Oulsnam at 
£134,950 with no chain. 

It is also just 0.2 miles from Smethwick 
Swimming Centre. It has two reception 
rooms with a bay window to the front and a 
feature fireplace and patio door to the rear, 
two double bedrooms, an extended kitchen 
and first floor bathroom. For further infor¬ 
mation contact Robert Oulsnam on 0121 
4299986 or visit www.oulsnam.net 




EBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



(§) TheMarket cc 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


faramoM* 


Bertrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 
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Connells 


Shinglers Drive 

£ 150,000 



A four bedroom semi detached family home on the popular Hamlet Place 
Development set in a cul-de-sac location this property benefits from, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, master bedroom with en-suite, separate WC, integral garage, off 
roa^aitoig^entraHTeatin^n^oubl^lazin^a^gecified^P^^tin^^^ 

Brookside 


£ 85,000 



An ideal opportunity to purchase this first floor two bedroom apartment 
having double glazing, electric heating, lounge, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom and allocated parking. EPC Rating D. 


Prospect Row 

£ 129,950 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this well presented and much 
improved three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of, 
double glazing and central heating (as specified) entrance hallway, lounge, 
fittec^itchen^lownstaii^/VC^ireHloojdDathroom^nclosech^ai^jarclei^ 


Goldby Drive 

£ 135,000 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this well presented modern style three 
bedroom three storey town house briefly comprising of, open plan lounge with 
fitted kitchen area, ground floor shower room, en-suite to master bedroom, family 
bathroom^nclose^eai^aiden^arag^n^fRoa^aif<in^^P^atin^^^^ 

Churchfields Road 


£ 120,000 



Offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN viewing highly recommended on 
this three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of two 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, first floor bathroom with separate WC, 
ancMnv^va^orovidinc^fMjoac^Darkinc^P^^atinc^^^^^^^^^ 


connells.co.uk 

WEDNESBURY 


Jonah Drive 


£ 149,999 


Pine Avenue 


£ 72,500 




Viewing is advised to appreciate this beautifully presented three bedroom 
town house, comprising of modern L-shaped kitchen diner, lounge, 
downstairs wc, bathroom, master bedroom with en-suite, enclosed rear 
garden^fMjoac^Darkinc^ncU|aracje^loubl^jlazinc^nc^entranTeatin^ 


■Mill! 


Viewing is highly recommended to appreciate this deceptively spacious and 
modernised one bedroom maisonette benefiting from an extended lease and 
enclosed rear garden. Accommodation comprises storm porch, lounge with 
lo^umeijjefitte^<itchej^^athraom^fRoa^ai1<in^re^^entraHTeatin^ 



THE OLD 

IN WITH 
THE SOLD 

BOOK YOUR FREE 
MARKET APPRAISAL TODAY' 




Thanks to all the team at the 
Wednesbury Office. They 
promised they would sell 
our house after receiving 
bad service from another 
estate agent and they were 
true to their word. 

From Mrs W. 


Connells Estate Agents are 
second to none. They were 
very professional and friendly 
through the selling process. 

I would recommend them 
to anyone looking to 
sell their home. 

From Mrs L. 


Crew Road 


£ 125,000 


Star Close 


£114950 



A three bedroom mid-terrace property briefly comprising of, double 
glazing & central heating, entrance hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen, 
conservatory, first floor family bathroom, enclosed rear garden, 
dnvewa^crovinc^fR|oac^ 3 ait<inc^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



An ideal first time purchase or buy to let. This well presented modern mid 
terrace property benefits from a cul-de-sac location and a double driveway 
to the front. Property comprises of two bedrooms, lounge with conservatory, 
kitchen^athroomj^aj^a^sn^oubl^lazin^n^entraHTeatin^^^^^^ 


Brunswick Park Road 

£ 125,000 



*•<' 




Having undergone extensive improvements viewing is essential to appreciate this 
traditional style three bedroom mid terrace property enjoying views overlooking 
Brunswick Park and briefly comprising of two reception rooms, contemporary 
~tylere-fitted kitchen, re-fittedjroundtioor bathroom. EPC RatingTBA 


st^ 


^atinc^ 


Scott Avenue 


£ 165,000 




Early inspection advised to appreciate this beautifully presented traditional style 
three bedroom semi detached property in a cul-de-sac location comprising 
dining room, lounge, conservatory, fitted kitchen, first floor family bathroom, 
enclose^^ai^ardei^n^nv^wa^rovidin^fUoa^aitdn^^P^atin^^^ 

Knowles Street 

£ 180,000 


EARLY INSPECTION ADVISED to appreciate this well presented three 
bedroom detached property briefly comprising of open plan lounge with 
dining area, fitted kitchen, en-suite to master bedroom, first floor family 
battTroom^nclosechjeai^|arclen^|aray^nc^fnjoac^3aif<inc^P^Ratinc^^ 

Addison Terrace 

£ 175,000 



Situated in a convenient location close to town centre VIEWING ESSENTIAL to 
appreciate this well presented four bedroom detached briefly comprising of lounge, 
dining area, conservatory, extended fitted kitchen, en-suite to master bedroom, 
fimMjoojTamil^athroom^nclose^ai^ajdei^n^arag^P^atin^re^^^ 

Keir Road 

£ 90,000 



A three bedroom end terrace property benefiting from NO UPWARD 
CHAIN and briefly comprising of double glazing and central heating 
(as specified), lounge, fitted kitchen, CONSERVATORY, ground floor 
we^oon^nc^nclosecReaijjjarclej^EP^^atinc^B^^^^^^^^^ 


0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springfield, Wednesbury,wWest Midlands WS10 9AD 


The Property 
Ombudsman 
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Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


Roebuck Lane 

West Bromwich £145,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property in need of modernisation and briefly comprising of 
an entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen, downstairs WC. The property also benefits 
from an upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing (where specified), off road 
gah<inc[jeai^aray^n^ron^n^eai^arden^N^PWAR^HAIN^P^AnN^2^^ 


Oak Close 

Tipton £47,000 



A beautifully presented and well maintained 1 bedroom first floor flat 
offering open plan lounge and modern kitchen, shower room with 
separate WC, double glazing, economy 7 heating, communal parking. 
•NO^UPWARDCHAINJ^EPCrating^D^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Vowles Road 

West Bromwich £250,000 



A well presented 4 bed mid terrace property briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, downstairs WC, lounge, kitchen/diner, upstairs family bathroom, 
en-suite to the master bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing (where 
sgecified^fTjoa^aifdng^aray^^arden^^h^ron^jeai^P^AnN^^ 


Ida Road 

West Bromwich £145,000 



A THREE BEDROOM end terraced property comprising porch, entrance hall, TWO 
RECEPTION ROOMS and a kitchen. The property also benefits from an upstairs 
family bathroom, central heating and double glazing (where specified), OFF ROAD 
^RKINGjea^jarcjer^ncheamjtbuildinc^N^^PWAR^CHAIN^P^AnN^^ 


Margaret Street 

West Bromwich £ 100,000 



A two bedroom mid terraced property comprising: TWO RECEPTION 
ROOMS, kitchen, downstairs bathroom. The property also benefits 
from gas central heating and double glazing (where specified), garden 
to the front and rear. •NO UPWARD CHAIN* EPC RATING D 


Hawkins Street 

West Bromwich £138,000 



A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached property, briefly comprising of 
an entrance hallway, lounge and kitchen. The property also benefits from an 
upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing, (where specified), off 
roa^addng^aray^^eai^jardei^^UPWAR^HAI^^P^AnN^^^ 



Have a free market appraisal 
of your home and you 
might be amazed at how 
much it’s worth! 


Westmorland Road 

West Bromwich £124,995 



A spacious THREE BEDROOM semi detached house comprising: 
entrance hall, TWO RECEPTION ROOMS, kitchen, three bedrooms 
and bathroom to the first floor, OFF ROAD PARKING, rear garden, gas 
centraHieatinc^ncMoubl^|lazincQwher^|Decified^P^^ARN^^^ 


Kelverley Grove 

West Bromwich £129,950 



Not many houses come up for sale in this area, let alone ones at this price with this much 
potential! In need of some modernisation, this 3 bed semi detached property features 1 
reception room, kitchen/diner, upstairs family bathroom, shared driveway giving access 
t^^etache^arage^locl^ave^ran^ardei^n^ave^eai^arder^P^AnN^^ 

Witton Lane 


West Bromwich £ 100,000 



A 3 bedroom end terrace property located in the Hill Top area of 
West Bromwich and offering double glazing, central heating (where 
specified), lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom, large rear 


Navigation Lane 

West Bromwich £133,000 



A very well presented 2 bedroom mid terrace property briefly comprising of a 
porch, lounge & kitchen. The property also benefits from an upstairs bathroom, 
gas central heating & double glazing (where specified), off road parking & a 
rea^arder^NTERNA^IEWIN^HIGH^ECOMMENDE^PCRATfNG^ 


Hal I am Street 

West Bromwich £85,000 



A well presented two bedroom second floor flat, comprising: lounge, 
kitchen, TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, a recently re-fitted bathroom, electric 
central heating system & double glazing (where specified), allocated 
|oaii<incyj|arac|^^ommunak[arclen^^^UPWAR^HAI^^P^ARN^^ 



2*101 HIMES ^ 

mn § j? 

zr> 

SALES b l£TTf*lS 


ALL 

UNDER 

ONE 

ROOF 


CALL TCOAY AND LET US ICLP 


Brunei Drive 

Tipton £99,950 



• •• NO UPWARD CHAIN ••• A modern 2 bedroom mid terrace 
property in a Cul de Sac location, offering spacious lounge, modern 
fitted kitchen, guest WC, family bathroom, double glazing, central 
heatinc^whej^gecified^fRoac^caifdnc^P^^AnN^^^^^^^^ 

Junction Road 


Handsworth £90,000 



A 3 bedroom mid terrace property in need of some cosmetic improvement and 
briefly comprising of an entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen and 
downstairs bathroom, the property also benefits from gas central heating and double 
glazin^wher^gecified^an^TayaHen^^h^ran^n^eaj^P^ATfN^^^^ 


Allerton Lane 

West Bromwich £135,000 



Australia Park 

West Bromwich £POA 



• PHASE 2 AUSTRALIA PARK - COMING SOON 

• A SELECTION OF BUNGALOWS & HOUSES (photo depicts phase 1) 

• PHASE 1 COMPLETELY SOLD OUT! 

• DON’T MISS OUT - CALL CONNELLS TODAY!! 


Bridle Grove 

West Bromwich £239,950 



A 3 bedroom detached property, entrance hallway, downstairs 
cloakroom, lounge, kitchen, utility, upstairs family bathroom, master 
bedroom with en suite, central heating, double glazing (where specified) 
fron^n^eaj^ardens^fh^a^addn^n^jarag^^P^^ARN^^^^ 


Creed Way 

West Bromwich £ 100,000 



A well presented and modern apartment which briefly comprises of: entrance 
hallway, open plan lounge/kitchen,two double bedrooms with master room 
having ensuite, family bathroom and further benefiting from having its own 
cajjoort^entraHTeatinc^nckloubl^|lazinc^wher^|3ecified^P(^AnN^^ 


Dartmouth Street 

West Bromwich £95,000 



A 3 bedroom mid terrace property in need of modernisation and briefly 
comprising of an entrance hallway, two reception rooms, lobby, cellar and 
kitchen. The property also benefits from gas central heating, part double glazing 
anckjarden^c^h^ron^nch^aj^N^PVVAR^HAIN^P^AnN^^^^ 


0121 525 1177 westbromwich@connells.co.uk 

3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8NS 


The Property 
Ombudsman 
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Connells 


connells.co.uk 


BEARWOOD 


Central Park Drive 
Hockley 


Gaiety House 
Regent Street 



A mid townhouse having gas central heating and double glazing where 
specified and comprising: entrance hall, cloakroom, kitchen/diner, two 
reception rooms, four bedrooms, family bathroom, en-suite, gardens 

Barratt Street 
Smethwick 



This modern two bedroom apartment, is situated in a convenient location 
with great transport links to the city centre and other nearby destinations, 
within walking distance of most local amenities and is located within a 
secur^gartmenRsuildincy/vitl^n^llocatec^sariunc^gac^^^^^^^^ 

Barclay Road 
Bearwood 



Capethorn Road 
Smethwick 



A mid terraced property with gas central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
downstairs family bathroom, three bedrooms and gardens to rear. 

Abbey Road 
Smethwick 



A traditional bay fronted three bedroom extended semi detached property ideally 
situated within close proximity to Warley Woods, having gas central heating and double 
glazing, comprising: entrance hall, lounge, dining room, rear lobby, kitchen, bathroom, 
ugstaij^n^econ^athroon^arage^aildn^n^aiden^^ron^n^eai^^^^ 

Old Chapel Road 
Smethwick 




Viewing is essential in order to appreciate this stunning fully 
refurbished 5 bedroom house. Situated on an extremely sort after road 
overlooking the Warley Woods. The house boasts 3 en-suites, a state 
oHh^j^<itcher^nc^xtensiv^|arclej^| 3 ac^^th^ 2 ai^^^^^^^^ 

City Road 
Edgaston 



Connells are pleased to offer this spacious detached property currently 
used as two separate homes, comprising four reception rooms, 
kitchen x 2, cloakroom, six bedrooms, shower room x 2, bathroom, 
doubl^[lazec^ncU^entrall^Teatech«her^|oecifiecl^m|ol^oah<jnc^^ 

Statham Drive 
Edgbaston 



A detached family home with gas central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: porch, hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, utility, cloakroom/conservatory, four bedrooms, bathroom, 

cjamcjejoahdncuarden^^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Willow Gardens 
Birmingham 



An end townhouse with development opportunity with gas central 
heating and double glazing where specified and comprising: entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, cloakroom, three bedrooms, 
bathroom^|aracje^fhjoac^3aH<inc[jarclen^^ron^nchjeaj^EPC^^ 


Ashley Road 
Smethwick 



A new build three bedroom family home on a new development, offering mod 
cons and being situated in a convenient location, the property comprises of 
downstairs toilet, living room and dining area, en-suite to master bedroom. 
Ajs^ffem^fhjoa^ai^arkin^/iewin^Tighl^ecommende^^P^^^^^ 


Barclay Road 
Smethwick 



This spacious newly built detached house is a perfect family home overlooking 
the Warley Woods. It entails 2 en-suites, 4 large double bedrooms and a walk in 
wardrobe. The property is built to the highest specification including a fully fitted 
kitchej^vitl^lhh^ntegrate^ggliance^n^^arg^icturesgu^aidei^^lweai^ 

South Road 
Hockley 



Recently refurbished mid terraced property having gas central heating 
and double glazing where specified and comprising: lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, downstairs family bathroom, three bedrooms, upstairs 
WC^f^oac^oad<inc^ncU|arden^mjeaj^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Musgrave Road 
Winson Green 



Bearwood Road 


Smethwick 



A WELL PRESENTED AND WELL MAINTAINED three bedroom maisonette 
situated on the Bearwood Road offered for sale with no upward chain and 
representing the ideal investment or first time buy, the accommodation comprises: 
entranc^nallJoungeJdtchenJhre^ireHjooj^edroom^n^athroon^^^^^^ 


Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick 



A semi detached property with gas central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: entrance porch, entrance lobby, 
through lounge, kitchen/breakfast, cloakroom, three bedrooms, 
bathroomjoari<jnc^nc^|arclen^^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Gillott Road 


Edgbaston 



A semi detached property situated in a POPULAR LOCATION, 
having gas central heating and double glazing where specified and 
comprising: seven self contained studio flats and one self contained 
or^bedroomhaLAmDEAUNVESTMENTOPPORTUNI^^^^^ 

Gillott Road 
Edgbaston 



A modernised, fully refurbished, deceptively spacious detached family 
home, having gas central heating and double glazing where specified and 
comprising: entrance hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, sun room, wet 
roomAhre^ 3 edroomsjDathroomjDari<inc^nchea!^|ardej^^P^^atinc£ 


Preston Road 

Winson Green £85,000 



A two bedroom mid terrace property comprising of a through lounge 
and being located in an ideal and popular residential location, upstairs 
bathroom. Ideal for first time buyers and investors 


Arden Road 
Smethwick 



A TRADITIONAL three bedroom mid terraced with two reception 
rooms, kitchen, downstairs bathroom, first floor w.c and rear garden. 
Double glazing and central heating where specified. CLOSE TO 
LOCAL SHOPS AND RAIL LINKS 


0121 420 3611 bearwood@connells.co.uk 

122 Poplar Road, Bearwood ,West Midlands B66 4AP 

























































Connells 


connells.co.uk 


OLDBURY 


St Matthews Road 

Oldbury £ 99,950 



EPC RATING C - An EXTENDED semi detached home in need of SOME 
MODERNISATION but with spacious accommodation comprising entrance 
hall, through lounge diner, extended breakfast kitchen, downstairs w.c, three 
bedroom^n^weOwrTU^ire^looj^fh^a^adcn^n^^sj^jjdej^^^ 


Birch Road 

Oldbury £ 119,950 



EPC RATING D - A well presented mid terraced briefly comprising 
entrance porch, two reception rooms, kitchen, three bedrooms and 
family bathroom. This property comes with NO UPWARD CHAIN 


Regent Drive 

Tividale £ 142,950 



EPC RATING D - A TRADITIONAL semi detached home situated 
towards the top of this POPULAR cul-de-sac on an EXCELLENT sized 
plot, good sized rear garden and off road parking. 


Brades Rise 

Tividale £ 174,750 



EPC RATING AWAITED - •• SPECIAL OFFER •• The Didsbury 3 
Bed semi detached. FREE Flooring, Appliances and Stamp Duty Paid 
subject to a reservation and completion deadline. Call us on 0121 
5522671 TODAY for more details. DO NOT MISS OUT! 


Enfield Road 

Rowley Regis £ 109,950 



EPC RATING C - A terraced home situated in this CONVENIENT 
location with EXCELLENT access to local amenities and transport 
links. 


Freda Rise 

Tividale £ 119,950 



EPC RATING E - A TRADITIONAL semi detached home in need of some 
SYMPATHETIC updating and comprises entrance hall, two reception room, kitchen, 
breakfast room, three bedrooms and family shower room to first floor, garage to rear 
an^ron^n^eayarden^^oubl^lazin^n^entranTeatin^her^gecifie^^^ 

Pavior Drive 

Oldbury £ 155,000 



George Wood Avenue 

Oldbury £ 197,500 



EPC RATING B - An IMMACULATELY presented and RECENTLY 
constructed detached home situated in a POPULAR CUL-DE-SAC 
location with excellent access to all local amenities. 


Jarvis Crescent 

Oldbury £110,000 



EPC RATING D - A semi detached home situated towards the top of 
this CUL-DE-SAC with excellent access to local amenities and road 
networks. ••THE PROPERTY DOES REQUIRE SOME INTERNAL 
REFURBISHMENT** 



Pool Lane 

Oldbury £ 159,950 



EPC RATING E - A well presented TRADITIONAL semi detached property comprising block 
paved driveway, ‘L’ shaped lounge/diner, breakfast kitchen, downstairs w.c, conservatory, 
three bedrooms and family bathroom to first floor. ••VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
TO APPRECIATE THE STANDARD OF ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER** 


Ashes Road 

Oldbury £ 230,000 



EPC RATING D - Connells are delighted to present for sale this RARE 
OPPORTUNITY to acquire this detached bungalow situated on an 
EXCELLENT SIZED PLOT in a good location with access to local road 
network^n^oca^menitie^ncludin^oo^rimai^n^econdar^chool^ 


Bloxcidge Street 

Oldbury £ 260,000 



EPC RATING E - A very well presented FIVE bedroom semi detached 
property with two reception rooms, downstairs w.c, utility rooms, two 
bathrooms, garage, off road parking and rear garden. 


Regent Road 

Tividale £ 140,000 



EPC RATING E - Connells are pleased to offer for sale this well 
presented and much improved semi detached home situated in 
this POPULAR residential location with excellent access to all local 
amenitie^ncludinc^|ooc^3rimar^nc^econdar^chool^^^^^^ 


Walford Street 



Tividale £ 124,950 


EPC RATING D - A well presented two bed end terraced property, one 
reception room, downstairs w.c, upstairs bathroom and rear garden. 

• •VIEWING ADVISED** 


Aston Road 

Tividale £ 114,950 



EPC RATING D - We are pleased to offer for sale this IMMACULATELY 
presented two bed semi detached home, situated in this POPULAR 
location with excellent access to all local amenities and local road 
network. 


Primrose Bank 

Oldbury £ 130,000 



EPC RATING D - Connells are pleased to announce the opportunity to purchase 
a three bedroom family home in a quiet cul de sac in a popular location offering 
a driveway to front and large size garden to the rear. The property is in need of 
som^modemisatioj^uHTa^xtensiv^otentiaH^^^reaHamil^Tom^^^ 


Hillbank 

Tividale £ 164,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A detached family home situated towards 
the head of this CUL-DE-SAC. IDEALLY LOCATED for local amenities 
including good primary and secondary schools. 


Wakeman Drive 


Tividale £ 250,000 



EPC RATING C - An EXCELLENT opportunity to acquire this well 
presented MODERN DETACHED property in CUL-DE-SAC location. 

• •VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO APPRECIATE THE SIZE 
AND STANDARD OF ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER** 


Worcester Road 


Oldbury £ 115,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - An end terraced property requiring SOME 
REFURBISHMENT comprising two reception rooms, kitchen, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, off road parking and rear garden. ••NO 
UPWARD CHAIN** 


0121 552 2671 oldbury@connells.co.uk 

70/76 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4EB 


The Property 
Ombudsman 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 

Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 

oulsnam 


0121 4299986 







Katherine Road, Bearwood 


> Attractive, Extended Terrace 
» Two Double Bedrooms 
» Open Plan Living Space 

> Contemporary Kitchen 

> Ground Floor WC 

> EP Rating D 
Offers in the region of £169,950 



Harborne Road, Oldbury 


► Well Presented Bungalow 

* No Upward Chain 

► Two Bedrooms 

► Modern Kitchen & Bathroom 

► Delightful Garden 

* EP Rating G 

Offers in the region of £170,000 



. Well Presented Terrace 
. Ideal 1st Buy or Investment 
. Two Double Bedrooms 


Shireland Road, Smethwick 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Re-fitted Kitchen (2015) 

• EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £104,950 



Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury 


. Well Presented Detached Family Home 

> Three Reception Rooms 

> Spacious Dining Kitchen 


• Five Double Bedrooms 

• Conservatory 

• EP Rating E 


Offers in the region of £339,950 


Stirling Court, Edgbaston Cardinal Close, Edgbaston 



Stony Lane, Smethwick 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ideal First Purchase 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £129,950 





» First Floor Maisonette 
» Two Bedrooms 
» Spacious Lounge 

> Modern Style Kitchen 

> Parking Space 
» EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £99,950 



Herbert Road, Bearwood 


* Traditional Mid Terrace 

* Three Bedrooms 

> Through Lounge 

* Breakfast Kitchen 

* Period Features 

> EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £214,950 



Apsley Road, Oldbury 


23rd Feb at 12 Noon • Three Bedrooms 

Semi Detached Property • Two Reception Rooms 

Requires Modernisation • EP Rating F 

Guide Price £75,000 - £85,000 


Hickory Drive, Edgbaston St Marys Road Bearwood 


Beautiful 2nd Fir Apt 
One Bedroom 
Modern Kitchen 
EP Rating G 

Offers in the region of £94,950 


R»9tjUtfHcl Ry 



. Excellent 1 st Fir Apt 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Allocated Parking 
. EP Rating B 

Offers in the region of £114,950 


RICS 


Ombudsman 

ISIAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 
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PROPERTY 

^— 


1930s detached house 

with original features 



A 1930s detached house with 
lots of character and origi¬ 
nal features in Dudley Road, 
Sedgley, comes with a large 
rear garden and a self-con¬ 
tained games room. 

It is for sale through Trinity Prop¬ 
erty at £275,000. 

The accommodation comprises of 
entrance hall, three reception rooms 
including a lounge with a feature fire¬ 
place, large modern fitted kitchen, a 
storage cupboard, WC and garage, a 
first floor with five bedrooms, en suite 
and a large family bathroom. 

Contact Trinity Property (01384) 
213395 or at www.trinityproperty.net 




Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CNAITIRID lUIIVBYOItS 



Tuesday 23rd February 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your 

' No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


www.kierliving.co.uk 


mmUsabk 

limited offer 


r 



Take advantage at our 

Open Weekend 

Sat 6th & Sun 7th February 2016 

Amazing cash bundles* when you reserve one of 
our superb homes at Park View, West Bromwich. 

£1,000 on a 2 bed, £1,500 on a 3 bed and 
£2,000 on a 4 bedroom hornet 

Prices from only £106,396** through Help to Buy 

(full purchase price £132,995). 

Hurry - don't miss out. 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
call: 0845 652 2471 t 
email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 

*Cash bundles available on selected plots reserved before 29th February 2016. Not available on apartments. You will receive a cheque after legal 
completion. Terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions, t Calls cost 2p per minute plus your 
phone company's access charge. 


Park View 

Off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


f200® 


CAS** 


(skier 
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Lettings by 


B0121 532 2700 

Q. www.lettingsbyapex.co.uk 
0 info@lettingsbyapex.co.uk 



Byron Street 


pacious 3 bedroom property, 
arge lounge with dining space, 
first floor bathroom, central 
leated and double glazed, off 
'oad parking. 


Walter Steet 


2 bedroom property, spacious 
'eception, kitchen with dining 
space, corner bath. 2 good size 
bedrooms. 

located near West Bromwich town 
center. 


£125,000 offers 


£95,000 


GREAT BRIDGE WEST BROMWICH 


I Free Refrencing 
I Free Regular Inspections 
I Free Legal cover 
I Unlimited Advertising 


Great Bridge WEST BROMWICH 





Empty shop or business for let, 

Ret @ £650 per month, selling 
business due to retirement, please 
call for more information. 

Owner willing to rent the shop 
totally empty if required. 


Brickhouse Lane 

one bedroom 1 st floor apartment 
with a water view, spacious open 
plan kitchen, with bedroom and 
bathroom with shower, underfloor 
heating, double glazed windows, 
ivailable unfurnished, communal 
parking. 

£450 


Hazelbeach 


Two bedroom property compris- 
ng of reception room, spacious 
kitchen and dining space, central 
heated and double glazed. Availa¬ 
ble part furnished. 


£499 


7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EU 1, A 4 A 4 CQO OTHH 
email: enquiry.support@apexproperties.co.uk l a v Ifa I vOfa LI UU 


PROPERTY 


First steps on property 
ladder at Harvills Grange 


LOOKING to buy your first 
home? Visit Lovell Homes’ 
Harvills Grange development 
in West Bromwich and find 
out about an amazing offer 
on a brand-new two-bed¬ 
room home which is ready 
for you to move in now! 

For a limited time only, Lovell 
is offering to pay stamp duty 
and provide £500 towards legal 
fees on this beautifully-designed 
home (Plot 55): the last available 
two-bedroom property on the first 
phase of development at Harvills 
Grange. 

Furthermore, this desirable semi-de¬ 
tached home - Lovell’s Garston house 
style - is also available through the 
Help to Buy: Equity Loan* scheme 
which allows buyers to move in with 
a deposit of just five per cent and a 75 
per cent mortgage. 

Priced at £130,000 (£104,000 after 
a Help to Buy: Equity Loan), and with 
dedicated parking, it offers the ideal 
opportunity for a buyer seeking to 
take their first step on to the property 
ladder in a location with excellent road 
and public transport links. 

“Homes have sold very quickly at 
Harvills Grange thanks to a stylish 
selection of quality properties offer¬ 
ing something for every purchaser, 
from first-time buyers and couples to 
families and downsizers,” says Lovell 
Homes field sales manager Michelle 
Barnsley. “This is a great opportunity 
to snap up the last available home 
from our first phase of development as 
well as take advantage of our stamp 
duty paid and legal fees help offer 
which will significantly assist with the 
costs of moving in. 



The Harvills Grange development in West Bromwich 


“This property is the ideal first-time 
buy and would work brilliantly either 
for a couple or someone single, offering 
plenty of well-designed living space, 
complemented by high-specification 
fixtures and fittings.” 

The Garston’s ground floor features 
a spacious living / dining room, per¬ 
fect for socialising and entertaining, 
with French doors leading to the gar¬ 
den. The modern kitchen is equipped 
with a Bosch gas hob and oven while 
the cloakroom, hall and useful storage 
complete the ground-floor layout. 

Upstairs are two good-sized bed¬ 
rooms and the family bathroom. 
Harvills Grange’s two, three and 
four-bedroom homes are in a plum 
location for commuters. The develop¬ 
ment is less than a mile from the A41 
Black Country New Road which gives 


direct access to the M5 and M6. The 
West Bromwich Central tram stop on 
the Midlands Metro Line, provides 
frequent services in both directions 
between Birmingham and Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

West Bromwich itself has a reputa¬ 
tion as a top shopping destination with 
the landmark New Square shopping 
and leisure complex offering a huge 
choice of stores as well as restaurants 
and an Odeon cinema. 

The Harvills Grange sales and mar¬ 
keting suite on Dial Lane, West Bro¬ 
mwich B70 0EQ is open on Monday 
from 11am to 5pm and on Thursday to 
Sunday from 10am to 5pm. 

For more information, please con¬ 
tact the Lovell sales team on 0121 222 
8044, visit lovellnewhomes.co.uk, or 
download the Lovell Homes app. 



Oldbury 
0121 552 6171 



26 Wellesley Road, OLDBURY. 

Mid-Terraced House, 2 Bedrooms, 

2 Reception Rooms.£550 pern - Deposit £750 

26 Avery Myers Close, OLDBURY 
Mid-Terraced Town House, 2 Bedrooms, 

1 Reception Room.£575 pem - Deposit £850 

45 Taylor Way, Tividale, OLDBURY 
Detached House, 3 Bedrooms, 

2 Reception Rooms.£775 pem - Deposit £1,000 

75 Manor Road, SMETHWICK 
Mid-terraced house, 3 Bedrooms, 

1 Reception Room. £575 pem - Deposit £850 

APPLICATION FEES £150 for the 1st Applicant, £100 for any additional applicant, 
£30 for Guarantor (all fees are inclusive of VAT) NO OTHER FEES ARE PAYABLE 


tomgiles.net 




































































































ADVERTISING FEATURE 


WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY? 


Make the move to a home of 
your own in West Bromwich 


Tired of renting but not sure if you 
can afford to buy? Find out about 
a fantastic two-bedroom home 
available at Lovell Homes’ Harvills 
Grange development in West 
Bromwich which would make an 
ideal first-time buy - at a price you 
can afford. 

Available to move in now, and 
priced at £130,000 (£104,000 after a 
Help to Buy: Equity Loan*) it’s the 
perfect property for a buyer seeking 
to take their first step on to the 
housing ladder in a location with 
excellent road and public transport 
links for travel across the Midlands. 

Based on a buyer securing 
a Halifax two-year fixed rate 
mortgage with a repayment term of 
25 years and a 25 per cent deposit, 
this attractive home could be yours 
for £433.48 a month - or £100.03 a 
week.** 

The property, Lovell’s popular 
Garston house style, is also available 
through the Help to Buy: Equity 


Loan scheme which allows buyers 
to move in with a deposit of just five 
per cent and 75 per cent mortgage. 
Lovell is a proud supporter of the 
Help to Buy: Equity Loan which 
enables purchasers to secure a 20 per 



The Garston, Harvills Grange 


cent equity loan (which is interest- 
free for the first five years) from the 
Government. 

“Many renters aren’t aware 
that with a Help to Buy: Equity 
Loan they could afford to become 
homeowners,” says Lovell Homes 
field sales manager Michelle 
Barnsley. “This stylish and functional 
two-bedroom home, which comes 
with dedicated parking, is the last 
property available on our first phase 
of development at Harvills Grange. 
Anyone looking for a brand-new 
home ideally located for travelling 
across the region and with access to 
all that West Bromwich has to offer 
should come and talk to our friendly 
sales team. We’ve got plenty of 
experience in assisting people to buy 
using a Help to Buy: Equity Loan, so 
just give us a call on 0121 514 6811.” 

The focus of the Garston’s ground- 
floor layout is a large living / dining 
room which makes a great place 
for entertaining and relaxing with 



Harvills Grange showhome interior 


family and friends, with French 
doors leading on to the garden. 
The attractive kitchen features 
Bosch gas hob and oven while the 
cloakroom, hall and storage space 
make up the rest of the ground-floor 
accommodation. On the first floor 
are two decent-sized bedrooms and 
the family bathroom. 

In a location which will definitely 
appeal to Midlands commuters, 
Harvills Grange is less than a mile 
from the A41 Black Country New 
Road which gives direct access to 
the M5 and M6. West Bromwich 
itself also has excellent shopping 


and leisure facilities with the town 
centre having benefited from a 
major regeneration in recent years: 
attractions include the New Square 
shopping and leisure complex as well 
as an extensive choice of restaurants 
and cafes and an Odeon cinema. 

The Harvills Grange sales and 
marketing suite on Dial Lane, West 
Bromwich B70 0EQ is open on 
Monday from 11am to 5pm and on 
Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 
5pm. For more information, please 
contact the Lovell sales team on 0121 
514 6811, visit lovellnewhomes.co.uk, 
or download the Lovell Homes app. 




Plot 55, The Garston, is a beautiful 2 bedroom home at the popular Harvills Grange development. 
This stylish home is fully carpeted and ready to move in to, and for a limited time we’ll even pay your 
stamp duty and £500 towards your legal fees! Don’t miss out - Visit us to find out more. 



^ Marketing suite and showhome open Thursday to Sunday 10am - 5pm, Monday 11am - 5pm. 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 0EQ 

Tel: 0121 514 6811 


@lovell_uk /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


Help to Buy: Equity Loan *Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity 
loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected 
properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT 
SECURED ON IT. Stamp Duty Paid, Legal fees contribution and Help to Buy available subject to terms and conditions. Please ask for further details. **Weekly equivalent based on a Halifax 2-year fixed rate mortgage 
with a repayment term of 25 years and a 25% deposit, for plot 55 (£130,000 purchase price). Figures stated are for a repayment mortgage, and are only intended as a guide Information correct at time of going to print. 

















We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

□ 1902 686868 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1922 478104 

□ 1902 353578 

□ 1902 732324 

□ 1902 631151 

□ 121 530 4240 

□ 1902 788188 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 121 520 2255 













TIPTON WILLIAM BARROWS WAY 

• Modern Four Bed Detached Family Flome 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Study 


• Kitchen 

• Utility Room 

• En-Suite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 






TIPTON SCOTT STREET 


We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 01384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

wednesfield@skitts. net 01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 
lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


OFFERS AROUND: £129,950 


i hjo o r • 

TIPTON HORSELEY ROAD 

• Semi Detached Bungalow 

• One Bedroom 

• Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Vacant Possession 


NEW YEAR... 

ARE YOU FEELING TRAPPED 
WITH YOUR AGENT? 

Have you paid them money upfront and 
feel like nothing proactive is being done 
to help you sell? 


SWITCH TO SKITTS 

and we will pay you back on any 
upfront costs you have paid. 

NO SALE NO FEE 
NO UPFRONT COSTS 


OFFERS AROUND: £214,995 


TIPTON JONAH DRIVE 

• Beautifully presented and improved apartment ] 

• 2 bedrooms, master fitted 

• Large, airy living room / dining area 

• Kitchen with appliances 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Ideally located adjacent to Great Bridge 

• Perfect location for motorway network / 
amenities 

• Excellent first purchase or investment property 


□ FFERS AROUND: £119.950 




OFFERS AROUND: £114,950 


OLDBURY NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD 


• Three Bed Semi Detached Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner 

• Outside WC 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Off Street Parking For Two Vehicles 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Gas Central Heating S. Double Glazing 

• Freehold 


OFFERS AROUND: £129,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £94,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £89,950 


• Family Bathroom 

• Double Glazing & Storage Pleating 

• Communal Gardens 

• Allocated Parking 


OFFERS AROUND: £89,950 


TIPTON FARLEY STREET 


• Two Bed Semi Detached House 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Upstairs Family Shower Room 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Front S. Rear Gardens 

• Off Road Parking 

• No Upward Chain 

• Freehold 


• Gated Off Road Parking 

• Rear Yard S. Stores 

• Kitchen With Appliances 

• Disabled Bathroom 


• Modern Two Bed Ground Floor Apartment 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Two Good Sized Bedrooms 


• Ensuite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

• Communal Gardens 

• Allocated Parking Space 


• Modern First Floor Two Bed Apartment 

• Stylish Integrated Kitchen 

• Spacious Lounge 

• Ensuite To Master 


• Family Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Off Road Parking, Carport & Garage 

• Double Glazing S. Central Heating 


OFFERS AROUND: £137,950 


TIPTON OAKLEY AVENUE 


• Three Bed Semi Detached Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner 

• Upstairs Family Shower Room 

• Off Road Parking 

• Car Port Behind Gated Access 

• Garage To Rear 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Central Heating & Double Glazing 




TIPTON HENLOW CLOSE 

• Two Bed Semi Detached Bungalow 

• Lounge & Dining Area 

• Modern Integrated Kitchen 

• Two Good Sized Bedrooms 


55 ^ 

UjUBf 


TIPTON DAVID PEACOCK CLOSE 

• Modern Three Bed Semi Detached Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Dining Area 

• Integrated Kitchen 

• En-Suite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

• Side & Rear Gardens 

• Off Street Parking & Garage 

• Gas Central Heating S. Double Glazing 




L . 

All ■ 


WEST BROMWICH nelson street 

• Two Bed Semi Detached Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Upstairs Shower Room 

• Garage To Side 

• Off Street Parking For Two Vehicles 

• Large Rear Garden 

• Storage Heating & Double Glazing 


OFFERS AROUND: £144,950 
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Tiumberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



NEW 


UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW - MUCH IMPROVED - REDECORATED with NEW KITCHEN and 
NEW CARPET in lounge. Semi-det home, Lounge/Diner, kitchen, utility area. 3 bedrooms & 
bathroom. Low maintenance gardens front & rear. Majority UPVC DBG, GCH. NO DSS, NO PETS, 
NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: E - Subject to non refundable admin fee of £100 per tenant 


£675 PCM 


Traditional family home with UPVC CONSERVATORY to rear & DRIVEWAY to front. 2 good size 
reception rooms, kitchen & side utility area. 3 bedrooms with FITTED wardrobes & bathroom with 
WHITE SUITE. GARAGE to rear - extensive garden with PRIVATE aspect. GCH & majority UPVC DG. 
EPC rating: C 


£185,000 


EXTENDED family home with NO UPWARD CHAIN in sought after cul-de-sac. Having 2 reception 
rooms & REFITTED 11ft kitchen. Rear lobby leading to a/s WC & a GARAGE. 3 bedrooms & 
REFITTED shower room on 1st floor. DRIVEWAY to front & extensive private garden to rear. EPC 
rating: E 


£179,950 





WELL PRESENTED home with DRIVEWAY to front & CONSERVATORY to rear. 12ft lounge with 
feature fireplace. 12ft kitchen & D/S WC. 3 GOOD SIZE bedrooms & family bathroom. LARGE 
rear garden with WESTERLY aspect. GCH & majority UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: TBC 



SUPERBLY PRESENTED, traditional style terrace, POPULAR LOCATION, with Lounge & Open Plan 
Kitchen/dining room. TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS & LUXURY BATHROOM. Landscaped low mainte¬ 
nance rear garden with sunny aspect. GCH & alarm. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating D. 



BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 



WELL PRESENTED family home with OFF ROAD PARKING in a popular area handy for WARLEY 
WOODS. Lounge, 16ft kitchen diner, rear verandah, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, pleasant garden. 
GCH & UPVC DG fitted. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC RATING: TBC 


£125,000 



Deceptively spacious 2 DOUBLE bed modern apartment. Having double glazing and approached 
via Communal Entrance. OPEN PLAN lounge/kitchen. PARKING SPACE. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC 
rating B. 


BEARWOOD 


£80,000 


humberstones 



For sales or lettings call the experts today 
and get your FREE, no obligation market appraisal! 


For Sale. 


Strictly NO SALE - NO FEE 

All inclusive, competitive fees. 

No hidden costs. 

A friendly hands-on approach dedicated 
to selling your home. 

FREE advertising on major websites. Buyers 
can download details 24 hours a day. 

FREE unlimited, regular full-colour 
newspaper advertising. 

Full colour sales particulars with quality 
digital photos and floor plans. 

A comprehensive database of active 
buyers looking in your neighbourhood. 

A realistic price for your home. 

Efficient and 

pro-active 

customer 


humberstones 


To Let... 


We understand that your property is 
an investment and you need to get the 
most from it with as little pain and stress 
as possible. Our comprehensive tailor 
made service covers all aspects of 
residential lettings and embraces long term 
relationships with each of our clients. From 
our initial appraisal to the point when your 
property is let and beyond you'll feel your 
investment is in safe hands with us. 

In short our aim is that we not only meet 
your expectations but also exceed them. 

• Quick and efficient lettings 

• A range services to suit your needs 

• Comprehensive advertising online and 
in newspapers 

• Quality photography and floor plans 

• Competitive fees 

• Thorough tenant background checks 

• Deposit Protection 

• Full photographic inventory/schedule of 
condition included in all packages 


Quinton Branch: 0121 422 1188 

Stewart House, 787/789 Hagley Road West, Quinton, Birmingham, B32 1AJ 

Bearwood Branch: 0121 434 4345 

129 Poplar Road, Bearwood, B66 4AP 



Terraced property CONVENIENTLY SITUATED FOR LOCAL SHOPPING FACILITIES, requiring internal 
inspection, with 2 reception rooms, KITCHEN on ground floor. 2 DOUBLE BEDROOMS and 
bathroom UPSTAIRS. Garden to rear. GCH & DG fitted. EPC rating: E. 


BEARWOOD 


£102,500 



WELL PRESENTED & spacious retirement flat, WITH OUTLOOK over gardens,, convenient for 
Bearwood TOWN CENTRE. 15ft lounge, REFITTED kitchen, 2 GOOD SIZED bedrooms, REFITTED 
shower room, Communal residents lounge, pleasant communal garden, communal PARKING. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC rating D. 


£69,950 


ThtPTOfttrty 

Ombudsman 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 




38 HERBERT ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Superb location 
•Three bedrooms & study 
•En-suite shower room 
•Spacious bathroom 


•Lounge & dining room 
•Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Wealth of original features 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £225,000 



•Dining room 
•Kitchen 

•Off-street parking 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £109,500 


Derex Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 


PUBLIC AUCTION 

AT 

THIMBLEMILL RECREATION & 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
THIMBLEMILL ROAD, 
SMETHWICK. B67 6NR 
ON 

MONDAY 15 th FEBRUARY 2016 
AT 6.30PM 



Loti: 187 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD B675HX 

Freehold traditional 3 bedroomed end terraced 
in need of general refurbishment 

Lot 2: 8 SILVERTON ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 7QA 
Freehold 2 bedroomed centrally heated and 
double glazed terraced property 

Lot 3: 3 GOODE CLOSE, OLDBURY B68 9NT 

Modern ground floor studio flat needing improvement 

Lot 4: 280 THIMBLEMILL ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 6LS 
Freehold centrally heated 3 bedroomed semi, 
needing improvement 

Lot5: 8 WEST HEATH ROAD, WINSON GREEN B184DL 
Freehold 2 bedroomed terraced with central heating 
and double glazing 

Lot 6: 132 FLORENCE ROAD, SMETHWICK B664QN 

Freehold 2 bedroomed terrace with central heating 
and double glazing, needing cosmetic improvement 

Lot 7: 25 MATH MEADOW, QUINTON B32 2NU 
Freehold modern town house being 
ideal investment opportunity 

Lot 8: 18 CHAPELHOUSE LANE, HALESOWEN B63 2JN 
Freehold centrally heated and double glazed 
Bungalow, requiring an upgrade 

Lot 9: 127 MILCOTE ROAD, BEARWOOD B67 5BQ 
Freehold 3 bedroomed villa 
needing modernisation 


Anticipated Price Range 


£ 135 - 140,000 


£ circa 70,000 


£ 25 - 30,000 


£ 140 - 145,000 


£ circs 80,000 


£ 70 - 75,000 


£ 70 - 75,000 


£ circa 90,000 


£ 130 - 135,000 





DEREK SPIRES 


OnThe 




59 HURST ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Three bedrooms 
•Fully tiled bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 
•Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Off-street parking for two cars 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 



98 EDISON GROVE, QUINTON 


•100% SHARE 

•2 double bedrooms and Bathroom 
•Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Spacious lounge 
•Off-street parking 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


ASKING PRICE £108,000 



138 MONTAGUE ROAD, 
SMETHWICK 


•Charming mid-town house 
•2 double bedrooms 

•Spacious lounge and kitchen/breakfast room 
•Off-street parking 
•Ideal FTBs .VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £119,950 




124 YARDLEY CLOSE, OLDBURY 


•RECENTLY REFURBISHED 

•Three bedrooms .Fully tiled bathroom 

•Spacious lounge .Superb kitchen 


•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Off-street parking 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 



48 WILLIAM ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•3 bedrooms .Bathroom .Downstairs shower .Verandah .Side garage .work store 

room .Kitchen/breakfast room .Off-street parking .Carport .Garden to rear 

•Split level through lounge/dining room .ENERGY RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £210,000 




55 DIBBLE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•PVC double glazed 
•Electric storage heating 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Lounge 


•Dining room 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING :E 


OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 




279 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Recently refurbished property 
•Three bedrooms 

•Fully tiled bathroom with electric shower 
•Two reception rooms 


•Morning room 

•INTERNAL INSPECTION NEEDED 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £164,950 



31 HURST GREEN ROAD, 
HALESOWEN 


•VIEWING RECOMMENDED 

•Charming semi-detached bungalow 

•Double bedroom 

•Lounge/dining room 

•Side garage .Off-street parking 2 cars 

•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 



3,316 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•First floor one bedroomed flat 
•Bathroom & kitchen 
•Lounge & bedroom 
•Communal gardens 
•Ideal for FTBs or investors 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £79,950 


www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 
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Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

It he estate a S en J^^Mb 

www.pauldubberley.7oTul<l 




Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


- «***>•**- 

ft . ** 


’o' 002 




Bilston 

01902 505974 



• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extension To Rear 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£139,950 


Heron House 
Tipton 


FT? 1 a kM 

tC ’QB 


• Modern Purpose Built Apartment 

• Ground Floor • No Upward Chain 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC B 

OFFERS AROUND: ftAA 

Viewing: LOU,UUU 


Standbridge Way 
Tipton 



• Modern Extended Detached 

• Sought After Location • Corner Position 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 4 Bedrooms, • En Suite 

Viewing: AROUND: £245,000 


• Modern Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing * 

• Garage Conversion 

• 4 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


Gas Central Heating 


£179,950 


• Modern 3 Storey Semi Detached Town House 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Accommodation 

• 4 Bedrooms • En suite, EPC B 

Viewing: AROUND £156,500 


• Modern End Terrace 

• UPVc Double Glazing • gas central heating 

• garage conversion 

• 3 Bedrooms • en suite, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£140,000 


St James Road 
Oldbury 


Yew Tree Lane 
Wednesbury 


St. Peter Croft 
Wednesbury 


Margaret Road 
Wednesbury 


Paul Street 
Wednesbury 


Glebefields Road 
Tipton 



• Modern Semi Detached 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, 

Viewing: AROUND: £1 3Q,QQQ 


• Well Maintained Semi Detached Home 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge & Kitchen With Dining Area 

• EPC Rating D, Modern Style First Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: OH H C AAA 

Viewing: LI 1 Q,UUU 


• Modern Style Detached Residence 

• Master Bedroom With En-Suite 

• Two Further Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating: D, Lounge & Dining Room 

Viewing: around £188,950 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• First Floor Shower Room 

• EPC Rating - E, Lounge & Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: pon nnn 

Viewing: LSJU,UUU 


Hillbank 

Oldbury 


■ 



I 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, Garage 

Viewing: AROUND: £1 30,000 


Thinking of 

Selling or Letting 

your property? 


• Spacious Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & First Floor Shower Room 

• Through Lounge & Good Size Kitchen 

• EPC Rating: D, Feature Copnservatory 

OFFERS AROUND: P-t nn nnn 

Viewing: LI ^U,UUU 


Cl 



We Successfully Completed on 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Upstairs Bathroom 

• , Off Street Parking 

OFFERS AROUND: OH H O OOO 

Viewing: _LI 1 D,UUU 


over 4 sales in 2015! 

Call your local branch today for a 

free valuation! 



Longmore Street 
Wednesbury 


Longcroft Avenue 
Wednesbury 




• Semi Detached 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Hall, Lounge / Diner 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£115,000 


• Spacious Detached Family Residence 

• Four Bedrooms & First Floor Bathroom 

• Good Size Through Lounge & Dining Room 

• EPC Rating: E, Kitchen & Utility Room 

Viewing: around £205,000 


• A Modern 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Quiet Cul-deSac & Sought after Location 

• Energy Rating C, Reception Hall 

offers around: p-t nn nnn 

Viewing: LI OU,UUU 



Navigation Lane 
West Bromwich 



• Semi Detached 

• 2 Double Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• , Conservatory 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


new" 


T 



Old Meeting Street 
West Bromwich 


■k ■ r-m » » Adelaide Avenue 
N t VV ■ West Bromwich 


REDUCE 


• Modern Style Detached Residence 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Contemporary Style Kitchen 

• EPC Rating - D, Through Lounge Incorporating 

Viewing: AROUND £185,000 


Corporation Street 
Wednesbury 


Wheelwright Close ^ 

Wednesbury 


81 




Modern Detached Residence 

• Four Bedrooms (en-suite to master) 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• Rear Garden, Kitchen & Utility Area 

offers around: p-t nn nnn 

Viewing: LI UU,UUU 


Cook Street 
Wednesbury 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Excellent Corner Plot 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£128,000 


School Street 
Wednesbury 



• Traditional Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & Modern Shower Room 

• Lounge & Conservatory 

• EPC Rating - D, Open Plan Kitchen & Dining Area 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OC nOA 

Viewing: LI 00 ,UUU 


Manor House Road 
Wednesbury 



• NEW BUILD 
DETACHED 
HOME 

> Four Bedrooms 
(two with 
en-suites) 

• Lounge & Kitchen 
With Dining Area 

• Spacious 
Accommodation 
Throughout, 

First Floor Family 
Bathroom 


£205,000 


Hazel Road 
Tipton 



• Upper Floor Maisonette 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Modern Bathroom & Kitchen 

• , Spacious Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: p- 7 r- nnn 

Viewing: L/Q,UUU 


Myvod Road 
Wednesbury 



• First floor apartment 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Open plan kitchen / living area 


£140,000 


£80,000 


• Extended Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 

• , Garage to Rear 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£133,900 


• A Traditional style Semi Detached Home With Mod¬ 
ern Day living Accommadtion 

• Open Plan Kitchen and Lounge Area 

Viewing: AROUND £-140,000 


• Modern Ground Floor Apartment 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Open Plan Lounge Incorporating Kitchen 

• EPC Rating C, Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: PC! A ncn 

Viewing: LD4,^0U 


• Spacious Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Through Lounge & Dining Kitchen 

• EPC Rating E, Ground Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: OH H C nnn 

Viewing: LI 1 Q,UUU 


Tt*c Property 

OmlxjHuan 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 






































































































SKITTS 

Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 

ESTATE AGENTS 

for over 35 years 



Tipton 

Bloomfield Road 

• Modern town house •Family bathroom & 
•Three/four bedrooms en-suite 

•GCH & DG •Garage & off road 

• Landscape gardens parking 



Wednesbury 

Darby Road 

•Three bedrooms 

• Fitted kitchen with oven 
•Separate dining room 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Rear garden 

• Must be viewed! 



Darlaston 

King Edward Street 

•Two bed end terraced ©Luxury tiled bathroom 
•Central heating and with shower 
double glazing ©Available immediately 

• Rear garden ©Great Bridge Office 



Wolverhampton 

Coalway Road 

•Semi detached Victorian ©Four bedrooms 
style property ©Breakfast style kitchen 

•Gas central heating & ©Refitted first floor 
majority double glazing bathroom 




Walsall 

Wrexham Avenue 

•Three bedroom semi 
•Open plan kitchen diner 
•UPVC double glazing 
•Gas central heating 
•Refitted bathroom 
•Carpeted throughout 


| TENANTS! | 

£ 180 * 


Bilston 

Redwood Road 

•Two bedroom townhouse 
•Quiet cul de sac location 
•Double glazed accommodation 
•Breakfast kitchen 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Landscape gardens 


Willenhall 

Hawkswell Drive 

•One bedroom semi ©Open plan lounge 

bungalow through to a fitted 

•Gas central heating and kitchen 

d/glazed ©Luxury downstairs 


Willenhall 

Devon Road 

•Three bed semi 
•Gas central heating 

• Double glazed 

• Fitted dining kitchen 
•Unfurnished 

• Rear garden 


Bilston 

Hallgreen Street 

•Attractive second floor ©GCH & D/Glazed 

flat ©Double bedroom 

•Recently redecorated ©Bathroom with shower 

and newly carpeted ©Communal rear gardens 


Wolverhampton 

Essington Way 

•One bed ground floor 
apartment 

•Private front door access 
•Lounge 

•Fully fitted modem kitchen 
•Bathroom with shower 




FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
*£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


hqmes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (optional 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788 188 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 


{•)nTheMarketcc 


rightmove.co.uk J 

B] Follow us on ■ 

LJ Twitter 1 

ADI A 

jflV’lj Find us on 

HJFacebookl 




Cape Hill 

0121 565 1010 

info @lib e r ty e states, or g. uk 


Mid terraced property comprising, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, two 
double bedrooms, double glazed and centrally heated, 
front and rear gardens. Ideal Investment or First Time 
Purchase! 


Offers Around £106,995 


l mid terraced property comprising, through lounge, 
e-fitted kitchen, two double bedrooms, spacious 
upstairs bathroom, centrally heated, front and rear 
gardens. Ideal Investment Opportunity. 




Refurbished terraced family home comprising, porch, 
entrance hallway, through lounge, refitted breakfast/ 
kitchen, three bedrooms, refitted upstairs bathroom, 
D/G, C/H, front & rear gardens. 


Bentley Mill L 

ane, WALSALL, 

4L 4 

1 

i 

r. 

f— p*- 


Refurbished semi detached home comprising, porch, 
entrance hallway, through lounge, refitted kitchen, 
three bedrooms, refitted family bathroom, D/G, C/H, 
garage, front & rear gardens. Ideal First Time Buy/ 
Investment! 


Offers Around £129,950 


Sabell Road, SMETHWICK, 


Offers Around £104,950 


Richmond Road, SMETHWICK, 



Two bedroom terraced property located on Richmond 
Road, Bearwood. Comprising of hallway, through 
lounge, fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, upstairs 
bathroom, double glazed, central heated where 
specified, viewing is essential. 


Offers Around £130,000 


Offers Around £209,950 


Arden Road, SMETHWICK, 



# a I 

LfTi 

End terraced property comprising, hallway, two 
reception rooms, refitted kitchen, bathroom, two 
double bedrooms, LOFT ROOM, double glazed, 
HHally heated, front & rear gardens. IDEAL F/T/B 


Offers Around £99,950 



Mid terraced property comprising, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, two 
double bedrooms, double glazed, centrally heated, 
front & rear gardens. CURRENTLY RENTED AT £500 
PCM 


Offers Around £82,500 


Refurbished family home; two reception rooms, 
refitted kitchen, refitted ground floor bathroom,three 
bedrooms, upstairs bathroom, DG,CH,front and rear 
gardens. No onward chain. 


Offers Around £129,950 


Queens Close, SMETHWICK, 


UM 1 


town house comprising, hallway, kitchen/diner, 
reception room, three bedrooms, refitted bathroom, 
double glazed and centrally heated, front and rear 
ardens. Offered with no onward chain. 


Offers Around £94,950 




If you are thinking about 
selling or letting your home 
in 2016 then Liberty Estate 
Agents will be happy to help 
you every step of the way. 

As one of the Midland’s leading estate 
agents our staff have a wealth of 
knowledge of the local area and would 
be delighted to spend time discussing 
a market package best suited for you. 

For a free valuation please call 

0121 565 1010/ 
0121 420 1010 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 
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SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DOWHATOTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. \~i I Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take A- 

away old carpets a of charge we’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. I—-—I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 

.3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

|£500 


PLUS. 


Mil 


"jjrM 

w* 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 

Lola Leather 

Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 

Black or Brown 

£699 ^ 

Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 

Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 

^BQ/niilSilBB many instore items! 

■ We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 
FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 830 3633 


Carpentry 


Decorating 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


External doors supplied and fitted from 
Fit only, Paint or Stain available 


•Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 





MOPDR QW JOINERY 1 

Floors to Doors 
Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes 
Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 

lt\A 


■Sll 


J Holt A 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, 
Stairways. 

02566/526528, 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION [.!■ 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


Co >ur tone 

Interior h exterior painting 

aftaaijl 


»Special rates for OAPs 
»25 years experience 
* Fully insured 

0121 4345679 07507070786 



M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Flooring 



Itwm m 

Mto IpMialistft 


• FENCING 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING 

• BLOCK PAVING -M 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


OwllltrMhLLLV 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


S & J FLOORING 


• Supply and fit of laminate and 
real wood flooring 

• Vinyls Planks 

• Underfloor Heating 

• Samples straight to your door 

• Ceramic tiling (floor and wall) 

• Carpentry (doors, skirting boards, 
flat pack furniture, etc) 

• Lofts Boarded 

• Loft Hatches Supplied and Fitted 

• Self Levelling 



Any job considered 
■ small or large 


0*908 466639 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/ 07010 507626 


I 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Bloc k^Paving, 
[Tarm acadam. 
"Landscaping, Turf & 
w Fencing, Concrete, 
Imprinted, Jet washing. 

rassra 

5 years guarantee 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


Fencing 



T & D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


T.L.S Fencing & Sheds 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07833 312126 
07906 867776 


• rei 


fitted’ 

lI 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


■ WBaSEBfiffiM 


JP BUILDERS 

All aspects of building work undertaken: 


* Bricklaying 
► Plastering 

* Carpentry 


A local, friendly and 
reliable family business! 


Call for a FREE quote - 07515 831 955 


*%DAMP 
1 PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, ParriQ^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES JnL 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

D7752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 




Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: . 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Tfee Handy 
Jgp Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


iLonken/icesI 


uPVC drop down hatch 
with Youngman Easiway 
aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


New or enlarged loft access 
Loft flooring Loft insulation 

fCallfCarironi 
0121 5661761 

‘ 132 1 or 

See our website - 

www.westmidlandslottservices.co.uk 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Plastering 


CJL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538718264 



To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 







































































































































































Local Specialists 


Garage Doors 


Plumbing & Heating 



L M S 
GARAGE DOORS] 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost;, same 
day repair! 

For a free survey and] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Property Maintenance 



NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Boiler Services • Bathroom Installations 

• Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

• Full Central Heating • Gas Appliance 

Systems Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and • All Domestic Plumbing 

Conversions Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

nil prices are plus VAT) Worcester m|ee.b^ 


!l 


iMll 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

■IMI 


m 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plumbing & Heating 




MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 


07852150057 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 

Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 4V 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Ion all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


m 

INSTALL, SERVICE & REP^ 
mi Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
Wwty\. Gas and Plumbing work Landlord Safety Certificates 
\T PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 for free quote 

Boiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 
. Gas Hobs, Water Filters, Outside Taps etc 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, sSfe 

Fires etc ■ Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 

irrk^?iTtTi0 ^ rrr iTTTTfirmig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

A lso Wa rrant y on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years | 

Free Quotation 



Roofing 


RUBBER ROOFING 
TECH ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Ridge Tiles • Repointing 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering • Roof cleaning 

• Chimney repairs • All roof repairs • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply | Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge | NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 696 5408 - 0777 5519417 



Before 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




BSE 

m 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

l_ U IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 




TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 

V*—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




tomaal 


Skip Hire 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Open 7 days a week | 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(0121)520 3388 
07721 387990 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



Freeflds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

b<±>kenad .expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


© 

L 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


L_' 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 




When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 





VALENTINE’S MESSAGE 

Book your free linage message 
online at 
bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
using discount code VI00 
or simply fill in the coupon in the 
Express & Star. 

You can still place a boxed 
illustrated message for 
£10.00 by completing the 
coupon or by calling 
01902 317878. 



Acorn / Brooks 


Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 

3ROOKS STRAIGHT Stair lift, 
bereavements forces sale. £200. 
01922 684116. 

INVACARE LEO MOBILTY scooter, 
3 years old, only used six times due 
to ill health, excellent condition, 
recently serviced. Cost £1,795 
accept,£550. 01889 584667. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER excellent 
condition, fits in car boot, new 
battery, £300. 07929 798501. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

I 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



TWO BERTH 

small light weight caravan. 
Must be in very good condition 
and dry. 

Around £2,000. 

07717 338587. 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 
B694DST: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 



MOTOR CARAVAN 


1999, autocruise vista 2000, 
Peugeot 207 1.9 TD 2 berth, 
MoT May 2016, excellent 
condition, tow bar, ill health 
forces sale. 

£10,500. 

07711 563237. 


SWIFT CARISMA 

2003,18ft, fixed bed, 4/5 berth, 
shower, toilet, full cooker, fly 
screen, blinds, full awning, 
many extras, all paperwork. 

£4,350 ono 
07549 584478. 



FIRST RATE GUITARIST 
AND DRUMMER 

Sutton and Lichfield Area seek 
deticated Bass Man or 
Keyboards, 60’s to modern club 
stuff. 

For more details please call 
07931 251889/07403 776145. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



PENKRIDGE ANTIQUES AND 

collectors market Thursday 4th 
February Free entiy, Free parking. 
Open from 9am ST19 5AP Pitches 
available, tel: 0794727194 



BIG DISCOUNTS 

on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ovens and 
hobs. Most c cards accepted. 
24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 
(ono town halll 

PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CAU 01902 403770 

Electric Cookers Q3D 
Gas Cookers 
Washing Machines 
Fridge Freezers Si© 

01902 420030 or 
07966 673960 



*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£15 each (inc vat) 


WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 


ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 
ALL HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 0784f 596254 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 





Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



" 

^ building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. See us on Rated 
People. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


A DAMP 
4 PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damg* 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 

°50%OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6563 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


aerials 




FREEVIEW/ TALK TALK/BT 
VISION AERIALS FITTED F ROM £75 
TmuTjmrrmr/irm 



AERIALS & CCTV 
SPECIALIST 

• Digital Aerials & Sky 

• TV Wall Mounts 

• We repair any TV’s 

For free quote call 
07850 330251 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


carpentry & 
joinery 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 
Jl plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


> JOINERY Six internal pre- 


07958 552625, 


fully fitted 
I, 07950 8 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


c 


carpet fitters 


to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250portwayfencing.com 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 61962 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / ^ 

y decorators I 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Free quotes / OAP 
discount. 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


=jurz 

3KIFS 


a 


m 


FF0RDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


['iHHiHlin 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 
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Pets & 

L Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHIHUAHUA bitch puppy, four 
months old, tri colour, short coated, 
not teacup size, fully vaccinated, 
£300 ono. 07591 117437. 

WEDNESBURY Sanctuary needs a 
home for Josh, rescued, long 
haired, black/white, friendly young 
cat. £20 Donation. 0121 502 5027. 


5 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


6 


L 


Property 


accommodation 
l to let 



LJ>. 


C*m* >m itmim 

All Stock Country 


01902 21 31 21 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEECHDALE, 3-bed terrace house, 
DG, CH, front and back gardens. 
DSS welcome. 07443 917182. 

HEDNESFORD 1st floor furnished 
accomodation, suit couple, strictly 
no smokers, £125 weekly, includes 
bills. Call 01543 422996. 

TIPTON ONE bedroom flat, refur¬ 
bished, in quiet cul-de-sac, off road 
parking, £370pcm. No DSS. 07944 
949779 or 01902 750941. 

3-BED SEMI, modern with drive, 
also room to let shared house both 
Tamebridge. 07843 381254. 


properties wanted 


YEARS lAfE DAV 
EXPERIENCE_, 


WE PAY [every TIME! 

100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


COUNTRY 

HOMES 


> FAMILY BUSINESS 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

• COMPLETION TO 
SUIT YOU „ „ 

(?<ztl St** ort 


• NO FEES/FREE 
SOLICITORS 

• WE ALSO BUY 
LAND 


0800 999 999 6 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 


■ Legal fees paid 

■ No fees 

■ Any condition 


■ Guaranteed offer we Can buy your 

■ Repossession house in 
stopped 


land and commercial enquiries welcome 



or 01902 628060 


Wolverhampton properties 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


CONTRACTS SUPERVISOR 
REQUIRED 

for West Midlands based roof 
tiling contractor working on 
new build housing sites in the 
midlands. Knowledge of the 
trade and sector necessary. 
Responsibilities to include 
managing labour & materials 
and programming of works. 
Attractive salary package and 
potential advancement for the 
right candidate. 
Applications in writing to 
Keen Roofing Limited 
Unit 1 Ridgacre Enterprise 
Park, Ridgacre Road, West 
Bromwich, B71 1BW. 


EXPERIENCED 
SUB-CONTRACT ROOF 
TILERS AND CUSTOMER 
CARE/MAINTENANCE 
OPERATIVE REQUIRED 

by large West Midlands based 
roof tiling contractor for new 
build housing works in the 
midlands. Current CSCS card 
required. Good rates of pay 
and continuity of work. 
Only good experienced 
tradesmen need apply. 

Contact Keen Roofing Ltd 

0121 553 4400 


Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl’ & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


30 HOME CARERS £7-7.50ph, Full 
and part-time contracted hours, Car 
drivers, must have checkable work 
history, Tipton, Rowley Regis, 
Oldbury ana West Bromwich. Call 
Proline Care on 0121 687 8871. 


EXPERIENCED TURNER 
REQUIRED 

for busy tool room 
in West Bromwich. 
Permanent position with 
good rates of pay. 

Please apply to: 
Lawday Engineering Ltd 
Grafton Road 
West Bromwich 
B71 4EH 

Tel: 0121 553 4892 
E-Mail: 

technical@lawday.co.uk 


VERY EXPERIENCED DRIVER. 

TU ton licence, plus CPC. Seeks 
any work, even casual. 

Telephone 01922 512935. 


full time - general 


Inshore 


Do you fancy a career 
change, have you ever 
thought of a career in 
care? 

If so we may be able to help. 

We provide residential care, supported living and 
domiciliary care for people who present with challenging 
behaviour patterns. 

Our services based in the West Midlands area have the 
following vacancies at our residential and supported 
living homes based in the Wolverhampton, Stourbridge, 
Halesowen, Dudley and Coventry areas. 

SUPPORTED LIVING TEAM LEADERS: 

Applicants should have 2 years minimum experience in a 
senior position, have an NVQ level 3 and be prepared to work 
flexible hours over a 35 hour contract. Salary is £9.00 per hour. 

SENIOR SUPPORT: 

Applicants should have 2 years minimum experience 
& NVQ level 3 or be working towards this qualification 
Salary £7.80 per hour. 

SUPPORT WORKERS DAYS: 

We currently have vacancies for daytime support workers 
who will also be required to cover 1 sleepover per week, 
no experience is necessary as training will be provided 
Salary £6.80 per hour. 

Applications can be completed online either 
@beasupportworker.co.uk or inshoresupportltd.co.uk, 
and will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. All 
pages need information to be supplied. Or alternatively 
call Stephanie on 01384 421460 for an application form 
and job description. 


WORKING PART-TIME 

for a Vending Company based in Wednesbury servicing the Greater 
West Midlands/National Area. 

1/l/e seek a 


TELESALES PERSON 


Who will be able to set up appointments for our Field Sales Team. 
Preferably you will have proven telemarketing experience and have 
worked in an outbound call centre environment. We are looking 
for an individual who is seeking part time hours during our business 
hours. Self-motivated and driven by success, working to targets and 
generating new business. Basic Salary + Commission + Bonus. 

Please Contact Joyce Stott or send your CV to: 
joyce@vendaid.co.uk. Vendaid Limited, Stafford Street, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands, WS10 7JX. 0121 502 7943 


full time - general 



The successful applicant will be responsible for the security 
of the building and site during out of hours working. There is a 
rotating shift pattern in operation with other officers and the 
position involves both weekend and bank holiday working. 

The successful applicant is likely to have held a similar position, will 
have excellent communication skills and possess the initiative and 
confidence to deal with any situation that may arise. 

If you are interested in applying for this role please send your full 
CV and cover letter to: 

HR DEPARTMEN T J 
MIDLAND NEWS A SSOCIATIO N 
! 51 - 5 3 QUEEN STREET J 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WV1 IE S 

E-MAIL: HR@MNAMEDIA.CO. UK 

Closing date: 31st January, 2016 



alternative 

care 


HOME CARE 
WORKERS 

£7.20/£7.52 p/hour 


RECRUITMENT OPEN DAY 

Yes changing career is a big step! Is Caring the right job for you? 

To find out come and have a chat with us on. 

TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2016 

between 10.00am and 7.00pm at Alternative Care, Suite 1, 
Parkside House, Oldbury Road, Rowley Regis, B65 OLG (above the 
Lidl Store in Rowley Regis) 

We work in Halesowen, Rowley Regis and surrounding areas, 
helping vulnerable people to remain independent and stay in their 
own homes, full and part time hours are available. Some weekend 
work will be included. Full drivers license and own transport are 
essential. Alternatively, call us on 0121 561 4072 for an application 
pack or to find out more. 


Baker & Finnemore Ltd 

_ TITGEMEYER Group 

EXPERIENCED PRESS TOOLMAKERS 

with extensive Bench fitting experience. 

We also require 

HIGH SPEED PROGRESSION PRESS TOOL SETTER/OPERATOR 

We are a long established manufacturer of precision pressings 
based in Birmingham City Centre. 

Salary on application with up to 38 days paid holiday per annum 
plus pension benefits. 

Both the above roles are permanent 
Also 

EXPERIENCED QUALITY ENGINEER 

required on a temporary contract. 

Telephone applications to; Mr Kevin Elsmore 0121 236 2347 


William King, a leading independent Metals Service Centre based in West 
Bromwich, is operating one of the most technically advanced units in Europe. 
We currently have the following excellent opportunity: 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNT CONTROLLER 

As a Commercial Account Controller, in our Automotive team, you will be responsible 
for liaising effectively with customers and suppliers to ensure we provide an efficient 
service and maintain customer satisfaction resulting in a profitable outcome for the 
company. The candidate will need to be hardworking, enthusiastic, ambitious and be 
able to show initiative, professionalism and good communication skills at all levels. 

If you are interested in the position outlined above, please send your CV to 
Dipak Patel at William King Ltd, Atlas Centre, Union Road, West Bromwich. 
B70 9DR or e-mail to dipak.patel@williamking.co.uk. Call 0121 500 4111 for 
further details. 

www.williamking.co.uk 


Community Transport 



Would you like to be part of a team that makes a difference to the 
local community? We have a vacancy for: 

RETAIL HUB SUPERVISOR 

Up to £18,500 per annum. 

Based at Wolverhampton, 37 hours per week, 
including Saturdays, permanent. 

We are looking to recruit a Retail Hub Supervisor to work 37 
hours per week, including Saturdays, on a permanent basis. 
To request an application pack contact HR on 01422376881 or 
hr@communitytransport.org. For further details, contact Nick 
Tomlinson on 07912388261. 

The closing date for applications is Monday 1 st February at 12.00 
noon. Interviews to be held 11 th February. 

Community Transport is an equal opportunities employer 



Motoring 






BMA1 


Eyt. Htrt Z5 Years 

25 CARS 
FROM £500 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN XSARA Picasso, 2005 
reg., 1600cc, MoT, nice condition. 
£1,095. ono. 0121 557 9144. 

FIAT PUNTO Active 1.2, 5-dr, 2002 
reg, silver, 12 months MoT, good 
condition, only £495. 

07984 141652. 


MGTF1.8 

2002, 57,000 miles, 2 months 
MoT, wheels recently 
refurbished, new cam belt, 
head skimmed, valves and 
water pump 10,000 miles ago. 
£1,100 ono. 

07813 961973. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 57 reg, 68,000 
miles, 4 mnths MoT, excellent con¬ 
dition, ideal 1st car, low insurance 
£1,500 ono. 07507 865521. 

RENAULT MEGANE.1. 6, 56 plate, 
5-dr, black, manual, 64,000 miles, 
long MoT, E/W, PAS, A/C, good 
condition. £850. 07838 897643. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.2, 56 plate, 
silver, Auto, petrol, excellent, FSH, 
part leather, Mot’d. £1,350 ono 
07977 607759. 07870 704871. 


CITROEN C3 DESIRE 1.3 5dr, 53 
plate, light blue, 41k with SH, one 
former keeper, full MoT, stunning, 
only £1,295. 07963 464780. 

HONDA ACCORD 2.2CDTI 2006, 
114,000m, abs, climate control, 
cruise, 6cd player, heated leather, 
long MoT, £3,295 ono 07843 
416106 

PEUGEOT 308, Regn 08, 63,000 
miles, MoT Oct. £2675. 

07713 902874. 


7 SLATER 


RANGER ROVER L322 
VOGUE 2002, AUTOMATIC 

MoT’d. 2009 face lift 
conversion. 22inch alloys. 
All electrics. Power fold mirrors. 

Monte Carlo Blue. 
Excellent condition. Very rare. 
Must be seen. 


£6,750 ovno, 
07881 934466 or 
07466 806160. 


7 SLATER 


JAGUAR XJ6 (X300) 

1995, 122,000 miles, carnival 
red. Long MoT. Nice condition 
for year, but requires minor 
paint repair. Many new parts. 

£795 ono. 

07531 307480 
or 01902 665840. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


S E^LHIGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALj 
01902 317878 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 


MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 


bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s 
Licence 

Mr Mark Aspbury trading as 
Mark Aspbury of Flat 3 Lewis 
Court, Worle, Weston Super 
Mare BS22 6AH is applying for 
licence to use 56 Oldbury Road, 
West Bromwich, West Midlands 
B70 9DZ as an operating centre 
for 2 goods vehicles and 0 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe 
that their use or enj oyment of that 
land would be affected, should 
make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner 
at West Midlands Traffic Area 
Office, Hill Crest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, within 21 
days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to making representations 
is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office 

Dated:28th January 2016 


& highways 

J? england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(a) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTIONS 1 AND 2) (SLIP ROADS) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2016 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make 
an Order on the M5 Motorway, in the Metropolitan Borough of Sandwell, to allow lighting column inspection works 
to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close the slip road leading - 

i) from the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1; 

ii) to the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1; 

iii) from the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1; 

iv) to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1; 

v) from the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 2; 

vi) to the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 2; 

vii) from the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 2; and 

viii) to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 2. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 20:00 hours and 06:00 hours and is expected to start on Monday 
22 February 2016 and continue for 9 nights. The Order will come into force on 15 February 2016. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and vehicles being used in connection with 
the works, or by a traffic officer, will be exempt from the closures. 

Diversion routes via alternative junctions of the M5 and M6 Junction 7 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Leonard Murray on 0121 678 8408. 

Karen Eustace, an officer in Highways England Company Limited. 

Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, 
Guildford, GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 3 TO JUNCTION 9) (SLIP ROADS) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2016 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make 
an Order on the M5 Motorway, in the Counties of Worcestershire and Gloucestershire and in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Sandwell to allow litter picking and general maintenance works to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close, at different times - 

a) the slip road leading to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 3; 

b) the slip road leading from the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 3; 

c) the slip roads leading to and from the M5 at Junctions 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; 

d) the slip road leading from the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 9; and 

e) the slip road leading to the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 9. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 22:00 hours and 05:00 hours and is expected to start on Monday 
22 February 2016 and continue for two weeks. The Order will come into force on 15 February 2016. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and vehicles being used in connection with 
the works or by a traffic officer will be exempt from the closures. Diversion routes via alternative junctions of the 
M5 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Matthew Taylor on 0121 687 4099. 

Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 

Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, 
Guildford, GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 
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SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/15/58921 Mr Mark Horsley Land Off Mill Street Proposed variation 

Mar City Homes Tipton of condition 1 of 

planning permission 
DC/14/57674 to 
substitute house types. 

The Council are of the opinion that the proposal may affect the setting of a listed building. 
DC/16/59001 Rev Bruce Harbert St Mary’s Church Proposed ramp to 

St Mary’s Church St Mary’s Road main entrance. 

Wednesbury WS10 9DL 


DC/15/58879 Mr Gareth Cartwirght Former Gasworks Site Proposed lorry park, 

Little Pot Transport Dudley Road storage containers, 

Ltd Oldbury offices, automatic 

security gates, fencing 
and lighting columns. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Vicarage Road, Wednesbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Vicarage Road, Wednesbury between Clarkson Road and Vicar Street. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 12/02/16, effective 
from 08/02/16. Traffic will be diverted via Handley Street, Churchfields Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - repair works to a hydrant. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Ashes Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Ashes Road, 
Oldbury between Causeway Green Road and Titford Road. The maximum duration is 18 
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 16/02/16, effective from 08/02/16. 
Traffic will be diverted via Ashes Road, York Road, Penncricket Lane, Causeway Green Road 
and vice-versa. Purpose - installation of drainage to new housing development. 


ArTjols 


Uatf 9 Bratton* tv** 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


YOUNG AT HEART 
RETIRED GENT 

Slim, early 70’s, loves modern 
dancing, ballroom / jive, etc but 
no regular partner. 

Can anyone out there help 
please. 

Must be similarly active and fit. 

Aquarians s welcome. 
Cannock, Lichfield, Tamworth, 
and surrounding areas. 
Possible Friendship / 
Relationship. 

Photo appreciated, will return. 

Box Number P20208, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 



Darren swea r* to 
his wife his wedding 
suit stiU fits. 

l ***4fr* 


r) 




ASAl/ 



Single Women 



MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, 
petite, blonde, blue eyes, looking 
to enjoy life with similar romantic, 
caring guy. Single dad welcome. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

CAROL 37 attractive slim 
blonde, curves in all the right 
places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420757 ® 
DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
DEBS lonely 40's female with no 
ties, GSOH, N/S, loves the 
simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy 
together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420729 f§ 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive 
female, likes music, travel, 
animals, cosy nights in front of a 
log fire, looking for affectionate 
male for good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420715 ® 

LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, 
tall slim blonde airline worker, 
seeks discreet gent, any status 
for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 
Box:420237 

SUE, 46, confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate 
evenings in with great food and 
conversations. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420701 ® 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, slim 

attractive blonde, varied interests 
and solvent, WLTM honest male 
of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420685 ® 

SALLY, 24yrs tall brunette with 
feminine curves seeks mature 
older chap, 35+ for discreet fun 
only, must be experienced. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box: 

420247 

CHRIS, 67, brunette, cuddly, 
WLTM caring, kind gentleman, 
for days out, meals out, walks etc 
and for just being together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420667 

ROSIE, 43yrs, bored and lonely, 
I don't get out much but would 
like to meet a nice chap, married 
or single, fun only pis. Text only 
Box 4078225 

LILY, genuine lady looking for a 
genuine man. I like cosy nights in 
and am a smoker. Text only 
mailbox no: 5372466 
JENNI, hairdresser, brunette, 
caring and fun. WLTM chap any 
age, must be discreet with car, I 
have a nice home to meet in. 
Text only Box: 4139156 
TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good 
looking GSOH, professional, 
solvent, OHAC, affectionate and 
loves TLC, WLTM male who also 
likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420601 ® 

KAREN, curvy brunette, 42yrs 
loves men of all ages and sizes 
but must make me laugh .1 am 
married with open marriage. Text 
only Box: 4020257 
SAMANTHA pretty brunette, 
very busty 36, intelligent, 
independent with a real lust for 
life, seeks big-hearted stocky 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:420599 ® 

MADDIE extremely passionate 
female 37, seeks reliable male to 
enjoy the finer things in life and 
tactile relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420563 ® 


male 30-50's to relax with and 
get to know. Discretion assured. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420491 ® 

SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty 
redhead, intelligent, easygoing, 
WLTM similar male for friendship 
and more, looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420475 ® 

LOUISE, 47, youthful looking 
female looking for spontaneous 
male to put some love and lust 
back into life. Call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420445 ® 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 ® 

CHLOE pretty single female 
36yrs, dark hair/eyes, slim build, 
very lonely and looking for 
reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420359 ® 

JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, 
size 12, varied interests, loves 
cuddling, kissing and showing 
affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420357 ® 

ANN,38, very attractive female, 
N/S, positive attitude to life, 
WLTM similar kind male with a 
lot of get up and go for romance 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420355 ® 
JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 ® 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985® 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195 ® 

CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175® 

TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 
legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 ® 

LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, 
looking for a man who will 
appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic 
sensual woman with a mind of 
her own. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419839® 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, 
curvy, likes reading, walking, 
cinema, seeks male 40-50 for 
lasting relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077545 


days out, would like to meet 
similar Midlands male. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5315901 
CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420073 ® 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good 
sense of humour, well presented, 
WLTM kind, sincere chappie to 
share coffee and a chat. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, 
attractive ex air hostess, looking 
for fun times with older male for 
romantic nights in and more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420043 ® 

39 yr old independent single 
Mom, knows the benefit of 
having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5084796 

BLACK lady seeks white male 
over 60, any location, for 
friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4256384 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed 
brunette, fit and active, seeks 
similar male to have a laugh with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 

FRANCES, 45, busty female, 
loves nights in/out, seeking 
uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420003 ® 
FEMALE, seeks fun loving male 
who likes a drink and a laugh, to 
enjoy erotic experiences with a 
curvy brunette. Discretion 
guaranteed. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5079311 


Single Men 



WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 

MALE, 59, 5ft2, average build, 
seeks genuine, caring, lady, 55- 
65. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420721 

JOSEPH attractive Asian male, 
seeking attractive, genuine 
female, 38-50 for friendship and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410267 
HANDSOME, attractive, fit, 
Indian, professional trucker, 38, 
WLTM attractive, honest, caring 
lady/mum, 31-45 for LTR. Colour 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 219790 
ATTRACTIVE male 56* seeks 

dom female 40 to 70 for close 
adult fun, any status or size. Text 
only to mailbox: 4347071 
MATURE male, 6ft, slim, fit, 
clean and smart, residing in 
central Birmingham, seeks 
slimish female for fun times. Text 
only to mailbox: 5383053 
MAN 55yrs, 6ft med build, single, 
looking for a special lady to 
share no strings fun and good 
times Age/status unimportant. 
Text only to mailbox: 5381487 
KALU 26 years old single 
dark/black good looking man 
looking for a good-looking 
women for sexy fun. Text only to 
mailbox: 5383533 
ATTRACTIVE British Indian 
male, 38, seeks slim, attractive, 
caring female for friendship, 
hopefully LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 227154 
MALE, 44, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, attractive, enjoys outdoors, 
mountain biking, walking, 
countryside, cinema, days out, 
seeks genuine, loving female, 
29-37, for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420645 ® 


Asian female, 40-55 for 
friendship, possible relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
235383 

SEXY Indian male, 40, dark 
hair/eyes, fit, seeks fit, sporty, 
sexy, romantic female, 30-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 301791 
HANDSOME Indian male, 41, 
tactile, romantic, likes meals out, 
days out, walks, nights in, seeks 
sensitive, intelligent Indian 
female, 36-46 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 322561 
FIT, handsome, Indian male, 40, 
GSOH, seeks Asian lady, 33-43 
for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
365160 

COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10”, 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463 ® 
ATTRACTIVE professional, 
Asian male, 43, kind, caring, 
likes travel, romance, dining, 
seeks attractive lady, 35-50 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 370823 
SLIM attractive man WLTM 
caring lady, 40-58, for friendship, 
reply and claim free hug. Text 
only mailbox no: 4172082 
BLACK male early 40's, slim, 
looking for casual adult weekend 
fun with broadminded, easy 
going discreet female. Text only 
mailbox no: 4656899 
CHRIS, male, 47, single, 5ft8ins, 
blue eyes, brown hair, seeks 
female between 25 and 45 for 
fun and maybe more. Please get 
in touch. Text only mailbox no: 
5352046 

COLIN 48, kind, caring, loving, 
seeks kind, caring, loving, cuddly 
large lady, 40 to 55 for LTR Text 
only mailbox no: 5308886 
45 year old male WLTM lady 
friend 35 to 55 who likes to enjoy 
life. Text only mailbox no: 
4215562 

MALE, five foot ten, stocky build, 
hazel eyes, just had heart 
broken, WLTM 40+ female for 
rendezvous and romantic nights 

in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420543 

MALE, tall, slim, health 
professional, honest, easygoing, 
seeks soulmate 45-60 for happy 
times and maybe romance. 
Derby area. Text only to 
mailbox no: 5356854 
JOHN, 68, six foot three, salt and 
pepper hair, n/s, divorced, own 
business, WLTM a long-term 
partner to travel and enjoy the 
good things in life with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420433 ® 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a 
lady to share the good times. I 
enjoy cinema, eating out, pubs 
and holidays in hot places. Text 
only to mailbox no: 4618385 
LONELY and broken male seeks 
female to show me what love is. 
Text only to mailbox no: 
5345658 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 ® 
HANDSOME guy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 
53, seeks attractive female for 
daytime fun and exciting times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393380 

ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407915 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, 
seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 25/01/16 
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Jeep is plugging 



By Graham Breeze 


The Renegade is probably Jeep’s 
bravest move yet as the company 
goes all out to tackle a crowded 
small SUV sector. 

And size is the first thing you notice 
about the Renegade, because it’s much 
smaller than anything Jeep has made be¬ 
fore, with bosses recognising a gap for a 
true four-wheel drive vehicle in the busy 
crossover market. 

There’s an immediate similarity to Skoda’s 
Yeti thanks to the boxy shape but the Rene¬ 
gade is chunkier, is made of stronger stuff and 
is clearly recognisable as a Jeep with its circu¬ 
lar headlights and famous grille. 

Renegade is the first Fiat Chrysler Automo¬ 
biles car to be jointly developed by Italian and 
American engineers and the first Jeep to be 
built in Europe but sold in the USA. It is also the 
first small SUV to feature rear axle disconnect. 

The Renegade will stand out in any compa¬ 
ny but for those who see personalisation as 
a key option it is available in 11 colours with 
six wheel designs. There are six powertrain 
combinations, two MultiAir II petrol engines, a 
pair of MultiJet II turbo diesels and a 1.6-litre 
eTorque petrol. 

There are also five and six-speed manual 
gearboxes, the Dual Dry Clutch Transmission 
and the nine-speed automatic gearbox. Availa¬ 
ble with two or four-wheel drive the Renegade 
boasts two new, advanced 4x4 systems: Jeep 
Active Drive and Jeep Active Drive Low. 

On test was the 2.0 Multijet Longitude 140hp 
6-speed manual model with a 4x4 system sup¬ 
plying just the right amount of torque for any 


driving situation and one of four models in the 
range. 

The rear axle disconnect system seamlessly 
switches between two and four-wheel-drive to 
guarantee traction and keep running costs to 
a minimum. 

There’s also a choice of driving settings to 
suit individual preferences. 

The test model had a surprising top speed of 
113mph and got me to 62mph in 9.5seconds 
while averaging 55.4mpg on the combined cy¬ 
cle. For such a beast it was surprising that C02 
emission levels were only 134 g/km. 

Comforting 

You expect a Jeep to sound a bit on the noisy 
side and the Renegade didn’t disappoint, and 
there’s something comforting about the roar of 
the engine on this model which means you are 
prepared to put up with the sound. 

For an on-the-road price of £23,395 you 
can expect 17” aluminium wheels, LED light¬ 
ing, roof rails, body coloured door mirrors and 
handles, trailer sway damping, All speed trac¬ 
tion control, a security alarm and a stop/start 
system. 

The test car came with a special paint job, 
spare tyre, parking sensors, panoramic sun¬ 
roof, heated front seats and steering wheel and 
a function pack which included keyless entry, 
height adjustable cargo floor, under seat stor¬ 
age and electrically folding door mirrors - all 
pushing the price up to £26,195. 

You could also add an array of advanced 
safety features including Forward Collision 
Warning Plus with Crash Mitigation which au¬ 
tomatically prevents or reduces the impact in 
low-speed shunts; ParkSense Parallel and Per¬ 
pendicular Park Assist that automatically parks 
the car; LaneSenseTM Lane Departure Warn¬ 
ing Plus; and Adaptive Cruise Control. 


The Renegade leaves the rest of the class in 
its trail once you step inside. The high seating 
position means there’s great vision all-round 
and if I was buying one the panoramic sunroof 
would be a must at £1,100 extra. 

The Renegade has Jeep’s Uconnect system 
which provides an interface between vehicle 
occupants and communication, entertainment 
and 5” navigation touchscreen with voice con¬ 
trol. Impressively the Uconnect system ena¬ 
bles handsfree calls from Bluetooth phones 
while compatible smartphones can send from 


a list of 18 pre-defined text messages. The sys¬ 
tem also announces the receipt of a message, 
identifies the sender and ‘reads’ the message 
aloud. 

Music can be streamed wirelessly while MP3 
players can be connected to the premium me¬ 
dia hub via the standard auxiliary jack or USB 
port and charged. The AM/FM DAB radio can 
be controlled by voice commands. 

The Renegade also has a full-colour instru¬ 
ment cluster which sits in front of the driver, 
displaying information using a combination of 


graphics and text. The sort of impressive tech¬ 
nology you don’t normally associate with Jeep. 

It’s a brave step by Jeep to drop a vehicle 
into the SUV sector and the company is likely 
to attract a lot of buyers unable to afford to get 
into the big four-wheel-drive market. 

Jeep sales are booming in America and Eu¬ 
rope with Renegade popular in Italy, France 
and Austria as has picked up awards in the UK, 
Italy, France and Spain. 

Renegade has the looks and the perfor¬ 
mance to be a big player in the SUV sector. 


2 GREAT CARS • 2 GREATS OFFERS! 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS - DIRECT FROM YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


VAUXHALL 

MERIVA1.4 TECHLINE 



High specification includes: 


• Front and rear parking distance 
sensors or Sat Nav 

• Front fog lights 

• 17-inch alloy wheels, with 
locking wheel nuts 

• Multi-function trip computer 

• Electrically operated rear 
windows 

Mobile phone system with 
Bluetooth® 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

FROM 


£11995 


VAUXHALL 

MOKKA 1.6 TECHLINE 



High specification includes: 


► Traction Control* Sat Nav with 
CD, MP3 CD player & stereo radio 

► ABS • Climate Control 

► Multi-function trip computer 

► Cruise control* Front fog lights 

► Alloy wheels 

► Electric front window & rear 
windows 

► Bluetooth® functionality 

► Rain-sensitive windscreen wipers 

► Front and rear parking distance 
sensors 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

FROM 


£15795 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B633NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


01384454100 


CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK 



2004/04 VAUXHALLCORSA 
1.2i 16V SXi 

5 door, Red, 39,235 miles 


£2,995 



2003/53 SMART CITY 
COUPE 0.7 PURE AUTO (61) 
2 door, Blue, 47,733 miles 


£2,350 



2014/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
COUNTRY TOURER 2.0 CDTi 
(163) EC0FLEX SPORTS TOURER 
5 door, Silver, 10,650 miles 

' £17,995 


Vauxhall Adam Selection 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 3 door, White, 10,175 miles . £7695 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS JAM Red, 8,654 miles . £7795 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS SLAM 3 door, Yellow, 7,450 miles . £8495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS JAM Arden Blue, 3,656 miles . £8995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.21 GLAM 3 door, PANORAMIC ROOFWhite, low mileage . £9495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 87PS JAM White, 10,010 miles ... SOLD 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS SLAM 3 door, Green, 8,614 miles . SOLD 


2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE AUTOMATIC 5 door, Black, 13,332 miles . £10995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR 3 door, Blue, 13,000 miles . £11495 

Vauxhall Insignia Selection 

2014/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8WT SRi HOPS 5-door, Silver, Hatchback, 9,000 miles . £11995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA LIMITED EDITION CDTi AUTOMATIC Black, Low miles . £12250 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8i WT140 SRi Hatchback. White, 9,583 miles . £12795 


2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi DIESEL SRi HOPS SAT NAV Hatchback, Red, 7,100 miles . £16495 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SPORTS TOURER CDTi BI-TURB0195 PS VX LINE Red, 7,300 miles ...£17995 


Vauxhall Antara Selection 

2012/61 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.4i 16V167PS EXCLUSIV 5 door, Black, 38,697 miles . £9750 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 EXCLUSIVE CDTi 5 door, White, 30,000 miles . £9995 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi 16V163PS EXCLUSIV 5 door, Silver, 19,966 miles. SOLD 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi SE NAV AU 5 door, Grey, 39,245 miles . £11995 

Vauxhall Astra Selection 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA LIFE 1.4 5 door, Silver, 50,000 miles . £3495 

2007/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA DESIGN 1.8 AUTOMATIC 26,000 miles, Beige . £3995 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.3 DIESEL ENERGY Grey, 44,000 miles . £4350 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SXi TWINP0RT 5 door, Black, 36,902 miles . £4995 

2010/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA EXCLUSIVE 1.4i ESTATE grey 50,000 miles . £6650 

2011/61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCITE 5 door, Silver 23,000 miles . £7995 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE 5 door, White, 22,000 miles . £8495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ACTIVE 5 door, Red, 10,000 miles . £8495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SPORT 1.7 3 door, Red, 17,291 miles ... £9650 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.3 DESIGN CDTi EC0FLEX 5 door, Silver, 7,316 miles . £10995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 TECH LINE GT 5 door, Grey, 19,980 miles . £11995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SPORT 2.0 CDTi S/S White, 8,759 miles . £12250 

Vauxhall Corsa Selection 

2004/04 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 5 door, Red, 39,000 miles . £2995 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 ACTIVE A/C 3 door, BLUETOOTH Blue ,15,000 miles . £6350 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi AC 5 door, Green, 16,080 miles . £6495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA SE 1.2 5 door, Silver, 19,567 miles . £6995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 1.2 A/C 3 door, Red, 14,153 miles . £6995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 1400 5 door, Pepperdust Metallic 16,800 miles . £7495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 20,195 miles . £7995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, 17,000 miles . £7995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL CORSA LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 11,400 miles . £8995 

2010/10 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR 3 door, Blue, 26,908 miles . £9495 


Vauxhall Mokka Selection 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6 EXCLUSIV 115PS 5 door Hatchback, St/Sp, Blue, 18,737miles . £11495 


2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI TECH LINE Blue, 36,000 miles ... £12450 

2012/62 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 130PS 5 door Hatchback, White, 15,000 miles . £13995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI SE White, 18,000 miles . £13995 

Vauxhall Meriva and Zafira Selection 

2008/08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 SRi MPV Blue, 59,000 miles . £4995 

2011/60 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6i 16V EXCLUSIV 5 door, Silver, 39,891 miles . £5995 

2012/62 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i 16V EXCLUSIV 5 door, Oriental Blue, Lady Owner . £6495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 DESIGN Silver, 36,000 miles . £7995 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTi EXCLUSIV Silver, 55,000 miles . £7995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i SE WT HOPS TURBO Flame Red, 20,796 miles . £8995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 TECHLINE Black, 5,489 miles . £9495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 TECHLINE Black, 5,400 miles . £9495 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0CDTi SE White, 24,000 miles ... £12650 

Other Makes 

2002/02 RENAULT MEGANE CABRIOLET 1.6 Silver, 52,000 miles . £2495 

2007/07 RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS Black, 44,000 miles . £2650 

2005/05 MGF SUNST0RM Silver, 75,000 miles, IMMACULATE . £2995 

2001/51 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.6 Silver, 88,000 miles, One Lady Owner From New . £2995 

2005/05 VW BEETLE 1.6 CABRIOLET 3 door, Blue, 55,500 miles . £3995 

2011/61 RENAULT WIND 1.2 TCEGT LINE 2 door, Blue, 45,386 miles . £5495 

2012/62 FIAT 500 LOUNGE RHD 3 door, Red, 21,000 miles . £6495 

2012/12 NISSAN NOTE N-TEC + Red, 30,162 miles . £6995 

2007/57 HONDA CIVIC TYPE ‘R’ 3 door, Silver, 47,000 miles . £7495 

2013/63 SKODA FABIA1.6 TDi CR105BHP MONTE CARLO SPECIAL EDITION 

5 door, White, 31,100 miles . £7995 

2012/12 MIN11.6 CLUBMAN DESTATE Silver, 28,432 miles . £8995 

2012/62 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA PREMIUM 5 door, Grey, 17,769 miles . £9995 


2012/62 TOYOTA RAV 4 2.2 D-4D XT-R 5 door, Metallic Red, WITH REVERSE CAMERA, 31000miles . £14750 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 


Audi R8 - 
a car that 
impresses 
all round 

By Ian Donaldson 


If you ever wondered why someone buys a 
car like Audi’s new 205mph R8 VI0 asphalt 
scorcher here are two clues (and that faintly 
unreal top speed is a third). 

Clue number one is a prominent button on the fine¬ 
ly leather wrapped steering wheel; press it and the 
already fruity exhaust note turns so rudely vocal you 
can be heard in the next county. A bit anti-social and 
naughty... but nice. 

You’ll have to wait for darkness to appreciate clue number 
two, and be standing at the back of the car. Where you can 
see the engine in all its 10-cylinder glory, basking beneath 
a transparent cover and, extraordinarily, bathing in the glow 
of its own lights. 

Then there’s the paint choices, with many of the people 
ordering the first of the these new models going for vivid 
orange. Or red, or in semi-military matt green. 

You will have gathered that the R8 is not a machine for 
shrinking violets. Or poor ones either, with a choice of two 
versions, starting at £119,500 for a car with 533 horsepower, 
up fifteen on the outgoing model and a tiny bit more eco¬ 
nomical too - although you’ll be lucky to see 20 to the gallon 
in everyday use. 

Pay a bit more (£134,500) and your car adds a ‘plus’ to 
its title and the 5.2 litres push out a deeply impressive 602 
horsepower. That elevates top speed from a mere 198mph 
(hah!) to all of 205mph. The sizzle to sixty-two takes either 
3.2 or 3.5 seconds and either will surely feel fast enough. 

These performance figures put this most powerful ever 
road going Audi deep into exotic Lamborghini territory at a 
fraction of the price. But then they’re both products of the 
VW empire and share very similar engines. You might say 
that makes the Audi a bit of a bargain; not a phrase you 
hear often. 

Lightness 

Most of the early orders for the new A8 are for the dearer 
model which, like its less expensive sibling, is a little lighter 
than before and lower and wider, but shorter. A convertible 
model will follow in due course but there is no talk of smaller 
engines with fewer cylinders in the immediate future. 

The added lightness is not down to paucity of equipment 
with the R8 which, as ever includes permanent four-wheel 
drive that turns the car into a properly practical all year 
round means of upmarket transport. There is even a modest 
boot at the front and enough space behind the seats for a 
briefcase and Gucci handbag. 

Practicality moves sharply down the list of this car’s at¬ 
tributes when you fire up the engine, especially from cold. 
The basso thunder will awaken the gods, and perhaps the 
neighbours too. 

There is no option of a manual gearbox this time (a scant 
one per cent of owners previously opted for DIY gears) but 
the seven-speed manages things for you so convincingly 
you wonder why anyone might want to do it themselves. 

Paddles behind the steering wheel let you attempt full-on 
Hamilton mode if the mood takes you, when the vast ceram¬ 
ic brakes of the R8 plus version will come in handy. 

More surprising than the way the car goes and stops is 
the way it stays comfortable, certainly on the impeccable 
French roads of the car’s press launch and hopefully on 
Blighty’s more challenging surfaces. 

No surprises that Audi tempts with a barrage of optional 
extras, from variable rate steering and adaptive suspension 
to extraordinary laser lights (at a neatly concise £3,000) and 
deeply sculpted seats, which proved less comfortable than 
the more adjustable standard versions. 

Every new R8 has a big digital dashboard display which 
needed more study to fully fathom than a few hours at the 
wheel allowed. Also standard are sat nav and a cockpit 
swathed in lovely leather and as well applied as ever - Audi 
really do build cars that impress inwardly like no other at 
their price. 

Impress outwardly too, especially if you like your car with 
an edge of restrained bling. 


TESTED 

Audi R8 VIO plus 
Engine: 602bhp petrol 
Warranty: Three years, 60,000 miles 
Economy: The Audi R8 can do 23.0mpg 
Insurance group: 50 
Price: £134,500 
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Putting on 
the style with 
latest DS 3 

By Sharon Walters 


It’s more than two months since the awful 
terrorist attacks in Paris, and the city for lov¬ 
ers still remains relatively quiet out on the 
streets. 

But one famous spot buzzed earlier this week when 
DS revealed the new DS 3 and DS 3 Cabrio to journal¬ 
ists, dealers and carefully chosen people of import. 

The stunning Louvre museum was the venue for the wraps 
to come off in a glittering display of the Spirit of Avant-Garde 
- adopted as the new logo last year as DS entered a new 
era as a brand in its own right, with no reference to Citroen. 

Avant-garde translates from the French as the advance 
guard and has its origins as an old French military term. That 
is, the army unit which presses on ahead of the main field 
in battle. Since then it has been used in other areas such as 
the ‘arts’ to encompass ‘new’ ‘innovative’ and ‘pioneering’. 

And that is what DS is striving to achieve - to press for¬ 
ward and create something very different. An extremely diffi¬ 
cult task but in a world full of so many dull-looking vehicles, 
both inside and out, and DS may well just succeed. 

With the striking glass pyramid at the heart of the Lou¬ 
vre, the gateway to the unveiling, it was an impressive 
launch. With a background of art which in its day was often 
avant-garde, the emphasis was firmly on the way forward for 
the brand and the DS 3. 

While some of it seemed a little over the top, especial¬ 
ly the ‘modern’ dancers giving their interpretation of the 
avant-garde spirit, the car itself did impress, And perhaps it 
should have been given the opportunity to do just a little bit 
more in the presentation. 

Dynamic 

These latest models to be unveiled by DS Automobiles 
have new design features, latest-generation technology, ul¬ 
timate attention to detail and a uniquely refined, yet dynamic 
character that are hallmarks of the DS brand. 

Since the launch of DS 3 in 2010, 390,000 customers 
have succumbed to the charms of this hip and stylish Pa¬ 
risian supermini. 

From London to Tokyo and Sydney to Buenos Aires, DS 3 
has become an icon that is renowned for its distinctive per¬ 
sonality, unique styling, driving pleasure and leading-edge 
technology. 

New DS 3 and DS 3 Cabrio are undoubtedly even more 
attractive - with true French flair and style - with new design 
features (revised front end and personalisation opportuni¬ 
ties) and enhanced functionality (connectivity, driving assis¬ 
tance systems). 

For top-level performance, both in the city and out on the 
open road, the DS brand’s versatile new models can be 
specified with the latest PureTech 130 three-cylinder turbo 
petrol engine and offer the latest-generation EAT6 automatic 
gearbox with the PureTech 110 petrol engine. 

New DS 3 and DS 3 Cabrio will also be available in Per¬ 
formance specification, boasting an impressive 208hp 
(153kW). 

And for the UK in particular, the new DS 3 and DS 3 Cabrio 
are of significant interest to our new car buyers. Britain is al¬ 
ready the leading market for DS 3 sales. More DS 3 and DS 
3 Cabrio models were sold in the UK last year than in France 
or any other global market. That is pretty impressive. 

The DS design team had a goal to build on what has al¬ 
ready made DS 3 a success - personalisation, styling and 
vitality - and to enhance it with contemporary technology 
and equipment, including efficient engines and a connected 
touchscreen. 

“The New DS 3, a true success story, is reaffirming its 
brand kinship. With it, the DS family is complete. 

“Refined, high-tech and high-performance, the stylish Pa¬ 
risian car appeals to customers looking for expressiveness, 
personalisation and motoring thrills. 

“This sparkling model expresses an ‘art de vivre’ in town 
and country alike,” said Yves Bonnefont, chief executive of¬ 
ficer of DS Automobiles 

It certainly has the style, now we have to see how it drives 
when it comes over to the UK in a few weeks. 



Motability www.brindleykia.co.uk 

offers you the 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 

reat Motability offers from Brindley 

Venga 1.6 '3' Automatic 


J * High seating position • Rear parking camera 
• Sat nav • Climate control 


c i qq s dvan “ 

1mm I Payment 



V 



Soul 1.6 CRDi 'Connect' Automatic 



• High seating position • Bluetooth® 

• Rear parking camera • Cruise control 


C*) Ji Q Advance ^ 
Payment ^ 



Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


The Power to Surprise 


Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Picture for illustration only. 

For 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 31 st March 2016. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 
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Works hard 
and is loyal 
companion 

By Matt Kimberley 


It’s the most important Vauxhall arriving this 
year. Has the compact hatch got the magic to 
take on its key rivals? 

The Astra is an underrated, but evergreen com¬ 
pact family hatch, as happy taking the kids on a short 
break away as it is cutting a path through the city. 
There’s no radical departure for 2016, although the 
sharp-eyed will notice a nip here and a tuck there. 

There’s an excellent new colour touch-screen that’s 
standard across the range. It gives the whole product a lift 
and helps it make a better first impression. 

It’s a sharp-looking thing, if a bit on the conservative side. 
Being built in Britain won’t do its appeal this side of Dover 
any harm, either. Whichever model you choose, you end up 
with a pleasantly stylish and definitely inoffensive car. You’ll 
never object to having it on your drive. 

It’s quite sensitive to trim grades, though, so whereas the 
fantastic top-spec cars with all the interior trimmings look 
like they’ve come straight from the top drawer, the fragile 
rubberised handbrake grip and cheap-looking plastics on 
the low-end versions leave a lot to be desired and can start 
to look tatty very quickly. 

Happy 

There’s a handy boot at the back, more than big enough 
for most tasks, but if you’re toting babies, you’ll struggle to 
get much more than a chunky pushchair into it without put¬ 
ting the conveniently split rear seats down. 

Front seaters will be happy enough, especially with the 
uncommonly well-shaped seat backs that give superb lum¬ 
bar support. The glove box is shed-spacious but the door 
pocket shapes and cupholder designs could be better 
thought out. 

Under the bonnet there is a 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
engine. It can’t make the Astra a rocket ship, but if you’re 
gentle, you’ll see fuel economy you’d struggle to better in 
an eco-diesel. I found it no problem to hover around 60mpg 
in relatively traffic-free driving. Alright, you do need to put 
some effort in, but the potential is there. 

The dinky engine is perfect for chopping around urban 
and suburban routes. It’s impressively linear once the turbo 
kicks in, making it smooth, forgiving and easy to get used to. 
It warms up faster than a moth on a sunbed and it’s perfect 
for no-fuss short trips. The five-speed gearbox is light and 
precise, with tall gearing that partly offsets the lack of a sixth, 
but it’s clear this version isn’t meant to cover serious mo¬ 
torway mileage. It’s a nice steer, though, responding quite 
keenly to tugs at the wheel and scampering along winding 
roads with gusto. The brakes on this nearly-new car were 
very grabby, but that should hopefully settle down with mile¬ 
age. 

The Astra is a solid car. You know what you’re getting and, 
although some of the materials on basement models aren’t 
up to scratch, at the very least, the car does a good job of 
providing straight-down-the-line mid-size transport for peo¬ 
ple who don’t want to spend the extra on a slightly more 
spacious compact crossover or SUV. 

Vauxhall dealers are usually open to a little haggling, too, 
so don’t take the retail price as gospel. You should pay less 
than for a broadly equivalent crossover, so there’s good val¬ 
ue to be had here even if the fashion is currently for faux- 
4x4s. 

This is a car for ordinary people. People who want a 
well-rounded car to give them transport, enough space and, 
crucially, the ability to cope with everything from taking the 
in-laws to Sunday lunch to taking the kids to the seaside. 
Parents will appreciate this sort of versatility, while some 
might prefer the lower seating position relative to SUVs, for 
the better outward view it offers during low-speed manoeu¬ 
vres. 

This car summed up in a single word: Studious. 

If this car was a student at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry, it would be in Hufflepuff house. It’s a hard 
worker and a loyal companion. 








































Heathens 
plotting for 
a stadium to 
call their own 

CRADLEY insist they are willing 
to listen to anybody who may be 
able to help in their quest to find 
land for a stadium of their own. 

The Heathens have announced 
they will host their first meeting 
back at Monmore Green on Easter 
Monday, March 28. 

With the club already on the 
verge of securing record season 
ticket sales, they are anticipating 
a bumper crowd for their return to 
the Wolverhampton venue after a 
year at Perry Barr. 

However, club bosses remain 
desperate to achieve their goal of 
finding the club a home track of 
their own within the area. 

With their search for a suitable 
plot of land ongoing, club director 
Nigel Pearson says any individuals 
or businesses who may have land 
available should get in touch. 

“It’s an exciting time for the 
club,” Pearson said. “The ulti¬ 
mate aim remains to see us racing 
back in the Dudley/Sandwell area, 
but for now the next best thing is 
Monmore Green and we are all de¬ 
lighted to be back there. 

“We will continue to work with 
our planning experts on land we 
feel may be suitable and, in the 
meantime, if another party be¬ 
lieves they have a suitable venue 
then our door is always open to 
discuss this with them.” 

Meanwhile, supporters have 
rushed to snap up tickets for the 
Heathens’ Season Launch Night 
at Cradley Heath Liberal Club, at 
8pm on Monday, March 21. 

Fewer than 30 tickets remain 
for the event at £5 and are avail¬ 
able from the club shop in Crad¬ 
ley Heath Market or on the club’s 
official website cradleyheathens.co 
via PayPal. 


Birch gives 
winless Town 
a spanking 

Tipton Town 0 Bromyard 3 

TIPTON Town were well and truly 
birched as they remain winless in 
the West Midlands Premier. 

Herefordshire visitors Bromyard 
Town significantly improved their 
lowly League position with an im¬ 
portant 3-0 victory, with all goals 
coming in the first half, and all from 
Brad Birch. 

The away side took the lead on 
15 minutes as Birch’s well struck 
penalty kick to the right of Sandeep 
Bains nestled in the corner. 

Tipton responded somewhat but 
with little first-half menace apart 
from a couple of efforts by Jon Craw¬ 
ford and Gagandeep Kullar. 

Bromyard put further distance be¬ 
tween the two sides in the 32nd min¬ 
ute as Birch netted his club’s second 
before completing his hat-trick on 
40 minutes. 


Academy scores with funding 



Pitches at the George Salter Academy 


A WEST Bromwich school is cel¬ 
ebrating netting £599,000 funding 
to upgrade its football facilities. 

George Salter Academy has been 
awarded £599,747 - the largest 
grant in the West Midlands - from 
the Premier League and the FA 
Facilities Fund which is delivered 
by the Football Foundation. 

It will use the windfall to carry 
out refurbishment work to three 
separate existing football facilities. 

Community director and PE 
teacher at the school Ian Lock¬ 


ett said: “The school has a large 
sand-based artificial pitch which 
is looking a bit worse for wear and 
needed replacing anyway, so we 
have taken the advantage to up¬ 
grade it to a 3G pitch. 

“We also have a small all- 
weather pitch and we will be resur¬ 
facing that to give it an upgrade. 

“Sandwell Council has also 
gifted us two football pitches on 
the recreational ground in Claypit 
Lane. Within the funding there 
was an element from Sport Eng¬ 


land from their improvement fund, 
so we have funding to fence, put 
drainage in and create two great 
quality pitches. 

“The pitches on Claypit Lane 
will still be available for club and 
school use during the week, the ar¬ 
tificial pitch will be a community 
football pitch. 

“It will have not only a huge im¬ 
pact on the school, but also a huge 
impact on the local community as 
they will be able to hire out and 
use the very best facilities.” 


Baggies look tired 
and devoid of ideas 


Albion 0 Aston Villa 0 

FORTY-TWO years ago Albion did 
the double over Villa. 

This was their best opportunity in years 
to repeat that feat, but a combination of 
tired legs and unimaginative forward play 
ruined the chance to stick the final nail in 
the claret and blue coffin. 

Instead, now the focus turns on the Baggies’ 
own limitations that could drag them into the 
mire with their rivals. 

For the second successive league game Tony 
Pulis’s side failed to register a shot on target. 
Mark Bunn wasn’t even tested. 

In fact, Salomon Rondon’s goal against Bristol 
City in the FA Cup is the only attempt on target 
Albion have mustered up in the last 270 minutes 
of football. 

It’s a worrying statistic backed up by worrying 
performances. 

Villa have been by far the worst team of this 
Premier League season but they were made to 
look threatening last Saturday. 

Doubled 

The Baggies looked weary, worn out by five 
games in 15 days, and criminally devoid of ideas. 

Stephane Sessegnon showed flashes of poten¬ 
tial, but Villa doubled up on the winger, and too 
often he tried to beat both men instead of play¬ 
ing a simple pass. 

James McClean put in several dangerous 
crosses from the other wing, but Joleon Lescott 
and Jores Okore easily marshaled Salomon Ron- 
don out of danger. 

Even Jonny Evans, this season’s Mr Dependa¬ 
ble, had a shocker, giving the ball away too often 
with dangerous passes infield from left-back. 

Fortunately for Albion, Remi Garde’s men are 
just as scared of the net as they are. 

But Ben Foster was still called upon to make 
a couple of important stops, and his return was 
one highlight on an otherwise dreary afternoon. 

Boaz Myhill has been superb for the past 10 
months, but Foster commands a much larger 
presence in the box. 

Myhill’s reflexes are brilliant, but Foster’s 
positioning, kicking and confidence dealing with 
crosses in this game proved Pulis made the right 
decision. 

The problem lies up the other end. 


Defeated despite dominating 



Wednesbury nolO Marcus Taylor kicks for goal during the defeat at Cleobury Mortimer 


Cleobury Mortimer 33 
Wednesbury RUFC 12 

WEDNESBURY were unfortu¬ 
nate not to take a commanding 
lead in the first 18 minutes as they 
missed a penalty and had what 
looked like two perfectly good 
tries disallowed. 

Instead, it was the hosts who 
took the lead with a converted try, 
though within five minutes Jack 
Harris touched down. For the 


rest of the half Wednesbury kept 
the pressure on Cleobury, but the 
defence held strong and with two 
minutes of the half left Cleobury 
added another converted try. 

Wednesbury still dominated 
after the break, but within 10 
minutes Cleobury scored their 
third try against the run of play. 
In the next 10 minutes, the home 
side added a further two tries and 
conversions. With five minutes re¬ 


maining, Dale Doughty forced his 
way through, Dan Till adding the 
conversion. 

Wednesbury 2nds won 22-13 at 
Aldridge - tries from Tom Reyn¬ 
olds, Gareth Hughes and Connor 
Judge and two conversions and a 
penalty from Steve Worthy. 

Youth team player Callum 
Rushton, of Woodgreen Academy, 
has been called up for trials with 
the Staffordshire under 15s. 


Nabi needed 
more games 
says Albion 
boss Pulis 

ALBION boss Tony Pulis says he 
sold Adil Nabi because the striker 
hadn’t played enough competitive 
football. 

League One Peterborough have 
snapped up the forward on a 
three-and-a-half-year deal for an 
undisclosed fee believed to be nom¬ 
inal. He is ineligible to feature for 
his new club against the Baggies in 
the FA Cup this weekend. 

The 21-year-old from Aston had 
been with Albion since the age of 
eight, and even though he scored 
26 goals in 73 games for the un- 
der-21s, he never played a minute 
for the first team. 

“He’s not played enough foot¬ 
ball,” said Pulis. “He should have 
been playing when he was 17 or 
18. That’s my argument with the 
academy. These kids have got to 
get out and play more competitive 
football. 

“Adil’s going to Peterborough 
which is a great club for him, a 
great opportunity.” 

This season Pulis has been loan¬ 
ing out Albion’s youngsters to 
non-league clubs, hoping to give 
them first-team experience. 

Nabi was loaned to Delhi Dyna¬ 
mos in India for the first half of 
this season, but Pulis didn’t name 
him in any of his Albion squads 
since his return in December. 

“These kids who are good 
enough, they should be out given 
a chance at 17,” said Pulis. 

“Even if it’s non-league football, 
get out and get used to playing 
football that’s competitive, foot¬ 
ball that means something to the 
manager and to the supporters. 

“Under-21s football, I don’t 
think it prepares the players prop¬ 
erly for the competitive nature of 
the leagues in this country.” 
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Tivi go down 
in spite of a 
Sterling effort 

Gresley FC 2 Tividale FC 1 

TIVIDALE again came away frus¬ 
trated after the footballing gods 
conspired against them. 

On a heavy pitch in miserable 
conditions, Gresley took a 32nd 
minute lead through Jack Langston 
and doubled the lead on half-time 
through a brilliant Gary Ricketts’ 
effort, though with a hint of offside. 

The sense of injustice spurred Tiv¬ 
idale and on 50 minutes they pulled 
one back through Chris Sterling. 

Rugby Town 1 Tividale 1 
TIVIDALE produced possibly their 
grittiest 45 minutes of the season to 
pick up a point at Rugby Town. 

Rugby took the lead through a 
David Kolodynski bicycle kick. 

When he was upended minutes 
before the break, Lewis Wright was 
red carded, but the 10-men levelled 
through Mark Danks. 



Final whistle 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Boss blames 
tiredness for 
shot-shy side 

ALBION boss Tony Pulis has leapt to 
the defence of his shot-shy team, blam¬ 
ing tiredness for their lacklustre for¬ 
ward play against Villa last weekend. 

Pulis is also contemplating resting a 
worn-out Salomon Rondon. 

Boos rang around The Hawthorns at 
the final whistle of Saturday’s drab goal¬ 
less draw, and while some were letting 
the referee know he blew up too early 
when the home side were attacking, 
many were just frustrated with the in¬ 
sipid performance. 

The Baggies failed to test Villa keeper 
Mark Bunn during the game, and have 
now had just one shot on target in their 
last three matches. 

Pulis defended Saturday’s display 
by comparing his side to Remi Garde’s 
bottom-placed team. “Aston Villa have 
spent £84 million on that squad and 
they’ve got some good players,” he said. 

“We’re almost two-thirds through the 
season, we’re now 15 points clear and a 
better goal difference. 

“We’ve played them twice and they’ve 
not scored a goal against us and we’ve 
taken four points. 

“As a manager if you’d said at the be¬ 
ginning of the season they would spend 
that much money and we were going to 
be that far ahead of them at this stage, 
I’d be doing somersaults.” 

Although Rondon scored against Bris¬ 
tol City in the FA Cup, it is his only goal 
since October, and the £12m record sign¬ 
ing underwent blood tests for suspected 
fatigue. 

Pulis may now give Rondon two weeks 
off to deal with the exhaustion. 

Rondon, meanwhile, admits he is des¬ 
perate to score more goals to justify his 
£12million price tag. 

“I need to score more goals for the 
team and the team needs to score to get 
the points we need,” he said. 

Albion stung with 
£35k FA fine over 
battle at Bridge 

ALBION have been fined £35,000 by the 
FA for failing to control their players in 
the 2-2 draw with Chelsea at Stamford 
Bridge two weeks ago. 

Chelsea were fined £65,000 for their 
involvement in the melee that occurred 
around the 58th minute. 

The flare-up followed a clumsy chal¬ 
lenge by Albion midfielder Claudio Yacob 
on Chelsea forward Diego Costa. 

Yacob was already on a yellow card 
and Guus Hiddink’s team surrounded 
referee Anthony Taylor after the inci¬ 
dent, prompting some Albion players to 
also move in on the official. 

Both clubs have committed similar 
breaches in the past 12 months, which 
meant the case was heard by an inde¬ 
pendent regulatory commission. 

It is the second time in as many 
months the Baggies have been hit with 
such a charge from the FA. 

They were fined £25,000 after ad¬ 
mitting to breaching FA rules in last 
month’s 1-1 draw with Tottenham at 
The Hawthorns, an incident centring 
on melee following a reckless James Mc- 
Clean tackle on Mousa Dembele. 


Brunt won't be risked against Posh 


CHRIS BRUNT won’t be risked against Peter¬ 
borough in the FA Cup fourth round on Saturday 
for fear of doing long-term damage. 

Brunt picked up a calf injury in the third round 
replay at Bristol City and subsequently missed 
the goalless draw against Villa. 

He’s receiving treatment on his leg daily and 
continues to be assessed. Although he is not ex¬ 
pected to be out for long, he is unlikely to play 
against League One Posh. 

His injury at Ashton Gate forced Tony Pulis to 
hand Sebastien Pocognoli a rare appearance but 
despite an impressive performance in that game, 


the Welshman played Jonny Evans at left-back 
against Villa. Meanwhile, Arsenal loanee Serge 
Gnabry is back in the West Midlands and training 
with Albion again. 

Window 

Expecting to be recalled early from his sea¬ 
son-long loan, Gnabry returned home to London 
at the start of the January transfer window. 

However, the two clubs could not agree the 
terms of his return and now it is in doubt. Albion 
agreed to pay Gnabry’s wages for the whole cam¬ 
paign, and it is understood that unless another 


club is found to take the German winger on loan, 
he could be staying in the Black Country until the 
end of the season. 

Gnabry, aged 20, has played 12 minutes of Pre¬ 
mier League football for the Baggies and Pulis 
has been unimpressed by him in training. 

Elsewhere, reports from Italy that Albion are 
interested in Liverpool striker Mario Balotelli, 
currently on loan at AC Milan, are understood to 
be wide of the mark. 

Milan want to end that agreement early but 
there is no truth in the rumours that the Baggies 
are interested. 


OISSON: I'D 
LOVE TO STAY 


JONAS OLSSON wants his fu¬ 
ture to be at Albion and will 
stay at the club - if they want 
him to. 

The Swedish centre-back’s contract 
is up at the end of this season, but after 
eight years with the Baggies, Olsson is 
happy in the Black Country 

Although he turns 33 in March, the long¬ 
haired defender is enjoying a spell in the first 
team, and he feels better than he has done at 
any other point in the past 18 months. 

“I think I’m having a good season, I’m starting 
regularly,” he said. 

“I really like it here so if the club wants to, and 
if they show it, I’ll be happy to keep my future 
here for some while.” 

Olsson is in the first stages of talks with the 
club about a new deal, but won’t be near the top 
of the agenda until the transfer window shuts. 

“We’ve been talking a little bit but nothing 
concrete which is natural when you have a con¬ 
tract expiring in six months,” said Olsson. 

“We’ll see, I think when the window is open 
there’s always focus on other things.” 

Commitment 

Olsson has featured in 10 out of the last 11 
Premier League games, and his commitment 
both on and off the pitch has impressed boss 
Tony Pulis. 

“I’m happy, I’m playing good football,” said 
the defender, who joined the Baggies from Dutch 
side NEC Nijmegen. 

“When your contract is about to expire it’s a 
very important season so I’m happy things are 
going well for me.” 

Olsson wants to keep playing at the top level 
for as long as possible, and he showcased that 
desire by playing through a hamstring niggle last 
weekend. 

“I’ve had that for a while,” he said. “I was just 
cramping up a little bit, I was tired second half. 

“That’s the thing with the Christmas period. 

“It’s not a big thing, but last few weeks I’ve 
been struggling a little bit with it. 

“You’re used to Saturday games and if you 
throw in one or two midweek games and it really 
makes a difference. But I feel good now, trained 
this week. I’m good to go Saturday.” 



Jonas Olsson joined Ben Foster on a visit to the Hamilton School in Handsworth this week 


Look Hughes won another darts title 


TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes re¬ 
tained his BDO Romanian 
Classic title on his return to 
competitive darts after the 
World Championship. 

The Lakeside 2016 semi-fi¬ 
nalist went all of the way at the 
Intercontinental Hotel in Bu¬ 
charest to claim his sixth BDO 
ranking title. 

Hughes’ form gradually rose 


over the weekend and he was 
imperious in the final, dropping 
just a leg in a 6-1 victory over 
Alan Bell. 

‘Yozza’ snapped into gear 
from the semi-finals, after 
opening his challenge with a 
4-0 whitewash of Mamix de 
Beer. 

The 29-year-old then over¬ 
came another worlds semi-fi¬ 


nalist, Chris Mason, a fellow 
West Midlands resident who 
lives in Hednesford. Hughes 
rolled over him 4-1. 

Matt Dickinson was beaten 

4- 2 to set up a semi-final 
against Krzysztof Rataj ski. The 
Black Country thrower landed 
two 180s and averaged 91 in a 

5- 1 win. Hughes is currently 
ranked fourth by the BDO. 


Foster has 
sympathy 
with Myhill 

ALBION keeper Ben Foster says Boaz 
Myhill ‘didn’t do anything wrong’ to 
warrant being dropped and was sur¬ 
prised to replace him between the sticks. 

The England international kept a 
clean sheet against Villa last Saturday 
in his first Premier League start in 10 
months, having recovered from a cruci¬ 
ate knee injury. 

The two goalkeepers have worked to¬ 
gether at Albion for the past three-and- 
a-half seasons and they’re good friends, 
which made the decision ‘weird’ for Fos¬ 
ter. 

“I was a little surprised to get the nod 
because I thought Bo had done really 
well,” said Foster. “He’s one of my best 
mates anyway so I feel sorry for him be¬ 
cause I knew he enjoyed playing. 

“He really did like that part of it so 
it’s weird. But Bo is a fantastic guy and 
straight away he was one of the first 
ones to congratulate me after the game. 

“He didn’t do anything wrong, I 
thought he was really good, so he will be 
disappointed.” 

Foster knows first-hand the impor¬ 
tance of the derby and was surprised 
by the boos that rang around The Haw¬ 
thorns at the final whistle, but under¬ 
stood the fans’ frustration. 

“I think where Villa are in the league 
and how many points they’ve got was 
a factor,” he said. “Even a lot of my 
friends were saying it was an easy three 
points but that’s not the case.” 

Following Foster’s return, third- 
choice goalkeeper Anders Lindegaard 
has gone on loan to Preston North End 
for the rest of the season. 

The Danish goalkeeper joined for free 
last summer on a two-year-deal from 
Manchester United. 

Albion can recall the 31-year-old 
should both Foster and Myhill pick up 
injuries. 

Campbell's curler 
is first league goal 

ALBION Academy striker Tahvon Camp¬ 
bell scored his first professional goal on 
loan at League Two strugglers Yeovil 
Town on Saturday. 

The 19-year-old forward came on in 
the 56th minute and curled a 25-yarder 
into the corner in the 77th minute to put 
the Glovers 2-0 up against Crawley. The 
2-1 win lifted them out of the bottom 
two. 

Campbell’s one-month loan ends this 
week but Yeovil want to extend it and 
the two clubs are in talks. 

Yeovil boss Darren Way said: “It was a 
fantastic goal and great to see. He’s done 
fantastic.” 
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SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 


DB 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


Qjctnujcyiy 


West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Quality Installations • No Deposit Required • FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 



SPECIALIST IN 
NEW BATHROOMS 

• Design & Planning 

• Fully Fitted Service • Plumbing 
• Electrical Work 

• Plastering • Tiling 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

* All Work Guaranteed 

DISABILITY 

ADAPTATIONS 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR THE LESS ABLE 

Remove Exisiting Bath, 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled, All Rubbish removed 
ONLY £ I 895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 

LUXURY MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling (upto 18sqm) 
All Rubbish Removed 

ONLY £2995 


SUPPLIERS WE USE: 

• TRAVIS PERKINS ‘ ARMITAGE SHANKS • RAK CERAMICS • TILE CHOICE ‘ LAKES BATHROOMS ‘ TAVISTOCK 


Call Dan on : OI 2 I 647 3585 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 
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SHIRELAND 

TEACHING SCHOOL ALLIANCE 



ISHE 

IVER 



TRAIN TO IEACH WITH SHIRELAND AND WARWICK 


The Shireland School Direct route could be the perfect pathway for you. 
Now offering Secondary places in the Black Country area. 


Secondary places still available across the West Midlands to train to teach in... 

ART&DESIGN MUSIC 
HISTORY DRAMA LANGUAGES 
ENGLISH COMPUTER SCIENCE 
GEOGRAPHY AAATHEMATICS 
BUSINESS SCIENCE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
DESIGN&TECHNOLOGY 





Applications can be made via the UCAS System. 

For further information visit our website: www.shirelandtsa.co.uk 
or call us on: 0121 565 8926 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF 

WARWICK 


The Shireland Teaching School Alliance, led by Shireland Collegiate Academy, 
offers a unique package of training and support provided by outstanding and 
experienced teachers in conjunction with our chosen initial Teacher Trainer 
Provider, The University of Warwick. 

This Programme is a great way to gain the qualifications and practical skills 
you need to become an outstanding teacher. 


Primary places in schools across Birmingham, Black Country & 
Worcesteshire areas. 


I've been really well supported every step of the 
way. Choosing Shireland Teaching School Alliance 
really has prepared me for life as a teacher. 

2015 Primary Graduate 
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Shireland Post 16 was judged as "Outstanding" in March of 2013 and has 
continued to develop and build upon this. 

Students can follow either academic or vocational pathways. The outstanding 
teaching within the Academy at Key Stage 3 and 4 continues in Post 16 and is 
demonstrated with record results for both academic and vocational studies 
year after year. 


Our most recent academic results place us as one of the top 
providers in Sandwell. 



Brand new, state-of-the-art facilities 


visit us on: . . . . _ . , 

www. rkrelandpo* .org.uk 

and apply now. 


